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Tl# CONVICT 

OR, 

NAVY LIEUTENANT. 



CHAPTER XIX. 



** The rich and happy find friends and relations in 

every corner of the world; but the unfortunate 

' child of poverty, the unhappy being who has no 

claims of afEnity to save her from contempt, is only 

acknowledged by misery." 

f 
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HEN we left our young orphan she 
was quietly settled in her school at Here- 
ford. She did not part from her once kind 
benefactress , without much pain at heart 
and many teaui; yet her feelings were not 
so po^paant as they would have been had 
yoi.. iiF. B the 
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2 THE convict; OR, 

the separation taken place some months 
sooner, before the mind ofsb^s. Fitz- 
william had been poisoned by the insidious 
tales of her enemies. But the cold regards 
of that lady had chilled the warm affection 
of poor Fanny, who certainly evinced more 
sorrow when taking leave of Mrs/Bell, than 
on leaving the A.bbey; and this circumstance 
did not fail of remark by the Miss Bruces 
to the ear of their aunt, as another proof of 
ingratitude and want of sensibility. 

It was at this very period that lady was 
informed of the failure of the agent who 
was to pay little Fanny's small pension ; and 
as he had quitted England, she could obtain 
no further information whatever of the 
child's early benefactor, but that he was 
lieutenant of the Vengeance, in. the East« 

ladies. 

She concluded it was useless to write, as 
in all probability the ship might be on its 
fietjarn ; and therefore, in thti^uncertain con- 
tingeiice whether Thompson mig^t be 

alive. 
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alive^ or if alive^ whether he coiild, or would 
afford to i»)Dtinue the monthly allowance^ 
^^considered herself as the only friend of 
the poor orphan^ aod that by giving her a 
useful and advantageous educaUon, such aa 
might eventually enable her to get her own 
sabsistmce^ she perfornied every duty hu- 
manity and benevoiefic^ could clwn from 
her. 

Most uQ&rtonately for Fanay> the serw 
vaot «^bo accompanied bsr to the acfaool^ 
and delivered ber to &a csifq of MrSk 
Framptooy was. a ereaterve devioted to th» 
commands of her enenMefi; oae who ha<t 
always treated ha vwth seora aod imper- 
tinence, wejl knowing that auQh behaviour 
was coosonaat to the wishr^ of ber young 
ladies. 

ProKid of tfae office deL^ated.to her of 
latroducing the yoimg stranger^ and equally 
desirous to.ofaUge her miatresaes^ and gra-* 
tify ber own Utile malice against the chikt. 
of a wicked murderer, who was supported 

B2 by 
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by charity, ye! shamefully put on a footiug 
with Mrs. Fitzwilliam's o\\n nieces, Mrs. 
Jennv resolved to be even with her who Irad 
feo undeservedly been made an inipate of 
the parlour ; and therefore requested to 
speak with Mrs. Franipton in private, after 
Fanny had been received, ^nd left the room 
with one of the teachers. 

**This little girl. Madam," said she, 
*^ bein^ maintained by charity ,-^beng, as 
Uis . reported, a base born child, and her 
mother hanged for murder, it is my lady's 
wish that she may be made useful, not a 
fine lady, but taught to do every thing to 
get her own bread, for that she must do.— . 
She is proud and not very good tempered, 
so will require being kept down and made 
humble.'* 

This speech extremely disconcerted Mrs- 
Frainpton. She coldly thanked the malicious 
speaker, without fiirther enquiry, only add- 
ing, — ** I hope Mrs. Fitzwilliam will have 

cause 
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NAVY LIEUTENANT. 5 

cause to be perfectly satisfied with my 
treatment and care of her youDg protegee," 

Mrs. Jenny felt there was something; re- 
pulsive to her communication in the look 
and words of the lady governess; but how- 
ever she had done her part towards hum- 
bling the girl, and left the house in a che- 
rished hope that she would soon be known 
for what she was — a charity child. 

Mrs. Frampton was a woman of educa-> 
tion and respectability ; her school was in 
high estimation in the neighbourhood 
where she resided, and her young pupils 
were, or seemed to be, perfectly happy 
under her care; 

She had heard of Mrs. Fitzwilliam, and 
in terms that commanded respect and 
esteem ; and a particular fnend of her's had 
mentioned Mrs. Frampton not less advan- 
tageously in the hearing of Mrs. Fitzwilliam, 
which had induced her to fix on that lady's 
school for the education of Fanny. 

B3 In 
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In the letter deh'vered by Mrs. Jenny, 
Mrs. ^ Fitzwilliani mentioned her young 
charge as an orphan with a small fortune^ 
Vhom she had taken under her protectioD, 
and was desirous that she might have an 
useful rather than an elegant education. 

To read) write, and work well, and to be 
perfected in grammar both French and 
English, with a thorough knowledge of 
geography, were the parts of (Education that 
were indispensible;— -music, dancing> and 
drawing would require more application 
than could be spared from necessary av<K 
cations, and by no means requisite for her to 
be instructed in. 

Such were the contents of Mrs. Fitz- 
william's letter, and the plan she laid down i 
by which Mrs. Frampton clearly perceived 
the little protegee was not designed to move 
in higher circles, or likely to have an in* 
dependence. 

Jenny's information, though she afiected 
a cold unconcern to the woman, whose ill* 

nature 
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naturfe was not unobserved, had however 
given her no small parn and vexation. 

Her school was highly respectable, and 
she took consequence to herself in having 
her pupils from the most distinguished fa* 
milies in the county. 

To say truths the most predominant 
foible in Mrs. Frampton^s character, was 
pHdCf ahd a high consciousness of her own 
importance and abilities in the line she had 
chosen. 

Not desifousj therefore, of having pupils 
whose contractbd system of education could 
add nothing to her reputation or profit, sh« 
was a little but of humour with Mrs. Fitz^ 
wiHiam*s letter; and extremely hurt by the 
volunteer report of Jenny, though she af- 
fected a perfect indifference before the 
R^alicious servant. 

Mrs^ Frampton was not deficient iii 
good-nature or humanity^ but the conse- 
quence of her school was the first object of 
herconiMeration) and she was apprehensive 

B 4 that 
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that if the story of Mrs. Jenny should by 
any means get proniulgated among the 
young fashionables under her care, their 
mammas would most hkely be offended by 
such an association. 

One of the teachers, her chief confidant, 
was summoned to council, and the result 
was, a letter written to Mrs. Fitzwilliam,— 
"that Mrs. Frampton begged^ leave to 
observe, the mode of education she had 
pointed out for her protegee, would un- 
questionably have a very singular appear- 
ance to her companions, who all, without 
exception, had the benefit of masters in 
every branch which Mrs. Fitzwilliam 
deemed unnecessary for little Miss Thomp- 
son; atid such an exemption from accom- 
piibhments might, and in all probability 
would, subject the child to Uie contempt of 
the school, and make her situation exceed- 
ingly unpleasant. If, therefore, Mrs. Fitz- 
william still retained the same objection to 
jnasters, Mrs. Frampton presumed- to 

think. 
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NAVY LIEUTENANT. 9 

think, her purpose would be better an- 
swered by the child being brought up as a 
half boarder; she would then be early taught 
to be useful^ and being without pretensions, 
would escape unpleasant observations.*' 

By this letter the governess hoped to ex- 
culpate herself from giving offence to the 
parents of her young pupils, should Fanny's 
story be reported, and leave the option en- 
tirely with Mrs. Fitzwilliam to withdraw the 
child, or adopt the plan she pointed out, as 
calculated solely for her comfort. 

Mrs. Fitzwilliam received the letter in 
presence of her nieces, who perfectly ac- 
corded in the opinion of Mrs. Frampton, 
that as a half-boarder she would learn to be 
humble, useful, and qualified to get her 
bread hereafter. The young ladies having 
promptly delivered their sentiments, after a 
short consideration, Mrs. Fitzwilliam coin - 
cided with Mrs. Frampton's kind advice, 
and, " Fanny was left to her discretion and 
unlimited controul." ^ 

B5 • The 
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The governess was now at ease, jusflfied 
to herself^ and without having offended the 
lady who had recommended her house to 
Mrs. Fitzwilliam, she could exculpate her- 
self from any possible reflections for re- 
ceiving the little girl^ since in fact a half- 
boarder is very little superior to a nursery 
or house-maid. 

Fanny^ unconscious of her situation, glad 
to escape from the scorn of the Misses 
Bruce^ and the cold regards of her bene- 
factress, which gave her continual pain and 
mortification, exerted all her Kttle powers of 
pleasing, and sought to ingratiate herself 
into favour with her governess and her 
young companions. 

But, alas! great is the force of prejudice 1 
she soon felt all her advances to kindnesa 
repulsed, or disregarded ; she saw the samiei 
haughtiness, the same contempt thrown 
into the looks of the misses in the school, 
as she had left at the abbey. 
• . The 
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The fact was, the confidential teacher 
haB repeated to her confidant every syllable 
fth^ had heard fh>m the governess ; and as 
every lady naturally has a friend to whom 
i9h& is comitiilnicative, the invidious tale 
was v^ry soon promulgated throughout the 
house^ and passing through so many re- 
Idters, it Ibst nothing bf its malignancy, 
nor of the dlsgrabeful cifciimfetances at- 
tached to the birth of pdcft Fanny. 

The head teaehet, Mrs. IVIjllden, was 
proud, artftilj and selfish, neither of which 
pfdpetisities feould be gratified by the hum- 
ble girt, Who was the object bf her disdain ; 
for Faniiy had from nature a prbud sus- 
ceptibility, that revolted against a mean, 
creepitig desire of extracting notice by 
submissiofis, deception, or pdtiehee under 
Hl-tfeatment; VL^t spirit was mix^d with 
the diffidence beeoWing her age;— once 
rfejittlsed \frith scorn, she shrank from a se- 
cotid trial, ahd in a ve^y few weeks, she 
was dwlhdled into " that girl, Fanhj^, Whe 

•was 
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was to be made useful, and fetch and carry 
for all the young ladies." In which ser- 
vice slie was constantly en)ployed, except 
in the afternoon school hours. 

With all these mortifying degradations, 
the little despised girl acquired many ad- 
vantages from her afternoon lessons. The 
youngest teacher, who was her instructress, 
had both good nature and humanity; she 
had sometimes her mortifications, and the 
lesson of forbearance to practice, and from 
thence was taught to pity an unoffending 
child, whose naturally docile and sweet dis- 
position eagerly attended to, and profited 
by her instructions. 

But the more her understanding was 
enlightened by the kindness of Miss Bet- 
terson, the more painfully she felt the ge- 
neral disregard of her companions, -r- 
Treated very little better than a servant, 
often reproved for trifling and involuntary 
omissions in the duties expected from her, 
her small services, her .diligence, and wish 

to 
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NAVY LIEUTENANT. 13 

to please^ passing unnoticed and unthanked^ 
she would frequently weep when alone, and 
recal to her memory those happy days when 
she enjoyed the smiles of her benefactress, 
and the soothing kindness of Mrs. Bell. 

In vain did the friendly Miss Betterson 
try to keep up her spirits, and promote a 
cheerfulness natural to youth, a melancholy 
apathy seemed insensibly to gain ground 
upon her mind; while a proud sense of 
unkind treatment made those duties she 
was obliged to perform a reluctant service, 
which she executed with an appearance of 
haughty indifference, that frequently gave 
much offence, and often subjected her to 
reprimands. 

Once when on an occasion of this kind. 
Miss Betterson caught her bitterly weeping, 
she tenderly soothed, and reasoned with 
her on the folly of grieving at the imper- 
tinence and injustice of others, who de- 
graded themselves by their unjustifiable 
conduct towards her. 

^^My 
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" My dear girl/' jaid she, " coriiitiae to 
behave with civility, and perfof-m all that 
i^ expected from your situation. I need 
not caution you against being ^rvil^ ot 
deceptive, I sqe with pleasure you despise 
fitt and meatiriess ; yotrng as yoU are, there 
is a prbper spirit in your iftanner, which 1 
iidmire,— let it not grow into a sullen pride, 
neither permit the insolence and neglect of 
your cofnpanidns to souf your temper and 
affect your spirits. Evefy thitig you do, 
nly dear Fanhy, do it with cheehfalness, 
aftd disregard the urigracefiil rudeness you. 
meet with, as benfeatb yout concern. At- 
tend tb your lessons, and I prOnouht:e j^ou 
will very shortly be infinitely their stiperior 
in knowledge, and deserve their envy (if 
they have not ehiulatldn) to k thuth greater 
degree than you now ekpeflence their 
contempt.'* 

Fanny kissed the hand of her kind in- 
structress.---** I will endeavour to\id every 
thing you desire me," said sl>e; "give 

me 
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mt double lessens if you please^ I will not 
be idle/' 

f^fom this time Fanny was stimulated by 
the praise and kindness 6f Miss Bettefson 
to study and industry^ I'he proud hope t)f 
excelling others glowed in her young bo- 
som^ and seeined to tnake amends for all 
the nlortifications she endured^-^-Snd at 
lengthy though she did not ceaSe to feel^ 
she no longer appeared hurt or hutnbled ; 
and by hi^f indifierence and forbearance^ 
her malicious tormentors^ robbed of their 
chief gratification in giving pain^ grew 
weary of their useless exertions^ and only 
treated her with a contemptuous neglect. 

Fanny had been nearly twelve irtonths 
at her school^ in which period She had seen 
faer benefactress only twice ; and was now 
expecting to pass the Christmas vacation at 
the abbey, and looked forward with tefror 
to the time when she was again to be in- 
i^utted by the Miss Bruces, and perhaps as 
littfe regarded by Mrs. Fitzwilliam. 

Miss 
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Miss Betterson, to whom she expressed 
all her fears, and movingly regretted the 
loss pf that lady^s former kindness, and the 
pain she should feel in leaving her dear 
^^iss Betterson, very prudently recom- 
mended to her, never to lose sight of her 
great obligations to Mrs. FitzwvUiam, to 
whose iiumanity she was indebted for more 
than her existence, — in being rescued from 
misery, and placed in a situation by which 
she must gain advantages of the highest 
consequence to her future progress through 
the. world. 

*^ That gratitude, my dear girl,'* said 
she, " which ought to be the leading fea- 
ture in your character, will instruct you in 
your duty to that good lady; induce.you to 
treat her nieces with respect, and by an 
unassuming propriety in your behaviour 
disarm their malice, and give peace to 
yourself." 

*^Oh!'' cried her youog pupil, *^ you 
are a second Mrs. Bell I-^So kind, so good 

was 
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w,as she ! — dear, dear Mrs. Bell, I have 
found you again! — Indeed, Miss Betterson, 
I will mind every word you say, and do^ 
every thing you advise; and who knows 
but Mrs. Fitzwilliam will find me im- 
proved, and logk more kindly on me when 
I return.'* 

Tin's delightful hope was a corAal that 
reconciled her to bear the hour of sepa- 
ration from her kind adviser, without 
shewing any part of the reluctance which 
predominated in her heart; for, in spite of 
all she had heard, and all she had promised^ 
her fears were much stronger . than her 
liopes. 

When she arrived at the abbey the Miss 
Bruces were on a visit to a lady a few 
miles off; and Fanny was received by Mrs, 
Fitzwilliam with a tenderness natural tq her 
heart when left to its own bias. So flat- 
tering, so unexpected was her kindness, 
that the poor agitated girl, unable to utter 
one word, sunk on her knees, and kissed 

her 
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her hand ; while a flood of tents gushed 
from her eyes^ and fell on the hand she 
4»held. 

" My dear child, rise!" said Mri. Fitz- 
william, much moved. ** I rejoice to see 
you; you are surprisingly growrt in thi* 
short time, and I hear with pleasure that 
you Have . been very diligent. Mrs. 
Framplom speaks very well of you; and 
you win always have a friend in me while 
I hear so good an account of your be- 
haviour/* 

Fanny was transported with a receptbri 
that realised her besf hopes; and was m 
haste to dFsplay all her little acquirements^ 
to Justify the kind report of her governess^ 
and deserve the regard of her generous 
benefactress. 

In one week, during the absence of the 
young ladies, the happy girl had' recovered 
her former place in the heart of Mrs. 
Fitzwilliam; she was constantly with her> 
and the good lady Was not slow to discern 

the 
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the trdits of good sense^^sweetness of itm'^ 

per, and the desire of improvement which 

^sqpiTied to be the principal wish of her heart. 

One evening, when a violent head ache 
had caused her to dismiss Fanny to bed 
earlier than usual, she began to reflect on 
the situation of her poor protegee. The 
Hgent had failed, of Lieutenant Tliompson 
bhe could hear no more than that he was 
in the East Indies, but whether alive or not 
was uncertain j and if he were still in ex- • 
istence, the chance of his being capable of 
pfbvidlng for the child was equally doubtful. 

Barton was gone to the West Indies on 
a three y^ats station; he had only good 
wishes and a kind heart towards her. It 
t^as plain she had no mean capacity, and 
with the advantages of education, would 
unquestionably be enabled to suppiort her- 
self hereafter with a decent respectability. 

*' It is my duty then," said she, *' to 
make a small provision for her, such as to 
preclude want, though hot sufficient to 

encourage 
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enconrajre pride or independence from the 
exertion of her talents and having taken 
upon myself lo provide for my nieces,^ it 
becomes an indi<ipcnsibie duty not to delay 
making my will, Itht my death sljould throv/ 
them whoHy in the power of their im- 
prudmt parents. Yes, I will send for Mr. 
Farren to-n)orrow, to take instructions from 
my few memorandums for drawing it up in 
proper form.*' 

Such was the wise and benevolent inten- 
tion that closed Mrs, Fitzv\illiam s Koliloquy; 
but^alas! Heaven had otherwibe diKpused, 
ami good designs too ion^ delayed were 
rendered of no effect by a sudden paralytic 
affection,' whidi seized her the followmg 
morning, at breakfast, as she was talking to 
the terrified Fanny, whq saw her suddenly 
convulsed, and the next moment fall from 
her chair. 

The poor girl's screams brought in ,the 
servants, she was taken to bed senseless^ 
expresses were inetantly dispatched to the 

Miss 
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Miss Bruces, and a neighbouring physician. 
The latter arrived first, — the poor lady 
bi^thed but was speechless and inanimate 
on her left side; he saw but little to hope, 
though as yet he would not absolutely des- 
pair. Some stimulatives were poured down 
her throat, and every method tried to ex- 
cite feeling in the deadened limbs. 

The young ladies arrived, their grief was 
loud and clamorous; the servants were in 
tears and lamentations, but Fanny, the poor 
terrified and truly afflicted orphan,- shed no 
tears, made no exclamations, she knelt at 
the foot of the bed the image of despair. 

Dr. Douglas, long an acquaintance in 
the family, proposed 8endi(|g oflT expresses 
to young Meredith and to Mr. and Mrs. 
Bruce; the young ladres could not object to 
the first, but requested he would delay the 
latter till some change appeared, as it would 
be cruel to terrify their m^mma, and draw 
her into such an expensive journey, when 
possibly their dear aunt dlight be restored 

to 



%% THE convict; OK* 

to them. The doctor, tbougb without 
hope of any favourable change, acceded tQ 
their request, and a messenger was instaj^y 
8^t for young Meredith, who coold not 
arrive, with the utmost expedition, ia 
less than foup days. In the intermediate^ 
time, the doctor's housQ being three 
miles distance from the abbey, he proposed 
to FemaiQ with his patient, that he might 
Mtend to the slightest apparent alteration;. 

Not to dweU oa this dj^tiires^ij^ $c(^mf thfi 
poor l»dy lay three ct^ys. ifiit this d^plorabk 
struggle between life and death ; MAien oa 
the fourth nptoriuog a sodden^ and violooit 
Qonvulsion sei^d her, iai which sbe hreaHted 
bar last sigh, ^d. her pu^e spirit fled to 
happier regions. 

Loud and violent were the lam^ntationa 
of the two nieces. Fapny ni^ither spoke nor 
wept, horror for some oninut^Sr seensed to> 
have deadened all h^r faculties,, when the 
doctor turning to. take her haivj, she drop^ 
ped senseless f^t )ip feet. 

It 
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It was some time before she recovered^ 
and was then takc^ri to bed without having 
strength to speak or oppose Her removal 
from the chamber of death. 

After a few hours had elapsed the doctor 
enquired of the young ladies, if they knew 
of any will being made ; th^ not being a( 
all acquainted with thetr late aunt*8 private 
concerns, could afford him. no information^ 
fae therefore proposed sending for Mr^ 
Farren, her attorney. 

On bis arrival, he said, he was very ap- 
prehensive there was no will exepiited.**^ 
^^ A few months ago,** added he, *' when 
setting some business with Mrs. Fitz«^ 
william, she told me, she had occasionally 
l^en making a few memorandums relative 
to the disposal of her fortune. -~ *^ My 
landed estates,** said she, ^ will unquestion- 
ably be my nephew James's, the only son 
of nr. late brother; but having very const-* 
dcrable funded property, and some lately 
purchased copyhold estiiM^ I am very de- 
sirous. 
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sirous, for many reasons, to make my will 
and bequeath my personal fortune to those 

, I think most entitled to it. — Therefore, 
Mr. Farren, I shall send for you shortly, 
to take instructions from these memo- 
randums, which when completed, will pive 
me the satisfaction of knowing I have done 
my duty." 

" I believe," added Mr. Farren, " it is 
near four months since this conversation^ 

. passed, and from tnat hoyr it has never 
been renewed, or in the slightest way al- 
hided to." 

The doctor expressed his concern al this 
information^ at the same tiane observing, 
that Sir Robey^ M^rsh, being guardian to 
young Meredith, under his father's will, 
and fortunately at this time in the country, 
he thought it would be proper to send for 
him to be present in examining the papers, 
and sealing up the effects. 

* This arrangement was not perfectly agree- 
. able to the youngj^oladies, but they found it 

in 
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in vain to oppose what both gentlemen 
thought indispensibly necessary. 

On the arrival of Sir Robert Marsh they 
proceeded to examine the cabinets and 
drawers ; in one of the latter was found a 
paper, labelled on the back Memorandums, 
which oa opening appeared to be in an 
unfinished state. The following were the 
contents: 

^^ Mem^ All my landed estates, 
independent, of Malvern Abbey, which was 
settled on his father and his heirs, with ten 
thousand pounds from my funded property, 
to be my nepheir Meredith's; and my said 
n^hew to be my residuary legatee, when 
all my debts and legacies are paid. — ^Ten 
thousand pounds to each of my two nieces, 
daughters of my sister Bruce^ now resident 
with me.— Four hundred a year 'to my 
sister Bruce during her life, and if Mr. 
Bruce survives her, two hundred a year for 
his life. 
VOL. m. G .. ''To 
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^* To Faflny Thompson, whom I hare 
taken under my protection, I give forty- 
five pounds^ a- year, for clolhes and educa- 
tion, for seveil years from the djite of lh«s 
my intended will. At the expiration of the 
said seven years, the further sum of three 
hundred poonds, to place her hi donie lint 
that noay cfwaWe her to procure her own 
subsistence; and if she behav^es wett, 
should a tfifling sum mote be wanted for 
that purpose, I recommend her to the ge-^ 
herosrty and humanity 6f my nephew Me^ 
redith, my legatee. 

' '* Lieutenant ThompscJIt, of the Ven- 
geance frigate, now, or lately in the East 
Indies, and if/Bt. Samuel Barton, a surgeon*^ 
mate in the njivy, are the only twa persodsi 
(o the best of my knowledge, who li«ve any 
interest in the destiny of Fanny OTft^mpson, 
or are acquainted with her concerns. 

*^ To all my servants a year's wages; 
over and above which I give to Ann Simp* 
son and James WilWns, who have resided 

with 
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Vith me many years, the sum of Ixventy 
pounds a year for each of their lives. — And 
I request tliat Sir Robert Marsh, and Dr. 
Douglas of Lartguiany— -i— " ' 

Here most unfortunately the meitiordrt- 
dutns were broken off, and were without 
date or sr^nattire. The gentlemen were 
inexpressibly 66ncerned, when after the 
most rrtirtdte seart:!T, not the slightest do- 
cument or id^ititftSLndtxm could be found 
teridirig to ^ite effiftt to the Contents of 
this pap^r. Th^re was little doubt but 
that it t^as the mtention of Mrs. Fit^Swilliam 
to hB,it appottited the two last nanrted.gen- 
^lemert etedutdfs 5 bui Uiihappily she had 
qaitted het peri, by some Extraordinary iti- 

« 

tefrtiplioh, arid h^d omitted, or was pre- 
vented by her sudden illness, from resuming 
it, as she certainly intended by her con- 
verlsafton with Mr. Fdfren. * 

In the quality of guardian to Meredith, 
\VhO succeeded to the landed properly, Sir 
Robert MJhh sealed up all the cabinets 

C 2 and 
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and drawers; and after taking a copy of 
the memorandums properly attested, the 
original was restored to its place, and in- 
ventories wore ordered to be taken of all 
the effects. 

The young ladies, who were present lat 
the reading, were at first much elated by 
their legacy of ten thousand pounds. But 
when a little cooled, and they reflected on 
the great property thrown into the hands of 
their cousin, with the bequests to poor 
Fanny, envy and rancour took possession 
of their bosoms; and. forgetful of their 
aunt*s generosity to them, such were their 
seliish regrets for the good extended to 
others, that they eagerly caught hold of the 
gentlemen's doubts, and heartily hoped the 
memorandums would be disputed by their 
mother. 

So blind is envy to its true interest, that^ 
they never considered what they themselves 
might lose, in the possibility of their mo^ 
ther's coming kito possessioni of the per- 
sonals. 
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«onaIs, without .any provision made for 
them; but wishing evil to others, considered 
only the gratification of their own malice 
against a poor unoffending orphan. 

Young Meredith arrived even sooner 
than was expected. At this period he was 
nearly fourteen jears of age, possessed of 
an excellent heart, a fund of good nature, 
and an understanding which would have 
done credit to one of a riper age. But his 
character so early formed, had two shades 
in it, which too generally creates more 
enemies than it gains friends, an inope- 
tuosity of disposition, a native pride that 
made him impatient of controul, and too 
frequently assumed the form of arrogance, 
when contradicted, ot impeded in any of 
bis chosen pursuits. 

To those younger than himself, to those 
who were oppressed by others, and less li- 
berally provided for, he was the kindest 
and most generous of friends; but to such 
whose rank in life was superior to his own, 

C3 and 
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and whose birth and fortune were presumed . • 
pn as exacting claims to respect^ which 
^h^ir own intrinsic worth ha,d no pretensiopft 
to, to those be in\mriab)y assumed a lofti* 
X)es3 of nutnnieri an indifference and hauteur^ 
which supported his own con^equ^np^, aqd 
repelled every attempt at presumption^ or . <>^ 
impertinence frQm his titled companion ^^^ 

J^redith waa w^mly att^h^d tp his lat^ 
aun^., and very sincerely grieved at her 
death. r— When introduced ii|to the room 
Viiere his cousins apd Dr. Douglas ^eve 
in conversation^ his emoti<ins were bq vfrj^ 
vi$ible, that the ypung Uiliaq thppght \% 
becoming in th^m to q^II up k>ok& 9f 8QV« 
roWji aAd di^pl^y tb^ir h?ndl^erchie(a» though 
ti)ey could npt iurce th^ir tears at command. 

After mutual condolements, Meredith 
a^ked (q^ his ]ittle favourite^ Fanny^ and 
desired \o sea h^xi — she w^aa accordingly 
sent fp/. When sh^ nmde.hjer appearance* 
tjliere was np as^n\ption qf gvi^ m her — • 
the palq (^ce^ th^e suiik^ eyes> and. the 

tracea 
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traces of tears ^hich had swelled her fe»» 
lures, were unequivocal testimooies of 
heart -lell sorrow, 

Meredith*s syn}pathy was equally undis-» 
guined, he warmly embraced her, sayhfig,— 
'* Take coiBibrtv my dear Fanny, €rod has 
been pleased to take (rom you a good 
tod generous protectress, but. not the only 
one who loved you ;-<*^or her sake you shall 
^ , ,be dear to me, — I will not desert you when- 
^ Mer you want a friend/* 

-^' Tears were her only reply, as he seated 
' ' het in a chair mixt to himsdf. Those ^" 
h^ hearts in which envy and raalice have ^ ^^ 
ft%kd their stings, can alone be competent ^ 
to judge of the pangs which swelled the 
bb^ms of the Miss Bruces, at this ten- 
^^jSem€9B\nnd avowed friendship to the ob« 
^je<^';of their hatred. — We hope none of 
^^ our refiders ever experienced similar sen* 

sati&ns. 
^ W>iien Sir Robert Marsh was informed' 
V ^^ ef KJeredith's arrival, he lost no time in 
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r^airing to the abbey. In the intermediate 
space he had taken counsel's opinion relative 
to the memorandums, and was much con-' 



cerned to be informed, — ." That if opposed 
by any relatives entitled to share the per- 
sonals, being without date or signature, 
there was no ground to support the legality 
of the bequests, under the circumstances 
in which they now stood/* 

S<r Robert was not unacquainted with 
the character of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce $ ho 
knew there were no reasonable bopes to be 
entertained of their justice or generoiityi 
and was extremely grieved, that such worth- 
ies^ persons had the ppwer to assume an 
unlimited controul. 

He had communicated his information 
in confidence to the Doctor. Mr. Farren 
had also given his decided opinion, that all 
must rest on the coincidence of the Bruces 
to the intention of the testator's memoran-. 
duiAs, and from them nothing was expected. 

The/ 



NAVY LIEUTENANT. 53 

They were therefore very cautious in 
their proceedings ; but as the funeral could 
not be delayed. Sir Robert took upon him 
to order every thing in a han^fome ^tyle, 
and an early day was appointed for the me- 
lancholy duty. 
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The Doctor took her hand^ and led her 
to a chair^ then bowing respectfully^ he 
said>— ^^^ You are arrived^ Madam, to a 
melancholy family ; and as our messenger 
could noi have reached you, I am con- 
cerned it falls to my lot to inform you of 
a very grievous event.'* 

'' What!" exclaimed she, interrupting 
him, " is my sister dcjad?** 
. The good man bowed in silence. 

" Bless me," rejoined she^ without .even 
an appearance of concern, ** how strangely 
events combine to distress me, for within 
^, this fortnight I -am become a widow." 

. " How !" said Miss Bruce, " what, my 
iiear mamma, 19 our p^a dead?** 

^^ Yes,i child, he is indeed dead. Not 
that you have much to lament, for he 
never cared sixpence for his chtldren ; and 
had he possessed millions, in the room of 
thousands, all would ha^^e been ^pent. — 
But more of this another time; pray in- 
form 
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form me of the particulars of this recent 
event/* 

The Doctor seeing she looked earnestly 
on Meredith without speaking, took his 
hand, .and leading him to her^.said,-— 
'^ Perhaps, Madam^^ it may be* some time 
since you saw this young gentleman, who 
is surprisingly grown in the last two years 
*~your nephew, Mr. James Meredith/' 

The youth kissed her hand, saying, '^ I 
am glad to see you, my dear aunt/' 

^^ You are indeed wonderfully altered,'* 
returned she coldly; '' but I am impatient , 
for sfli account of my sister's death, and to 
know if she has left a will." 

The Docrtor very sdon satisfied her in / 
these particulars. When she heard the 
memoranduma read, her face glowed with 
indignation .and anger; but no sooner was 
she informed that her concurrence was ne- 
cessary to give Ihem ef{ect„ and that by 
agreeing to comply with her sister's wishes, 
e^ery thing might be quietly and amicably ' 

settled. 
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settled, no sooner had she obtaiiied this 
desirable information, than she sprang front 
her chair,— *^ How, Sir!" cried she, *♦ can 
^ou suppose I will ever consent to alienate 
my own wnA my children's rights-— to have 
her funded property willed away, and be 
content with the pakry pittance of four 
hwidred a year?" 

•^ Consider, Madam, there is twenty 
thousand pountls between your daughters,'* 
said the Doctor, interrupting her. 

^^ And what is twenty thousand pounds 
from her immense fortune? — I tell you, 
Blr, whoever you ar^, that I wiH never 
consent to such an infamous partition of 
her propcrty.*'^ 

** Sir Robert Marsh, Mr. Mere<}ith's 
guslrdian, is more competent to speak on 
this subject thaff I am,*'* returned the Doc- 
tor, coldly, ♦* and he win be here to-mor- 
«ow morning.'* *" » 

•^ And may I be aHowcd, Sir, to enquure 
the name of the gentfeman now before me?'' 

" Dear 
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Dl^ar wnt, I bag ypur pwiw," cried 
I^er^jtb, '^ this 13 Tk. Douglasi, my bte 

<3tmiit*9 phyfioiaD wet frieiicl^''. 

ThQ . Doctpr l)ow^, but with an w of 
^)dilfe)i:eRS:» Ib^ sppk^ his little desire q( 
cultivating the notice of Mrs« BrMce« witti 
vfliom he w^ ^eady thorpi^hly diaguated; 
aqd he yg^iry soon letired to his ^fiertcnepti 
aqd l«(l t,he ladib to tbeoaa^vf s. 

^' Pray/' liskid Mr^. $ruc9> ^' \f^ tbin 
Doctor a r^wlj^nt in the house ?'f 

f ^ Oh, 13P," replied M^riapncj, " he ba» 
only sl<(pt here si^c^ my apnt died^ I sup.* 
pose to wat^ t^at v^ d*^. 99t brcq): tb# 
sea}3." S(he, then with ix^^qb soriinQiw 
df^^c^te4 09; th^e Poctor's <MGiQi}fiWS$, as 
shQ ternwd it. 

YwBg Meredith, who bigWy respected 
him, s^I(j^ s|S wsrmly JR his praise. 

^^ Nq doubt he is a migbty worihy man^ 

for be is yourjrifind I suppose." 

The sneer wbif^h aocompaiiied these 

werf ^ ^xpresHW of, timt aM»Quig» 

that 
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that the youth was flushed with indignation; 
but suppressing his feelings, he replied with 
some energy,—" Dr. Douglas I believe is 
the friend of every one who deserves his 
respect.*' He then rose and wished them 
a good night. 

To detail the conversation that passed is 
unnecessary. MrsJ* Bruce briefly men- 
tioned her husband*^ do^th, as occasioned 
^y a cold, and a violent agitation of spirits^ 
produced by losing all the money he pos- 
sessed, and incurring a large debt, at the 
gaming table ; from whence he had rushed 
into the street with his waistcoat unbuttoned, 
without a hat, and in a profuse perspiration. 
•— llie consequence was a fever on the 
brain, which carried him off in two days. 

" Without assuming a,, grief I did not 
feel," said she, " I .disposed of my fur- 
niture directly, to raise money for vhy jour- 
ney, and set off with all speed; though 
previously I had Written to your aunt, and am 
sui^rised the letter has not been received/^ 

She 
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She then proceeded id assure them she 
would not give up a shilling; and though 
they would then be dependent on her, yet 
eventually they would have more than twice 
ten thousand pounds. 

The ladies, however, now felt, that ten 
thousand pounds independent, of mammae 
would be far more desirable; and regretted 
that that part of the memorandums could 
not be established without the other be- 
quests standing good. 

They were silent a few momentii when 
the suddenly demanded what was become 
of that foundling girl they had so oflen 
fnenttoned in their letters; and who it 
seemed her ridiculous sister had intended 
such a provision Tor had she made a will. 
They satisfied her that she was in the house, 
but had retired to bed before her arrival, 

** *Tis mighty well,'* returned she, *^ I 
shall soon send her packing; unless that 
boy does any thing for her, she will have 

nothing of me, J have no notion of such 

vagabonds 
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vagabonds being so improperly encour^gedP, 
f^kt her go to her parish/' 

Poor Fanny !**-IJnicoi^ciDu& of the evils 
(hat threatened her, she was sleeping q^^i- 
etly in her little chamber, in the back fronts 
and heard not of the arrival of Mrs. Bruce 
till the next morning; when Mrs. Simpson^ 
who waa no friend to that lady» told her 
she would find her in the break fast- room. 
'^ And you mast be very humble and res- 
pectful/^ said she, ** for she is as proud aa 
Lucifer, not a bit like our late good lady^ 
I dare say she'll want to possess all,— -yoa 
will have no good from her I assure you." . 

The poor girl trembled at this recital; 
and wanting courage to enter the breakfast* 
room, when she descended tl)e stairs, was 
turning into the library. At the door she 
met Meredith coming from th^ioe with 
the Doctor behirvd him, both looking un- 
commonly grave,~*^ Ah, Fanny," cried 
the former, taking her hand, ** where are you 
going ) don^t you know breakfast is ready ? *^ 
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'^ J, I b^Ii^v^ I CAn't take any Ibiiig this 
morning," answered she in a broken voice. 

He looked earnestly on her (or a mo- 
men t, then drawing her along**^'^ Ye^, 
yWy you Must eat ; came, I will introduce 
yoo to my aunt Bruce." 

She attempted to resist, bui he hdd her 
hs^ firmly, .aiid led ber into the room^ 
where the ladies sat with aiUlen d^nity. 
• Meredith drew Fauny dose to bis aunt. 
** A young favourite of my late dear aunt's,'* 
fftid he, presenting her; " she has lost a 
geod friend^ but I hope in rny worthy euofc 
8ruce> Fanny Thompson will find auoiher 
proteetreaa equally kind to her.*' 

** I never engage for my friendship or 
protection, without knowing it to be de- 
served; when I know more of Fanny 
Thompson, I shall be better able to judge 
of her clatiDs to my regards^ than from the 
partiality of my young nephew, who ean 
know but Utile of the hisman heart, and 

ligWUy 
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lightly forms kis opinion from the surface 
of things." 

Meredith still held the poor girKs hand^ 
^vho, affected by the tender mention of her 
late benefactress, and humbled by the re- 
pellant looks and words of Mrs. Bruce^ 
burst into tears. 

. " Don*t weep, my dear Fanny/* cried 
the youth, with an indignant glance at the 
three females, '^sit down and take your 
breakfast.** 

'' Fray do, my good girt/* liid the kind 
doctor, ** I have no doubt but your proper 
behaviour will obtain the regard of Mrs. 
Brucei whea she is better acquainted with 
you/^ 

*^The girl has a watery head, I believer 
—You have no cause to cry, I think, ivhen 
you have such partial friends." 

Very little conversation passed at break* 
fast, and it was scarcely over before Sir 
Robert Marsh was announced. A long 
tod very unpleasant conference took place . 

betweeq 
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between Mrs. Bruce, th^ two gentlemen^ 
and Meredith, who, by Sir Robert's desire^ 
had accompanied them to the library. 

In vain was every argument adduced by 
the baronet^ to persuade Mrs. Bruce to a 
compliance with her late sisler's intentions; 
by fulfilling the bequests ; she positively re- 
fused her concurrence to any such arrange- 
ments, was determined to assert her rights 
lb a moiety of the personal fortane, and aa 
resolute not to give up a sbiUing to any 
such absurd legacies. 

In vdin did Meredith plead, or the gen- 
tlemen reason.— She was so decisive and so 
rude, that at length Sir Robert was pro- 
voked beyond all endurance.-— *<' I cannot 
dispute your rights,** said he, ^' but I must 
arraign you of injustice and ingratitude.-— 
You well know the late worthy Mrs. Fitz-. 
William, INNiifTerent periods, paid more than 
twelve thousand pounds for debts con- 
tracted by^our extravagance, and has long 
maintained you* I blush to say a. rude 

thing 
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thtng to any ftiml^, btrt yoiif urhote coti* 
duct a& a daughter^ ft sifter, £1 wffb, and ^ 
mothei'^ has bden mo^ f^pft^chf\^l atKl 
improp«p, to Kty the I^Ast of it. You will 
noV^^, ? fear, ^^ong yoDf dftoghtCfis^ fof ftn- 
h^pily thiey wlH be in ydur pdtvef ." 
!*• AhP* cried NfeHedJth, irtterfupting hiw, 

<* I wiH ^ilHwgly r^gh fhe wn thou- 

^tid given td i|!i6) ^d the r^i^af Ad^er vthich 
iDciy be teft; if nrly^ d«ar atint tf ill but aildW 
the payment of otbet- legSLcMsy I wai^ too- 
thing for myself." I 

♦* Ydtr are a diild/' rfefcurfted ih6, dis- 
dainfolty^ ^< by admitting one p^n^ I <^($fi- 
firm the claiirle 6f alf/ WhieH I «IM not'do^ 
btrt use the priv'rtegfe the \m dHdW&mfe.** 
By so doing," rejoined Sir . Robert, 

you Will indisputably be eiltitled to a 
rtoiety of the pefsoi&ali v^'ith niy y6tti1g 
'>cbarg(fe, but I must tdl ybft frank%, that ih 
qufllily of his guardian, I shall fee fi'gidly 
just, ^ven to ttie minutest tri#ft^ tlmt he 
may ha\*e the powef^ as I vim cbwiiwed he 

has 
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hds the mclinjftiem, to falfil ^vcry expressed 
wtsfti of his Jate respectsfble aant towards ber 
iktle protegee^ and her faithful servants; 
and ad a prdifninary in the discharge of 
my duty, fKrmit me to remind you, Ma^ 
d&rf», tb«t Malvem-Abbey is the absoTote 
pi^operty cif Mr« Menedtth, consequently 
tbat &n^ Ms^ends can be welcome here/' 

While ri^ for a moment impeded speech 
from Mr*. Bruc^, ]\leredith e«Gkiined^-««< 
^^ Ah ! dear Sir, Mrs. Bruce iB no less my 
aunt thati Che dear lady I have lost ;-^8urely 
my aunt, my doufsin^, ane fuUy entitled to 
make my house their home^'' 

" ¥ee/' rq^Sir Roliert. " Jf they con^ 
«tder yottr interest, and wish to nhake tliot 
home pleasant to yoo and your friends, I 
ehpuki be the last man in the world to op^ 
pose your respect and consideration for 
yotir reMHis; but allow meto say, that the 
conduct of Mrs. Brace must decide and 
establish Npw far she is entitled to it. If 

■ 

fifae is inclined to settle things amicably and 

agreeably 
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agreeably to the. tenor of the memoran* 
dums, this house is at her service till you 
become of age; if^ on the contrary^ she 
persists in her present avowed intention of 
claiming what the law will unquestionably 
assign to her, then I 'shall also persist ia 
requesting her removal from hdhce with all 
speed, and inform her, that ker^ she has no 
authority to act, or command a single do- 
mestic, nor shall I quit the house while she 
remains in it.'* - . 

Meredith was silenced, but, how impos- 
sible to describe the scene that ensued, the 
rageful passion of Mrs. Bruce, which over- 
came every consideration of decency, <4 res- 
pect to herself, or her auditors ;-^she de- 
scended to the most violent abuse, and in the 
most vulgar terms. Meredith vainly exerted 
himself to calm the tor;-ent of her invectives, 
she was outrageous, until Sir Bdhert's en- 
durance was wholly overcome, and rising 
with a look of contempt he took Meredith's 

arm, 
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%rm, and quitted the room without uttering- 
a single word. 

" I have done,*' said he, '^ with that 
«harfieless woman, my dear boy. Happily 
you can never want those sums of which 
you will be deprived by her selfishness, 
though ddfebtless pretty considerable; but 
Jron must have a moiety of the personals, 
and, I am persuaded, will most readily pay 
those legacies her avarice will set aside." 

*' Most assuredly, my dear Sir, I wiH 
enter into any engagement you please to 
dictate, that may empower you to fulfil the 
bequests of my late aunt to that dear little 
Fanny, and her faithful servants." 

Being that moment joined by the doctor, 
who had remained a few minutes with Mrg. 
Bruce, — " I have exerted myself very fruit- 
lessly,'* said he, *^ to make that violent wo- 
man hear^ reason, but to contend with her 
avails nothing. — I therefore simply told her, 
yoti had taken possession of the abbey in 
the name of.your ward, that she must there- 

voL. rii. * D fore 
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fore consider herself as your guest while 
she remained in it ; that the funeral wobid 
take place to-oiorrbw, and. that it became 
her in respect to her own reputation, to 
conduct herself with decency under these 
circumstances." 

During the whole day Mr9> Bruce re- 
mained in her own apartment, and had a 
plate sent her from the dining table, de- 
clining to join them ; though she permitted 
her daughters to do so, more as spies thaa 
with any intention of shewing a civility to 
the party. 

The young ladies, who had in a tete-a^ 
tete, reflected on the present state pf things, 
and combined the past and the future into 
one focus, saw but little reason to congra- 
tulate themselves on their mother's acqui- 
sitions, which eventually robbed them of 
the independence their late aunt had de- 
signed in their favour. 

They were old enough, and had sufficient 
understanding to recollect the very little 

* kindness 
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kindness or attention ever bestowed on 
them by their mother; whose extravagance 
and neglect of her family, had kept p.-,ce 
with the profuse dissipations of her husband 
They could recal no icts of matornai 
tenderness in earlier days, and now, after a 
separation of y^ars, how coM and indifFereut 
was her behaviour ?-To judge of their fu- 
ture expectancies by Iw past conduct, held 
out but small hope* 6f her justice or gehe- 
rosity; and gladly would they now have con 
curred in establishing the memorandums 
into effect, even to the advantage of their 
cousin and the hated Fanny, so that thev 
could be sharerspf their len thousand pounds 
independent of their mother's controul. 

These reflections though they occasioned 
very painful feelings, and threw a cor 
respondent cast of vexation over their 
features, had, however, tended to soften 
their voices, and greatly abated the hauffhtv 
exterior which they had been accustomed 
to wear towards Fanny. There appeared arv 

D2 
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air of melancholy which afFecte^ the syni--' 
pathising heart of Meredith, as if they 
grieve^ at the misunderstanding between 
his guardian and Mrs. Bruce; he was/ 
therefore, more tender and more respectful 
to them, from the credit he gave to the 
nature of their feelings. 

Not so did Dr. Douglas appreciate them. 
In the few days he had passed at the abbey, 
he had seen so many instances of their self^ 
i^nessj of their insolence and unkindnesd 
to the poor little orphan, that he estimated 
t^dr present looks and behaviour to the 
right cause*— to their disappointmerrt atid 
dependanceon an unfeeling parent; conse- 
quently he was rather inclined to think 
them deservedly punished for their want 
of humanity, and the little sorrow or regret 
they had shewn for the death of their 
benefactress. 

Fanny, the iruly afflicted and humbled 
child of charity, eat nothing, though Me- 
redith^ with every mark of considerate ten- 
derness. 



J 
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derness, tempted her with the nicest bits oi; 
the table ; and both Sir Robert and the 
doctt>r encour^ed her by the kindest 
attentions. 

She tried to eat, and to express her gra- 
titude, but it was an effort only; she could 
hot articulate her wordsaudib}y,and they saw 
her feelings u^ere too powerful for utterance. 

Mrs. Bruce kept her sullen state. Th6 
fbllowiiig nnorning saw the saered remains 
of a most worthy woman consigned to thd 
eold grave, thoogh h^r virtues were inde^ 
libly impressed trn the bosoms of all who 
koQw hep,, except her nr^grateful sister; for 
even ber nieces now felt their irreparable 
lossy in their selfish consideration df their 
own interest. 

i The -fnorning succeeding this melancholy 
ceremony, Sir Robert and the doctor had a 
long-conference with Mrs^, Bruce, and every 
paper and document was examined relative 
to the fortune of the deceased. There ap- 
peared 4o.be upwards of eighty thousand 

Da pounds 
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pounds in the funds^ with several leaseholci 
and copyhold estates she had purchased at 
the expence of near thirty thousand more. 

Sir Robert then told her, it was the 
earnest request of his young ward that she 
would remain at the abbey until inventories 
of every valuable was taken for their mutual 
satisfaction^ and a division^ such as she had 
determined on, was entirely completed. 

" I will confess," added he^ " that it wad 
much, his wish to ofFer you the abbey luitil 
he comes of age, but to thftt arrangement 
I cannot consent ; for ai you concede no- 
thing in favour of otherB,>and ii he wiH pay 
every legacy, except what was intended for 
your daughters, who of course are. now 
more amply provided for, it is my intention 
to let Malvern-Abbey for his advantage, 
and in this plan I follow the dictates of pru- 
dence, and my duty as a guardian of his 
property.'* 

" Well, Sir, you must allow," said she 
haughtily, ^' that I have patiently attended 

to 
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to your long harangue, with but little to 
thank you for on the score of politeness.— 
You will inform young Meredith that his 
aunt will not intrude in his house one day 
after our business is concluded ; — ^till then, 
as there are many valuables in this house, a 
moiety of which belongs to me, I shall asr 
suredly stay where I am, though possibly 
in your opinion on trespass." 
. The gentlemen coldly bowed and with- 
drew^ reporting their conversation to Me- 
redith, who was extremely hurt, and imme- 
diately paid an abrupt visit to his aunt* He 
besought her, even with tears, to entertain 
a good opinion of his respect and love for 
her and his cousins — entreated ths^t he might 
be allowed to cultivate their affectior^ and 
that, to the utmost of his power, he ^ould 
study to deserve it — and indulged a hope 
that they might always live like one family 
closely united; while he sincerely lamented, 
that Sir Robert, tenacious in his duty as a 
guardian, was obliged to adopt measures 

D 4 more 
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more painful to the heart of her nephew, 
than it could possibly be to her. 
, She heard him with a most determined 
coldness at first, but a Isudden thought 
struck her just as his address terminated, 
wd relaxing at once from the seventy of 
her countenance, she gave him lier hand, 
assured him o{ her regard, and that she 
properly discriminated between his guar^ 
dian^s inflexibility and the kind bias of her 
nephew's heart towards her and her girls. 

^^\ ought, however/* seid ihe, ^^ tOt 
alldw for the teDaciousMi^ of y^mr guar- 
dian*s conduct, since the tame dut^ to my 
ehUdreti compelled me to act as I have, 
done 3 for however inclined to give up my 
own ri^ht, as a mother and guardian it was^ 
impos|ible for me to compliment away 
their's, or give up a trust so sacredly re* 
posed in me, when deprived of their father .< 
Therefore, my dear nephew, we must sub-^ 
mit to be slaves to circumstances over 
which we liave no ccmtroui. I forgive Sir 

Robert ; 
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Sobert; and on the same groand' must 
be exonerated by you from every degrae o( 
blaaw^ when only performing a materoat 
duty/' 

The generous^ nnsuspecting youth waa 
fbrcibty impressed with the kindne^ of bis 
aunt } he thouglit nothing conld be opposed* 
against a proceeding sanctified by such 
motives^ when both eqoky and justice en*- 
titled his cotwins to an equal share of the 
pefsonnhy hovirever the partiality of his late 
dear aunt bad ifytended to distiivgutsh iitm^ 
Under this conviction^ he embraced and 
thanked her for her caodout and integrity, 
winh an assurance^ that he shoukl not be 
found ongi-ateful <vhen he had the power 
to prove his sense of her goodness in thift 
conversation. 

Wfaile Mrs. Bruce exulted in (he success 
erf her delusive arts oxer the tmnd of her 
itephew^ and antfotpated ^fu tore events to 
gratify her rapacious views, -'he, ne less 
^leased^ reported to his two friends the 

D 5 candid 
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candid and just motives which had governed 
his aunt to assert her right for the advan- 
tage of her children ; than which nothing 
could be more legal and' proper as . the 
guardian of her daughters, whose claims 
both justice and afTection demanded her 
exertions to establish. It was much his 
wish, therefore, that no further oppositioiT^ 
or reflections, ^should hurt her feelings, or 
estrange her affection from him. 

Both Sir Robert and the doctor were 
\yell acquainted with the character of Mrs. 
3ruce ; they could easily perceive she had 
^on)e points to carry, some Views of advan-- 
tage to herself, by thus temporizing, and 
playing on the feeiliqgs of her young ne- 
phew* But they forbore to speak their sen- 
timents, because, while he was under ag9 
she could not possibly injure him, and Sir 
Robert resolved to throw his fortune into 
Chancery, and only charge himself with 
his education. 

« But 
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^' But/* said the doctor, *' will Mrs. 
Bruce's generosity and justice lead her to 
join with you in paying the legacies to the 
little protegee and servants of her late sister^ 
as she deprives you of your*s, and has the 
moiety of all the personals?" 

** No, Sir,** replied Meredith, coloaring, 
*^ nor do I desire it. I understand my for- 
tune is very considerable, and can well af- 
ford to gratify niy wish of shewing the 
respect and gratitude I owe to my late 
aunt, by paying those trifling bequests to 
those she valued, and who loved her.** 

" You are a good and generous youth,** 
rejoined the doctor, ** but your guardians 
are not authorised to indulge your liberality; 
therefore you should reflect, that those an- 
liuities must be paid from your allowance, 
consequently you will sufler many depri- 
vations, to save money sufficient to dis- 
charge the obligation you take upon your- 
self.*^ 

« Well, 
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"Well, Sir, I must be more frtigell 
suppose, and all I have to do, is to throw 
away no money idly ; and perhaps be less 
kind to those who cannot want assistance, 
or at least have not such claims upon me 
as these good servants of my aui|>t's. As 
to Fanny Thompsdu, she shali nev^ know 
the want of a friend while James Meredith 
lives.*— Xiike me, she is an. orphan, but un- 
like me, she is poor and friendless ; and it 
is my duty to provide for her to the utmost 
eiitent of »her benefactress's intentions/' 

" My dear boy !" exclaimed Sir Bobertj 
<^ jour generous heart shall not be narrowed 
in points where hjimanity and justice gQ?em 
its dictates-*<-you ^hall be enabled to gratifji 
your wishes; and when I give up the ma-f 
nagement of your fortune, I will take care 
the sums allowed for your use^ shall admit 
of paying those anmutiesj without cifciail'7 
scribing your usual expenditure," -' r 

Meredith gratefully thanked his guardfrn^ 
and withdrew in search of Fanny, whose 

melancholy 
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tt^aockolj tt(uflitk)n affected him grektiy ; 
leaving the two gentlemen exceedingly de-' 
lighted in obierviog sack tniable traits of a 
got>d hearty a liberal ntind, and an oncom-^ 
non ahare of understandings itv a boy little 
taore than fourteen years of age. 

But howeirer disposed -they were to ceni-< 
ply with faia desire of being on civil terms 
with MrB» Brvce^ Sir Robert was deter-^ 
xnined to renst evecy overture tending tm 
her. residence iai the abbey;, and -having a 
friend who had for some time been looking 
out for a handsome boose in that part of 
tbe kingdotib^ h^ wrote vritfaout delay to 
ofibr hia wmil-s eakate to his cotisideratioa. . 

Meredith had Ibwid Fanny in a retired 
part of the garden; her eyes plainly toM 
fakn the nature of her feelings* He took 
her hand, and in the kkidest aoafHser de«» 
skred she would inibrm , hsao, if she wsd 
well iised at Mrs. Frampton^s, or had any 
o^ection to return thei^.-^— '^ Beingenoausy 
my dear Famiy^ my good aunt has left a 

handsome 
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handsome sum for your education, you will 
not be obliged to return to your former 
school if unpleasant to you; another atu- 
ation will be easily met with, therefore 'tis 
entirely left to your c4ioice to reside with 
Mrs. Frampton or not. Dr. Douglas will 
be your guardian when I i'etum to Eton.** 
A burst of tears fell from her eyes.«-f 
** Oh, how kind you areP' said she, " no 
one cares for me here but you and the 
doctor!— To tell the truth I drd not like 
Mrs. Frampton 's school at first, she isvery 
good and kind herself, but very seldom in 
the public school room. The head teacher 
is proud and ill tempered, but the othery 
my dear Miss Betterson, is as good as a 
mother to me; and though the young 
ladies are all proud, and don*t notice me, 
because— because I am a poor orphan, and 
because, they say, I had a naughty mother, 
yet I do so love Miss Betterson, that I 
would rather go to her than amobg 
ttrangers^— for now you know> I have no 

friend 
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friend or benefactress to go to^ no one to 
care for roe.** 

Again her tears streamed, while the 
plaintive tones of her voice sunk into the 
soul of Meredith; and he felt the warn> 
drops roll down his cheeks, as he pressed 
her hand, and assured her she would find 
in Dr« Douglas and himself two friends who 
would never forsake her, — and that he 
would take care she should appear in such 
a light at school, that none of the young 
misses should dare to insult her» 

The poor girl so sensibly fek this kind-^ 
ness, that she kissed his hand, and tan from 
him speechless, and almost frantic between 
joy and sorrow. — Her emotions could not 
be expressed by .words; nor was Meredith 
less moved by the dumb, but eloquent ex- 
pression which agitated her whole frame. 

Not longer to dwell on the several in- 
cidents of little consequence to this history,' 
we sh^ll briefly say, that on a division of 
property, Merectith found himself entitlecfc' 

to 
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to more Uian fifty thousand- pounds^ inde- 
pendent of his paternal fortune^ and the. 
estate of Malvern Abbey. Far ffc)m te- 
grettmg he had lost so large a aukn as 
would have reverted to him after pa)tneQt 
of the le^ci^y had the memorandunos 
been carried it»to effect^ he \v&8 rejdced bis 
aunt and oottsins were so wdl provided for 
independent of him. 

But what cat! satisfy a rapacious mmd i^*^ 
Fifty thousand pounds was a 9ubi so infi** 
nitely beyond vVhat'Mrs.. Brace' could ever 
h^e hop^ fof) knowing in fact bow little 
abe deserved on die score of xbeiik) or af« 
fection to her fmily^ that ^b& oertaia]/. 
ought to have been highly contented with 
lit ; but the superior fbttune of her nephew 
was a sting to her hearty that not oniy^ less^. 
ened the value of what ^he possessed^ and. 
fil^ied her bosdm. with hMred and envy, but 
gave rise to every bad passioft to contrive 
plans that should eventaaUy aggrandise 
IteilKlf at Ilia expend*. 

Thus 



NAyy LIBTTTBHAWTi 



<J 



. Thus wbcD she took an affectionatie leave 
of him^— ^wbeB she tdd him that it was her 
ijitention to reside 19 London, and from ita^ 
comparative vicinity to Eton, would, ahe 
flHtter0d herself, facilitate their frequent *m- 
terviews, as her houde v^ould at all times be 
his home ••^ when she recommended his 
oousias to his kind remembrance, whosa 
ekarJi/ laved im.^-— when she uttered sAl 
these seeming Idndnesses, she detested hin» 
ki her heatt, and had no other view thaii 
to make hiih siibse)^ient to her own decf^ 
l^td solfiib K^ithetr > : ' . 

Sir Robsrt Marsh wat Dot inattentive^ 
and pwre h«r all the credit for sincerity that 
she dewrved, for he understood her cha<# 
racter well. 

. Her afi^cttonate leave*taking did not 
extend towards poor Fanny; neither did 
the young ladies shew the least d^ree of 
interest or regard for her, they coldly bad4 

her good bye, and wished hsr well. 

When 
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When the carriage drove from the gate^^ 
the poor Jiltle orphan deeply sighed, saying, 
•*-*^ Oh, how happy are the Miss Braces, 
they have a mamma with them !'* 

" True, my good girl," said Sir Robert, 
who had heard her involuntary exclamation, 
" but 'tis very possible^ they may have to 
boast of no advantages over you from that 
circumstance; believe me, my dear, they 
have exchanged the care of a real mother 
for a mere nominal one. Mrs. Fitzwilltatn 
was more than ft mother to themi and Mn. 
Bruce is much lent the will have the namei 
but without feeling mftternal tenderness, or 
regarding her children's interest,—- they are 
objects for pity, not of envy, or I am very 
much mistaken/* 

Fanny blushed at this gentle rebuke, but 

made no reply. Dr. Douglas soon after 

joined her.—** J hear, my dear girl, that 

you are willing to return to your school ; I 

^im glad of it, it proves that you are not 

^ CPprijCious, or childishly fond of change. 

It 
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It is settled between Meredith and his 
guardian, that your schooling shall be re- 
gularly paid for, dnd every attention shewn 
to you as in Ihe life l\me of Mrs. ^Fitz- 
wiliiam. You will have handsome clothes, 
a liberal allowance for pocket money ; and 
if Miss Betterson continues ' her kind re- 
gards to you, your friends will not be un- 
grateful to her. My dear child, Meredith 
will consider you as a sister, if you continue 
to behave well, and apply diligently to your 
itadi@i| and if fit miy time yott have ^aoie 
to ^omplaiDi which I hope you will never 
dp wJtbotit A rtgird to truth and justieii, 
r@st Mforid of friendi to protect you.-^ 
Young as you are, there is a sensibility, and 
a seaming steadiness in your disposition^ 
that encourages me to talk to you thus 
freely ; — be good, my dear Fanny, and yoii 
will be happy in yourself, whatever treat* 
ment you may meet with from others, 

A burst of grateful tears stopped the old 
gentleman's adiponitions ; -**« well as Bhe 

could 
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eould speak she promised ^^ to be good ancf 
grateful as long as she lived." 

In a very few days after this conversation.. 
Sir Robert Marsh and Meredith consider- 
ately took Fanny to school ; their presence 
giving a consequence to their little pro- 
tegee, which they rightly judged wov»ld be 
of infinite service. to her. 

She was received by Mrs. Frampton and 
her friend Miss Betterson with a very flat-» 

m 

tering degree of kindness; the former gra* 
tified that the little nobody had friends that- 
juatified her among her gfeat coftnexions 
for admitting ber«— the latter felt what she 
professed^ real compassion and regard. 

Here tlien we leave our young heroine^ 
if not happy yet considerably relieved fronx 
that oppressive sorrow which had over*- 
whelmed her for some time past, 

^^eredith sliortly returned to Eton^ his- 
guardian let the abbey to his friend^ and 
placed his charge in the court of chancery; 
reserving a handsome yearly income for his. 

support. 
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support^ and to answer the engngements he 
had entered into to provide for Fanny, and 
the late servants of his good aunt, agreeably 
to the tenor of her memorandums. 

We must now look back to the destiny 
of our old favourite Thompson,' wljoiij we 
left ready tatake possession of the Britaimi;!, 
a country ship; whose heart throbbed with 
gratitude to his employer, and with thankful 
exultation to Heaven for his unlooked for 
good fortune* 
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** How base must be that soul who can delight in giving 
pain to others ! But to accelerate the happiness of a 
human being but for one moment, or speak peace 
to a mind oppressed with sorrow or disappoint- 
ment, is a transport unspeakable to a feeling heart/' 



Wi 



HILE Thompson was improving daily 
in the knowledge required to fit him for the 
duties of his situation, he made no small 
progress in the esteem of Mr. Selwyn, his 
benefactor.^ A character so unadulterated, 
so frank and ingenuous could not fail of 
hieing fully appreciated by a man of under- 
standing, and a good heart; in fact, he con- 
ceived 
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ceived himself peculiarly fortunate in his 
choice of a commander for his ship, and in 
being the instrument chosen by Providence 
to preserve a- .worthy and iil-treated young 
man from being thrown on the world, 
among strangers, and at such a distance 
from his native land. 

Thus mutually disposed to esteem each 
other, the days passed on rapidly and 
pleasantly to both ; the Britannia was nearly 
ready for sea, and her commander thought 
he was pretty well acquainted with every 
necessary point of duty to do credit to him- 
self and justice to his employer. 

-One day, going through a street which 
led to Mr. Selwyn's warehouses, he was met 
by his ci-devant captain; he slightly moved 
his hat, the captain stopped him, — ** Mr, 
Thompson, I hear you are going to com- 
mand a country ship, is my information 
correct?'* 

*' It is, Sir," replied he, '* I am engaged 
in the service of Mr. Selwyn.*' 

« Indeed ! 
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^^ Indeed! and ar^ you aware of die con* 
^quence ? — Do you know that your half- 
pay will be recalled if yoi^ engage ia. lhi« 
line without permission from the Admiralty 
board?" 

** No, Sir, I was not BC<|aainted with 
that circumstance." 

'■ *' Then> Sir, I think it right to inform you 
that it is youf duly to return without any 
delay to England, and attend tl>e board's 
plciasune ; as it 4>ecomes a pari of my duty to 
send home the minutes of the court mdr- 
tibl, and the sentence of the court which 
dismisses you from my ship." 

•^ Sir, it is not in my powei^ to return 
under my present engagements." 

'^Then, Sir, you will be struck qfF the 
list most probably; to a certainty lose youf 
half- pay from. the time, you thouglrt proper 
to make an jE^ngagenaeht contrary to the 
rules of the naval service." . ^ 

Thompson was about to reply, but the 
captain quitted him abruptly. He was 

greatly 
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greatly disconcerted, liaving lately written 
to his agent to desire he would answer what- 
ever bills should be drawn upon him by 
Mr. Samuel Barton, to the Amount of his 
half- pay. — He had also written to Barton^ 
relating his ui;ijust dismission from the 
Vengeance, his subsequent good fortune, 
and an order for him to receive the whole 
of his half pay, if wanted ^ for the use of his 
tittlis Fanny;. who was to be placed at school, 
and taken, cafe. of, the same as if she was 
truly h^ own q^ild. 

The loss of his half pay was a stroke he 
was wholly unprepared for. To be struck off 
the list, was a disgrace to his character as an 
officer and ^ man of i^onour. — What was 
hue. to do? — He had no hesitation in* be- 
lieving, that tl^ same malice which had so 
lately oppressed- him, would pursue him 
with unrelenting severity. — He had no 
friends at the >board, no interest with mi- 
i>istry or parliament men ; a simple in- 
dividual, without fortune, without friends, 
voJL. HI. E and 
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and with a cruel stigma Hangfng on' h!s 
character,-— What had he to oppose against 
the sentence of a court-roartial, and* the 
prejudiced report of his former commander? 
Under these painful reflections, he 
sought^ MK Selwyn, and related the pre- 
ceding conversation with His ci-devant 
captain. Mr. Selwyri saw at once into the 
perseverinrg malice that would crush poor 
Thompson to the extent of lis power. — 
*^ My good fdlow/' said he, " you Have no 
family connexions in England *t6 regret, 
you are in truth a citizen of the world;— 
vAidit then should prevent you from hence- 
forth becoming a contented resident in 
India ? -— I promise you, while I- reMain 
here, a situation far more lucrative than- 
your native country can offer you, Were you 
even promoted to* a command.-^The half* 
pay is a mere trifle, can be of no object to 
yoo when put in competition with the ad- 
vantages I have the pleasure topffkr tti yoo.*' 

"Ah! 
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Ah! my dear, my only friend!'* cried 
Thompson, " God is my witness, that your 
kindness will live in my heart forever! — 
Yes, to shed my last drop of blood to 
prove my gratitude, if it would serve you, 
would be my pride as well as my duty; — 
for why? — you have been, as I may sgy, 
the good Samaritan, to heal the wounded 
mind of a poor stranger, to give bread and 



wine '* 



" No more, no more of that,'* cried 
Selwyn, interrupting hirti, "I shall be 
abundantly overpaid in the friendship of a 
worthy man; — ^yoa owe me nothing on the* 
score of gratitude bitt what' you have the 
power to return! by your good wilf, — f^t I* 
wi/I not. urge you to remain with me, if ytm 
feerreluctaftt,'* 

" Reluctant 1'* exclaimed Thompson, 
tears running down his cheeks; — **0i if 
my life' eoiild with honour be passed in your 
service, titver] never would I forsake you.— 
But to be struck off the^list like a scoun- 

Ea drel! 
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drel ! I cannot bear that, — no^ I cannot bear 
that, though 1 wanted a morsel of bread ! " 

" Hear me,*' said Mr. Selwyn, *^I have 
some friends in England, among whom is 
an old and worthy admiral, lately at the 
board; if he lives and retains his situation, I 
am persuaded my account of this business 
will influence him in your behalf — for I 
shall refer him to the officers and seamen 
of the Vengeance, to corroborate my state- 
ment. Mean tirifie do you instantly write 
to the board a plain unvarnished narrative 
of facts, express the deep sense you have of 
your unmerited disgrace, the distress which 
your dismission had involved you in, and 
which, by its consequences had compelled 
you to accept the command of a country 
ship for the present, to afford you the 
mtsans of support, — but that you would be 
always ready to obey Admiralty orders, and 
serve your king and country in whatever way 
their lordships should please to command 
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** I fear/* answered Thompson, ** I shall 
make but sorry work in writing such a 
letter; a man caimot well speak for himself, 
and I never wrote a letter to the Admiralty 
board in my life/' 

" Well," returned Mr. Selwyn, •* I will 
\vrite then, and you shall copy; a true state 
of your case will speak for itselfj, and to me 
leave the relation of those, circumstances 
>vhich do you so much credit. But, my 
friendj whatever may be the event, even rf 
you loie your commission, I will, this day, 
make such an arrangement as shall effec- 
tually preserve you from feeling pecuniary 
diiScuIties from that circumstance.— I have 
taken you np, I know my duty^ and I am 
sure you will never shrink from your*si'^ 
therefore, make your mind easy, and trust 
that you have a friend who will not forsake 
you." 

The grateful heart of Thompson swelled 
with emotions that could not find utterance^ 

£3 ho 
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he wrung the hand of his generous bene- 
factor, and darted out of the room. 

The silent pressure was appreciated with 
more feeling than the most eloquent ex- 
pressions of loud-toned gratitude could 
have raised, for Selwyn knew -the human 
heart well, real gratitude and sincerity doth 
npt vaunt itself in words. 

An overland dispatch was going for Eng«» 
land in a few days, the good man found 
juieans to send off his lette^t^ by that con- 
veyance, a^d trusted the contenta and t;be 
jntere^ of his friends, would counteract the 
njialicious designs of Thompson's enemies. 
Nqt that he was at all anxious whether he 
fx\\g\^t ((prfeit his cQ^mission or npt, any 
.Curther th^ the gratifiqat^ions of the poor 
li^utenant^s pride and sense of honour. 

Shqrfily aft£^ t^his business was settled, the 
Britannia sailed for the Prince of Wales's 
^lan4«r-vCj(eyer did ^ny commander exert 
his abilities mone to serve his employer, and 
Jljeep good order in his ship than Captain 

Thompson ; 
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Thompson ; he ^gain^d the respect and af- 
fection both of the officers and men under 
him.— ^What leisure time he had he de- 
voted to reading and useful knowledge, and 
thus daily grew wiser, more .polished, and 
better informed, without vitiating his prin- 
ciples by a commerce with the gay world. 

He had returned from a second voyage, 
when his constant friend, Selwyn, presented 
huB with letters he ^had leceived from the 
board of Admiralty, signifying,^—" that as 
.peac^ had ,been estaUli^ed^ his services 
-were not immediately wanted, and his half- 
pay would be continued until he was called 
upon for duty at home/* 

Not a word was said on the subject of his 
court-martial, which vexed Mr, Selwyn not 
a little, for he hoped to have had the sen- 
tence reversed ; he knew not how tenacious 
the board are of clipping the power of a 
commander, and the advantages a captain 
and his party have over a subaltern officer. 
It was Si^cient to pass it by, and continue 

£4 his 
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his half-pay, with an intimation he might 
at some future time be called on duty; and 
this intimation a little reconciled Thompson 
to bear an injury and a disgrace^ the sense 
cf which he could never dismiss from his 
mind. 

But this was not the only source of re- 
gret he sometimes felt in being so far fron> 
his native country; — he received no letters 
from Barton, or from Lascelles,— his friends 
had forgotten him, — whatwasbecomeofpaor 
Fanny? — How cruel to trifle with his feel- 
ings, and leave him to painful conjectures I 
Sometimes he thought Barton was dead, 
and had the most melancholy forebodings 
that the unfortunate Lascelles, disappointed 
in every hope, might have sunk under his 
aiflietio'ns. All the kindness, the brotherly 
affection of Selwyn could not divert the 
mind of Thompson from dwelling on hJs 
two friends, and his little protegee.-— He 
communicated the sad memoirs of the poor 
Convict, to his benefactor, who was not less 

interested 
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interested for the little orphan than her first 
friend; and this affecting , story riveited 
more strongly his esteem and affection for 
Xhompson. 

He offered immediately to write and en- 
gage a friend of his, in ^ndon, to enquire 
after three persons so dear to him ; and to 
supply their wants and promote their in- 
terests, should they 'stand in need of it.— • 
Thompson gratefully acrepted this offer, 
and also wrote again to his agent, now being 
assured of his l>alf-pay, to reserve it for thd 
nse of Fanny. 

Another year had hearVy expired, and 
Thom^pson was daily expected from his 
fifth trading' voyage, when Mr. Selwyn was 
inexpressibly shocked by intelUgerce that 
the Britannia had been wrecked on the 
Malabar coast, and it was feated 
Captain Thompson and his peoplt^all pe- 
rished, or had been carried ♦t)ff prisohcrs 
hy the native Indians.. — Two- sriilbrs^ 
thrown on a piece of the wreck, had been 

E 5 driven 
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« 

4riven out to sea^ aod providentially taken 
up by a whaler^ a£t(ei- being tossed about ^ 
4ay and a nigbt, 9nd on the eve of perjisbing* 

While in this dreadful situa^tion^ they 
bebeld a p^rty of Indians cpming over the 
bills towards tbe coasjt; but whether the uilt 
fortunate sufferers had peri^iied in the sea^ 
or were fallen into their bands they could 
give no iaforimati^p. 

^is impo^ble tq paint the deep affliction 
of Mr. Sdwyn. — ^Thompson w^s little le^ 
4ear to him than if he had been his own 
son ; the poor fellow had acquired a toler- 
able owpetency, and had also so ratwkied 
))iins(eljp about the heart of his b^enefactor^ 
tl^ilL fi/Q proposed tbis voyage shi^uld have 
beep tbe last — and henceforth Thompson 
was to become an inmate of his house^ and 
a son and companion of Mrs* Selwyn and 
himself. 

'^ We have enough of worldly wealth^*' 
{uaid he to his lady^ ^' we have no children^ 
)et us be content to fidopi this youn^ man, 

and 
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and return next ^ring to England ; withocft 
seeking to encrease our fortune beyond a 
comfortable mediocrity, enough for our- 
selves and for those we love/* 

*^ I coincide most wrllingly in your de- 
sign," returned Mrs. Selwyn, " we have 
•enotai^ ibr our time of life; we hare no 
near relatives, and I really love ' young 
Thompson <with maternal tfffection. Yes, 
let us g^ to England, and rert in our na- 
tive country, then possibly the ^ectionate 
^vorthy young n)an may recover the friends 
and prot-egee he lias lost." 

Tbtrs similar in tfheir wishes, and in their 
r^ard for Thompsoo, they anticipated the 
transport he wouM fed on his return, when 
they nhouM oonununicate such Kttle ex- 
pect^ -deHghtful intelligence. Alas ! iChat 
a cruel reverse to tf>eir benevolent int«a- 
tions; how bitteHy did they regret not 
having' adopted t lie -present plan the pre- 
ceding year. — ^' Poor, poor Thompson I " 
exciainoed Mrg. Selwyn* — ** Good y(xing 

man! 
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man !— My God, how dreadful to feel Iha* 
even a certainty of his death would be a 
comparative degree of ease to what tortures 
my hqart, from the dread of his being in 
the hands of the savages, subject to their 
horrid cruelties!" 

Mr. Selwyn could not relieve his heartfelt 
sorrow by words-,, or by tears, grief pressed 
heavily upon his bosom ; till this dreadful 
event, he knew not how very dear* an' in* 
terest the unfortunate young man held in 
his affections. He reproached himself in<- 
cessantly of avarice, his protracted good 
intentions had for ever robbed him of hap- 
.piness, — why had He waited for another 
voyage^ when. he wanted not its advantages? 
Ah! had' he then,, when Thompson opened 
his- heart to him, when sorrowing utider the 
apprehension oC having, lost his friends and 
his little protegee, ^ had he then cheered 
him with the prospect of returning to 
England in a year or two, and relinquished 
this last voyage to wind up his affairs; — 

'' then,'* 
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f •,tbei>/* Cried he, daspkig his hands in 
agony, " then all would have been well !— 
But to- gratify avarice,^ I pushed on this 
unlucky voyage, and reserved to inyself the 
pleasij^re of s^ei^g hi^ transport when in- 
formed so unex|Jectedly of our intended 
return to our native country!** 

Never was a dearly beloved son more 
tenderly regretted. — ^The sad event seemed 
to have annihilated every desire to quit 
Indi«, at least. for some time; for though 
they could sot justly indulge the most dis-r 
tant expectation oCThompson's escape from 
a premature death, yet it was long before 
Mr- Sehvyn could be persuade^ to resign 
the idea that what was possible through the 
intervention of ^ Providence, might also . be 
probabIe-*-*and as the heart is ever ready to 
eredit the accomplishment of its wishes, he 
long balanced possibilities against an almost 
certain conviction of the fallacy of hop^i 
until time robbed him of the visionary in- 
dulgence, and every enquiry and every ex- 
ertion 
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ertbn to obtain mtdligence ended in bitter 
tifsappoii>tcnent. 

In Ifae Intermediate time Mr. Sdwyn had 
written to his correspondents' in London, (6 
find out, if possible, tbe two friends of 
Thompson, Barton and Lascelles, alko the 
little girl;— the latter Mrs. Sdlvyn deter- 
mined to adopt, ifaUve, as a mark of her 
regard for her protector, and orders were 
giveri, to ftimish her with every requisite 
fit for her intended sitiistton, and f)!ace her 
in a respectable school till they should 
either return to England or send for her 
to India. 

This generous adoption, sacred to the 
affection they bor^ to their lost friend, 
gave them a satisfaction that greatly tended 
to abate their heartfelt grief. The unfor* 
tunate little girl was ever to retain the name 
of Thompson, and if it were permitted ibr 
those in Heaven to loc^ down on those rtiey 
loved in this life, how would the spirit of 
the benevolent Thon^pson be gratified by 

their 
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their tender care of his little protegee; and 
no less would its erring unhappy mother ex- 
ult in the protection given to her innocent 
orphan^. 

Such ivere the heart-soothing consolations 
this inestimable couple drew to themselves 
by their intended benevolence,— and to 
that supreme felicity, which ^'goodness 
bosoms eve%" we shall leave them ; and 
while sincerely regretting the unfortunate 
destiny of our worthy lieutenant^ return to 
Engiand^ %pd to those most valued by him 
in the short time he had known how to 
estimate Uaeir fiiendly attmtjyon^ 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XXIL 



•* Oh* of the most sublime pleasures we/:an feci, must 
be to meet with a being whom oui*judgment and 
affection can select as worthy of our esteem; one to 
whom our heart clings with a well-grounded hope 
of obtaining a* tender dnd cherished companion 
through the vicissitudes of life." 



w, 



HEN we took leave of Lieutenant 
Lascelles, we left him restored to his fa- 
mily, to independence, and happiness^by the 
unbounded generosity of his brother. — But 
he had a heart too feeling and too friendly 
to be narrowed into selfish enjoyments,. 
or to be forgetful of a man to whose afTec- 

tionate 
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tionate attentions he was indebted for reco- 
vered peace of mind, and whose liberal 
hand and benevolent heart would have 
shared with him to his last guinea. 

Lascelles had not failed in writing to hr* 
friend, and conveying to him the generous 
ofFer of his brother, and his own hearty de- 
sire to embrace him as an inmate in the 
family .-^Nor was he tess assiduous in mak- 
ing every enquiry^ through the medium of 
his correspondents, to trace out the Bar- 
tonS| and obtain information of Thompsoti^^ 
little protegee. 

But to the leveral letters he wrote to 
India, he received no answers, and every 
endeavour to procure intelligence of the 
Bartons and Fanny, was attended with 
constant disappointment. Still he looked 
forward weeks and months in the hope of 
hearing from his friend, and anxiously ex- 
pected the return of the Vengeance, when 
he knew the time of her station expired, and 
f hips were gone out to relieve the fleet. 

At 
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At length he read in the ps^pers of her 
arrival off Portsmouth^ and without delay 
he hastened thither with a beating heart, 
exulting in the hope of meeting his friend ; 
at least a certainty of having an end :pi|jt to 
the cruel suspense and painful incertitude 
which had embittered his otherwise peaceful 
days in the bosom of his family. 

How impossible is it for our feeble pen to 
describe the astonishment^ the anguish^ and 
disappointment of the worthy Lascelles^ 
when be came a long side of the ship, whece 
his impatience had carried him, to bea^ 
that his much valued friend had been dis- 
missed from the Vengeance, and was left in 
India. This infonnation was given by the 
first lieutenant, with all the acrimony and 
aggravations the story would admit of; with 
an assurance also that he had refused to re- 
turn to England, and of course would be 
struck off the list. 

Overcome beyond the power of making 
further enquirieSj, Lascd^ jumped into the 

boat^ 
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boat^ and arrived on shore petrified with 
equal giKf and surprise.-^^' Disobedience, 

neglect of duty, and drunkenness! — • 

• 

Impossible!'* cried he, mentally, 'Ube 
testimony of the whole world shall never 
n^e me give credit to such infamous 
charges. But I will hasten to the Admiralty . 
and Jcnow the truth/' 

With a mind greatly disturbed, and a 
counteaance that spoke the perturbation of 
his heart, he stepped out of the boat close 
to.twp ladies ^rkl a gentleman. He wouK) 
have passed without looking on either, but 
was stopped by the address of the latter,-— 
" I beg your pardon, I am told here, that 
your boat came from the Vengeance frigate^ 
this day come up the harbour from the 
East-Indies." 

" Yes, Sir, yes,** cried LasceUe3, staring 
fit him wth ipdescribable agitation, "Ye^ 
/ hiuve heen on board that cursed ship,** 

^^ 1 am afraid, Sir^ I have revived some 
disagreeable recollections; but excuse me if 

I 
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I take the liberty to ask if Lieutenant 
Thompson is on board the frigate?" 

*' Thompson, Lieutenant Thompson !*' 
repeated Lascelles, "my God!-^Do-yoQ 
know my poor friend ?*' — and instantly^the 
most tender emotions overpowered him, and 
he burst into tears. 

*^Ah!" exclaimed a sweet voice, ^*the 
worthy creature is surely .dead!" 

Lascelles hastily wiped off his tearsy 
looked lip, and iaw^ as he thought^ an an- 
gel ; whole lovely face was overspread with 
a visible concern that penetrated to hh 
heart.— ••Who are you," said be 'Vthat 
appear to sympathize with me?-^Angelia 
woman, you have a heart, I seel" 

The gentleman, more collected, db- 
served a tavern, and requested Lascelles to 
accompany them into the house; which in- 
vitation he accepted by following the ladies^ 
but was unable to speak another word until 
some wine being called for, he recovered 

fCQUi 
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frooi the shock which had ahiiost deprived 
him of his senses. > . ^ 

He then, though in a guarded manner, 
-detailed the baneful information given to 
him on board. — As he was speaking, Hhe 
elder^ lady cried aloud, — " No, I cannot 
believe it! — If possible there can be truth 
in this report, then I renounce all preten- 
sions to judgment and the impulses of my 
heart for ever! — ^But no, such benevolence, 
such candour, such traits of a noble heart, 
could never be guilty of such errors!— 
Excuse me. Sir, does he live — where is he ? 
Thus disgraced and poor he will find friends 
who will -not cpndemn him unheard." 

Lascelles sprang from his seat, and sudr 
denly kissed her hand. — '* Bless you!— 
Bless you!" said he, ^* you know the man, 
so do I. — Never, never was he guilty of 
neglect of duty or drunkenness. — I well 
know those who have* thus disgraced him, 
and I will also know the whole aftair before 
to-morrow night. — I go directly toLoud on." 

The 
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The ladies, a little recovered from the* in- 
dignation and sorrow that at first caused 
such painful emotions^ asked some ques- 
tions of Lascelles: which led him to men- 
tion his own situation on boaird the Ven- 
geance; and in speaking of Thompson's 
kindness to himself, he slightly touched on 

his own story, his return to England, his 

♦ 

disappointment relative to the commissions 
eh trusted to him, and the anxiety he had 
J6ng endured from the unaccountable si- 
lence of his friend, 

" I find, Sir," observed the elder lady, 
whom our readers, perhaps, have already' 
recognised as Mrs. Percy, " that you can 
give us many interesting particulars of this 
young itian. Our acquaintance was very 
transient, but it commenced under cir- 
cumstances that threw all ceremony at a 
distance, and gave me, as I thought, an 
insight into his heart, which established 
him with me as a worthy man and an old 
friend. lam very desirous to bear more of 

him. 



NAVY LIEUTENANT. 9^ 

• 

him, nrty house is a short distance from 
hence, and if you will return and pass the 
day with us, we shall be highly gratified ; 
and you may, if you please, have a com- 
panion in your journey to-morrow, in this 
gMtleman, who is going te London for a 
few d^ys." 

Lascelles, agreeably surprised by this 
frank and polite invitation, gratefully ac-> 
cepted it^ and was soon seated in their 
carri^e. 

Mrs. Percy then informed him, that 
hearing the preceding day the Vengeance 
was arrived in the harbour, and coming into 
town on a little business, she had made a 
point of enquiring after Thompson, in the 
hope of his return, and of becoming better 
acquainted with him ;— ** For really," said 
she, *^ I was unaccountably prepossessed in 
bis favour, and never in my life was so well 
pleased with any man on so short an ac- 
quaintance.** 

She 
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TShe then related his humanity and kind- 
ness to the poor invalid in the coach, the 
frankness of his manners, and his unreserved 
communication relative to himself and his 
family. — " So dissimilar," added she, ^^ was 
every trait of his character *to the general 
run of such as had fallen under our obser- 
vation, that he has never faded from our 
ittemofy; and Clara here,, (looking at her 
lovely daughter) has from that hour been 
-disgusted with the fashionable manners of 
our common acquaintance, — for she says, 
they have bodies without souls, and heads 
without hearts, — the rough young sailor 
was worth a thousand of such selfish fri- 
volous beings." 

" My dear mamma," cried the blushing 
Clara, "pray don't thus expose my de- 
plorable want of taste. This gentleman 
will be led to conclude that I have been 
overlooked by the gay world, and that dis- 
appointed hopes have given me the spleen; 

and 



NAVY LIEUTENANT. 97 

♦ 

snd like the' fox, that I rail at the good 
tvhich is beyond my reach." 

She was interrupted by a very dashing 
gentlen^an riding up and stopping the car- 
riage. He poured forth a volley of com- 
pliments, mixed with terrible regrets, that 
she had failed to illumine the last assembly 
with her presence; every one had felt. a 
disappointment, but he had been miserable^ 
aud should have flown at break of day to 
investigate the gaj^Se of her cruel absence^ 
, had he not beerv^dered on guard. — He 
was then just come from her houee.. 

Clara interrupted him, — " You are ex- 
ceedingly polite, Captain Abercorn, and I 
give due credit to all your sufferings on so 
momentous an occasion, as indeed you look 
very pale «id vvoe-begone.' At the next 
assembly perh3ps I may redeem my credit, 
and restore you to health and peace of 
Diind ; till then adieu, take great care of 
yourself, I pray." She then ordered the 
carriage to drive on, and indulged herself 
in a hearty laugh. 

vpL. III. F ** Only 
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" Only this fcx)Hsh coxcomb/' said she, 

» ■ 

>' could have excited a smile on my face, 
for really I have concern at heart for poor 
Thompson, in spite of your report, my dear 
Madam, of my folly and want of taste/' 

Lascelles, who had scarcely looked at, or 
bestowed a thought on any woman since 
the death of his lamented wife, was ex- 
ceedingly struck with the person and easy 
unafFected manners of the lovely Clara; 
nor did he less admire her amiable mother. 
The interest they took ifi the destiny of his 
unfortunate friend, gave him the highest 
opinion of their humanity and philanthropy, 
^very moment encreased his respect and 
esteem for beings so unlike the generality 
of females; and for the first time since the 
most melancholy period of his life, he 
thought it possible there might still exist 
one or two estimable women in the world, 
and that the man who was blessed with 
such a companion as Qara, must be a happy 

and an enviable being. 

When 
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When they arrived at Mrs. Perry's house, 
^he entreated Lascelies to give them a his^ 
tory of Thompson's protegee, to which he 
had alluded ; and to the best of his recol* 
lection^ he detailed the story of the late 
unhappy convict, and the chance circum- 
stance which had given her little orphan 
into the arms of Thompson, with every 
particular of his conduct and sentiments 
Avhich had fallen under his observation. He 
condoded his long account with rapressions 
of the wannest regard for him, and a con- 
fident belief that lie had been cruelly and 
unjustly dealt by ; and was assuredly a vic- 
tim to prejudice, and the despotic authority 
of a young ili-judging commander* 

The ladies shed tears at the melancholy 
story of the poor convict, and felt real 
x:oncem for the little orphan, whose un- 
protected and uncertain fate it was painful 
to think of. They offered their assistance 
towards enquiries, and proposed an adver- 
tisement describing the Bartons and the 

F 2 child. 
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child, which plan Lascelles resolved to 
adopt. He then said, that if he could 
learn any thing of his friend at the Admi- 
ralty, it was liis intention to invite his re- 
turn to England, and to share that fortune 
with him his generous brother had be- 

^ovved, " For well do I know," said he, 

" that had he possessed thousands, or but 
one solitary guinea, I, and mine, might 
have shared in either' to the last shilling." 

Both Mrs. Percy and her daughter were 
charmed with sentiments of such friendship, 
liberality, and gratitude, as were rkrely to 
be found among men of the world, though' 
sometimes faintly pourtrayed in novels and 
ancient story. Clara's heart whispered,— 
" Surely Thompson and this Lascelles have 
similar minds ; and if the former Was the 
genuine son of .nature, the letter has ad- 
ditional merit, in preserving his principle^ 
and his heart uncorrupt in a commerce 

with the dissipated world." 

In 
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In sjiort, this sudden acquaintance laid 
the foundation of a lasting attachment in 
both parties. Hearts in unison with each 
other, fly out unconsciously to greet a 
kindred spirit^ asd a few hours conversation 
taught Clara and Lascelles the same sen- 
timent of esteem and admiration^ which 
was never erased from their bosoms. 

The following morning beheld a mutual 
regret at the unavoidable separation ; Las*- 
celles^ however, gathered courage to * ask 
permission to wait on them on hia return 
from town^ which was readily granted •--« 
The gentleman who accompanied him waa 
An attorney, and related to the late Mr. 
Feircy, 3 sensible intelligent man^ who 
pleased with his companion, requested be 
would take up his quarters at hi9 house in 
Bedford Square'; an offer made without re-* 
5erve or ostentation, was accepted with 
frankness and gratitude. They parted on 
coming to town, and Lascelles hastened to 
tbe*Admiralty. 

F 3 There 
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There he obtained the confirination of arr 
€;yent he was so unwilling to believe; but 
the severity of the stroke was softened^ 
when he learnt that an admiral at the 
board was disposed m hit favour— that he 
was on the half-pay li&t^ and permitted to 
remain in India durhig peace^ or until re* 
called by an Admiralty order* 

He learnt also Thompson's connexion 
with Mr. Selwyn^ and no longer dreading 
that he had pecuniary difficultiea, and the 
want of a friend^ to contend with, so £sif 
from his native home, his heart fdt con« 
stderably lightened of its worst fears; wnd 
now that he knew through what channel 
to direct his letters, finding a fleet of In- 
didmen was preparing for sea , be went to 
a coffee-house, and there wrote all that he 
'felt at his unkind silence, — and while he 
congratulated him on the friendship of Mr. 
Selwyn, he earnestly besought him to re- 
turli to England without delay, and share 

the 
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the fortune Providence and bis good bro- 
ther had bestowed upon him. 

We shall not enter into a detail of par^ 
ticulars in this long letter^ 'tis sufficient to 
say that it wa& dictated by a warm and 
friendly heart. 

We have perhaps already tired our. rea- 
ders by relating this meeting at Portsmout;h, 
therefore fii^iall briefly add^ that Laseelles 
pursued his enquiry after the Bartons^ after 
Fanny, and the agent of Thompson, alike 
without success; and as a last hope, he 
caused an advertisement to be inserted in 
the papers on the day he led town. 

He took leave of his host, and speeded 
back to Portsmouth. Great was the satis- 
faction Mrs« Percy and her family expe- 
.rieaced by his report of Thompson's situ- 
ation ; not that his injuries, or his disgrace 
)ivere done away, but subsequent circum- 
stance in his favour lessened their concern, 
and strengthened their hopes of his being 

F4 one 
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one day restored with honour to his country 
and friends. 

^ascelles, whb had by his friendship 
made himself an interest in the heart of 
Mrs. Percy, was invited to pass a few days 

' with them, and without hesitation stopped 
a week; ai^d such good use did he make ^ 
of his domesticated situation, that when he 
felt he ought not longer ta intrude upoir 
their hospitality, and was^ compelled to nn-^ 
nounce his intended departure the fol* 
towing day, he raised bis eyes to the lovely 

. Clara, and beheld her head cast down, and 
the roses fled from her cheeks. 

JV|rs. Percy said, he was unquestionably 
the best judge of his engagements and 
claims upon his presence; — *^ But if con^ 
sistent," added she, *' with those claims, 
you can pass a few days more here, I think 
it will be unnecessary to assure you, that 
your company will give us very sincere 
pleasure. My sons and their tutor are de* 
lighted with you — ^I believe Qara will not 

bQ 
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be displeased if^u give us another week— - 
and for myself^ I have veiy ill shewn my 
opinion of your character, if you do not 
give me credit for a hearty welcome." 

♦^Ali, Madam!" cried Lascelles, with 
an animation that spoke his bvely sente of 
her kindness, " how very easily are we per- 
siEaded to follow the secret impulses of the 
heart; I only dreaded being an intruder, 
conscious that I had no pretensions to the 
favour and indulgence you have honoured 
me with." 

"Well, well," returned she, smiling, 
'^ of that we are to judge, and a week 
hence we will give our opinion more de- 
cidedly on that subject.^' 

Our readers may possibly recollect that 
we mentioned Clara Percy as no common 
character. Her good sense and peculiar 
turn of mind had taught her to discriminate 
worth under whatever garb it appeared, and 
to despise the frivolity of those every day 
characters, those trifling beings, who flutter 

F 5 round 
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painful but only a temporary check to the 
sentiments fast rising in her bosom ; for the 
regret soon passed away, and every suc- 
ceeding conversation, and every coming 
day encreased her esteem, until imper- 
^ ceptible sensations more tender obtained a 
place in her heart, and discovered the na- 
ture of them unconsciously, when he tre- 
mulously announced his intended departure. 
Perhaps never did Clara feel a more lively 
tenderness for her beloved mother^ than at 
the moment when she invited IJasc^lles to 
spend another week with them; and in 
that* little week, the hearts of^ both had 
spoke a language by their eyes perfiactly urv 
derstood, though delicacy on both sides 
kept it from bursting into words. . 

Mrs. Fbrcy was not unobservant of this 
silent intercourse, nor at all displeased at 
its progress. If Lascelles was a widower 
and a father, he was not three and thirty, 
exceedingly agreeable in his person, pleasing 
in his manners^ and his heart aod princ^es 

she 
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snehad little doubt were both uhexception* 
able ; he had a good income^ his children 
provided fur by his generous brother^ and 
to such a man^ who had obtained a know* 
ledge of the world by many painful events> 
and without dishonour fixing on his cba* 
raeler,— to such a man she thought she 
coald resign her loved Chra, and her for- 
tone, with perfect confidence that her 
honour and happiness would be in safe 
keefnng. 

' Thus disposed on all sides to mutual love 
and ^^onfidence^ hearts so ingenuous wore 
no disguise; words were not requisite to 
betray their feelings, and the day previous 
to Lascelles's departure^ he seized an oppor- 
tunity, when alone with Mrs. Percy, to 
explain the nature of his sentiments towards 
her lovely daughter, and the exact situation 
in which be stood with his brother and hi^ 
children. . ' 

*' Conscious of my presumption," said 
he, ^^ I have not had the temerity to offer 

any 
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any but the most common civilities to Miss- 
Percy, and carefully guarded the secret of 
my heart from her observation. On the 
first discovery of the power she had imper- 
ceptibly gained over it^ when a simple in^ 
cideot convinced me beyond a doubt of the 
dangerous delusion of *my senses, in sup- 
posing I meant to indulge admiration and 
re^ct for an object so amiable, with<Hit 
steppix^ beyond the boundaries they presv 
cribed, my immediate resolution was to 
withdraw from a temptatioQ I had no longer 
the power to resrst. Ahi Madam, yoa 
con4iscended to entreat, I may say com<*^ 
tnand me to pass another week tn your de- 
lightful society ;— ray rebel heart scarcely 
waited for the request ^o gratifying to its* 
feelings, — and now, ,what can I say-— I 
must at once bamsh myself from your pre* 
sence for ever, or appear .a presumptiious 
man, by solicitiDg your indulgence and in- 
terest. Qae word from you will lead to 

aspiring 
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aspiring hope^ or consign me to silence 
and despair/' 

** In a few words then/' replied Mrs. 
Percy, giving him her hand, **go and 
consult yaur worthy brother; if his sen- 
timents accord with your wishes, return ta 
Bs and make your ovv'n interest with Clara. 
I will not absolutely assure you of success^ 
but I hope it; for seldom has it occurred 
that my daughter and I have differed in 
our judgment of persons and characters.-— 
You have my good wishes, but Clara de«^ 
serves from me a free and unbiassed choice. 
All I request is, that to me alone you con^- 
fide this secret of your heart, until autho-^ 
ri2:ed to be more explicit by your brother's 
approbation .—Your income and my daugh- 
ter's fortune will be sufficient for happiness 
and domestic comforts; — we will not be a 
taK on the liberality of a generous man, 
you have>nough already, and your children 
shall not be robbed o{, their uncle's pro- 
perty by any connexions of mine.** 

As 
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As all description would fail in attempting: 
to paint the rapturous gratitude of LaScelles^ 
Vie shall leave them to the imagination of 
Ottr readers, and only observe that this con^ 
versation had such an effect on the features,, 
from the'delightful hopes whiph glowed in 
bis bosom^, that never, perhaps, did he look 
so handsome, or appear more amiable than 
on this day, though Ihe following one was 
marked for their separation. 

Clara had seen from her chamber window^ 
unperceived by them, her mother and her 
guest in earnest conversation ; the result of 
which seemed to have conveyed mutual sa- 
tisfaction. — Now, though Mr. Lascelles 
had ** so carefully' guarded the secret of 
his heart,*' it had long since been disclosed 
to the mistress of it by intuition, by sym- 
pathy, and bis teU- tale eyes. She was at 
no loss, therefore, to conjecture . the true 
nature of their private conversation, nor the 
flattering appearance it wore to the in- 
dulgence of her sentiments in his favour. 

When>. 
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When, however, he took leave of them at 
night, proposing to set off very early in the 
morning, his emotions were but ill con- 
cealed, as he expressed an " ardent hope of 
being permitted, within a very short period, 
to return and enjoy the inexpressible hap'* 
piness of the charm rng society he must 
ever quit with regret/' 

His manner hurried, his face rn a gTow^ 
and his words uttered in a tremulous tone 
of voiccj could not fail of affecting Clara ; 
whosd farewet wad nCAtcely articulate, and 
>vhoie emotioRi were eimilar to hiS| in da» 
iSanoe of §11 the resolution ^e struggled to 
pssume before her mother end brothers.— « 
But they were tpo delicate to notice her 
confusion, and the happy Lascelles departed 
with aa encreased hope of a speedy return 
and a favourable reception. 

Not tp dwell on scenes of courtship too 
frequently described to afford any variety or 
amusement, we shall only say, that Mr. 
George Lascelles accompanied his brother 
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on a vi«t to Mrs. Fercy, where all terms 
4ind settlements were- signed and sealed^ to 
the entire satisfaction of each party.— Mr» 
Lascelles, charmed with William's intended 
bride, and delighted with the whole family, 
felt an encrease to his own happtneas in libe* 
rally contributing to establish that of his 
brother, and in assuming to himtelf the title 
and rights of a parent to his beloved boys.-** 
Those children of a woman ever dear to the 
remembrance of Lascelles, who for so many 
years were the objects of his constant ten«> 
derness and anxiety, never for a moment 
lost ground in his afiecttons; and it waa 
equally his pride and delight to see they 
were no less beloved by his amiable Chra^ 
whose whole study was to provt her affec* 
tion for the father, by her unremittiag care 
and tenderness towards ' the children of an 
estimable and respectable mother, once 8o> 
dear to her husband. 

Her conduct in this sacred duty encreased 
the adoration of her happy Lascelles^ en- 

titled 
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titled her to the love and respect of all wha * 
had the pleasure to be acquainted with her^ 
and ensured to her the greatest of all bless- 
ings — self approbation. 

"Within twelve months after their mar- 
riage Clara was brought to bed of a beautiful 
little girl, and the iiour in which she be- 
came a mother taught her to feel more af- 
fection for those children deprived of so 
great a blessing; — they equally shared her 
heart with her own^ and thus happy^ and 
conveying happiness lo all connected with 
, her» we shall for the present take oui; leave 
of the amiable Mrs. Lascdles and h«r 
worthy huibtnd. 
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CHAPTER XXIIL 



.*♦ Then fresh tears stdod on fief yoUlhfuf 
chttkf fts doth the hon^/^d^YV" tipott ft gathered Iiljf 
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E sh^U pass ovar four yMf«t i» which 
poor Thomp§oQ*s Jittle protegee had re- 
mained with Mrs. Frampton, and througt^ 
the unremitting attention of Miss Betterson,. 
and the emulation of her ypung heart ta 
deserve the continued favour of her kind 
preceptress, she had made an astonishing 
progress in every branch of ediication she 
was permitted to he acquainted with. 

Mrai. 
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Mrs. Fitzwilliam had been induced to 
narrow the limits of the general plan of in- 
struction, by tlie artifice of her nieces.—- 
Fanny had not been interrogated on the 
subject by Meredith or his friends, the;y 
supposed she possessed, in common with 
others, all the advantages that the school 
afforded ; and when she returned to Mrs. 
Frampton, that lady was desired, to con- 
tinue Miss Fanny Thompson on the same 
plan marked out by her late benefactress. 

The poor girl often felt the consequences 
of her apparent degradation fronruothers, by 
the haughty impertinence of some ill-bred 
and bad tempered misses, whose chief merit 
lay in their high birth, or their riches ; and 
Who, while they affeqted the utmost con- 
tempt for the poor orphan Fanny, were 
not a little mortified in seeing themselves 
excelled by her in many points, and often 
held up as an example to those much older, 
and very superior in situation, to herself. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Frampton could not withhold her 
approbaticm, though but coldly expressed; 
but in Miss Betterson Fanny had the hap- 
piness to possess a sincere and invaluable 
friend, who seized every opportunity to 
praise her industry and talents, which was a 
sufficient stimulative to the grateful girl not 
to relax in her duties, or disgrace Xhe kind 
approbation of her instructress. 

Four years thus passed on, her schooling, 
regularly paid for, her pocket very well sup- 
plied, and her deaths always genteel^ and 
hut little inferior to the highest and proud- 
'CSt titled MisB among her companions. 

Sometimes, indeed, she paid the tax le- 
vied on her by envy ^nd pride, when she 
could not avoid hearing many impertineint 
and unfeeling allusions to her birth and 
poverty, as incompatible with the ap- 
pearance she was permitted to assume by 
*^ the folly of her charitahle friends ^ . 

Continued repetition of such insults at 
length ceased to produce the effect in- 
tended ; 
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tended ; Miss Betterson taught her to des*- 
pise their impotent malice, and as reason 
matured in her yotmg bosom, she grew 
callous to their unprovoked ill-will, and re* 
doubled her efforts to obtain excellence in 
what she learnt, as the severest mortification 
she could retort on tliem. 

Fanny was now near ten years old^ and 
from the many melancholy circumstances 
impressed upon her mind at an early age, 
and the uncommon pains Miss Betterson 
had taken to improve her naturally good 
understanding, she had acquired a habit of 
thinking, and a serious turn, that led her to 
devote every hour to some useful employ- 
ment, beneficial to herself or others. 

Twice in the course of her being at 
school, from the death of Mrs. Fitjcwilliam, 
she had seen young Meredith, and had fre* 
quently received little elegant trifles, as pre- 
sents, from him, which were endeared by 
his kindness and attention. 

Doctor 
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Doctor Douglas, had paid her frequent 
visits, and one vacation she had passed a 
fortnight at his house. — But the disposition 
of his maiden sister was dissimilar from his, 
i^e was not fopd of young people, and less 
so of such as could not contribute much to 
her entertainment,, and not at all to her 
•self-consequence. 

Thus Fanny was not desired to repeat her 
visit, nor had she the inclination, if such a 
request had been made;— she loved the 
doctor, but feared and disliked his sister. 

About six months after the period we 
have been speaking of, the poor girl en- 
countered two severe misfortunes; her 
young friend, Meredith, was sent abroad by 
his guardian, to travel for five years. — He 
had previously taken an affectionate leave 
of her, and requested she would remain at 
her school till his return,, promising fre- 
, quently to write and inform himself of hfer 
health; adding, that his gi^rdian and the 
doctor had engaged to protect her, and 

supply- 
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^supply every thing requisite for her future 
comforts. 

For some days she was incousolablei but 
her good friend by tenderness and rea- 
soning had succeeded in calming her sor- 
rows^ when a second stroke overwhelmed 
her with deep affliction. —Doctor Douglas 
and his sister were called to Lisbon^ by an 
old uncle between eighty and ninety, 
whose fortune was very considerable^; and 
having outlived his wife and children, 
thought fit to demand the presence of his 
only relatives^ to close his eyes and enjoy 
his properly. 

The doctor, between fifty and sixty, in 
very easy circumstances, felt no great desire 
to attend the mandate of a man, who had 
long shut up his heart and correspondence 
from his brother's family; but Miss Doug- * 
las, who wanted two years of fifty, could 
not be so abstracted from the love of riches, 
and a wish to share in wealth and splendor. 
Her repeated, attacks upon the sensibility 
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He had koown and loved young Me-' 
redith's father, and consented ^thp trust 
.reposed in him^ of being guarman to l)is 
only child; with a firm resolution strictly jo 
perform the sacred charge, and in every 
«ense of the wiprd, to be a second father to 
the orphan of his friend. 

Accidentally he happened to be in Wales 
«at the time of Mrs. Fitzwilliam's decease: 
and was no straijger to the character of 
JVf rs. Bruce, for whom he felt the highest 
contempt. Greatly plci^sed with the dis- 
^position. and principles of Meredith, feeling 
.the most generous, compassion for the poor. 
. little gh-l,. deprived, of hpr only friend, and 
oafbrtuoately left without any support by 
the selfish conduct of Mrs. Bruce, he 
warmly coincided in the sentiments ex- 
pressed by his young charge, to fulfil every 
intention and bequest of his aunt*s in her 
favour; and when Meredith left England, 
Sir Robert assured him of his punctual re- 

G 2 mittance 
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mittance of her pension, and every at- 
tentionAp her personal convenience. 

He had kept his word ; Dr. Douglas had 
been his agent, and now that he also was 
about to quit the kingdom, he wrote to his 
steward, who was a resident on his estate, 
desiring he would answer every demand of 
Mrs. Frampton's, for herself, and for the 
accommodation of her pupil. To Fanny 
he also wrote, assuring her of his attention 
and regard, and recapitulating the orders 
he had given to his steward. 

These letters were perfectly satisfactory 
to Mrs. Frampton, but they failed to con- 
sole Fanny for the loss of her friends. — 
She had more solidity than many girls of 
sixteen. From the circumstances -under^ 
which she existed, her forlorn and de- 
pendent state Vvrung her heart, and over- 
whelmed her with melancholy ; her spirits 
constitutionally cheerful gradually sunk 
under the painful state of her feelings, and 
Miss Betterson saw with, real concern and 

compassion. 
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jion, that her young pupil was de- 
m hcallh, and suftering under, a 

jntaf disease which threatened the most 
fatal^l^ects. 

In vain she reasoned, soothed, or re- 
proached her for indulging unwarrantable 
sorrow and unjust fears, when she still had 
a friend in Sir Robert Marsh, and in five 
years, or less, young Meredith would re- 
turn ;^the poor girl would turst into tears, 
hang on her neck, and exclaim, — ^^ Ah, 
Miss Betterson, you have a mother, you 
have relations^ I have nb hunoan being that 
i& anxious about me. Maintained by cha- 
rity, as I am but too often reproached witk 
in this house, and since Dr. Douglas has 
left me, observing daily an increase of 
coldness in all but you ; disdainful looks, 
cruel observations on my dress, and many, 
many insults that cannot be explained, and 
which every day now as I grow older I feel 
niore painfully, — oh, my dear Miss Bet- 
terson^ I cannot support it! I cannot exist 

G3 in 
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mid more of late than ever, whenever I am 
from you^ and attempt to associate with 
others, I am sure you would wish me away; 
fbr to live despised and shunned by one*s 
schooUfellows, every day worse and worse, 
'tis more than I can bear. — My dear, dear 
Miss Betterson, I must die if I don't leave 
this house.'* ^ 

These conversations often repeated, with * 
the encreased dejection and fading form of 
her young pupil, convinced the humane 
Miss Betterson that she would assuredly 
fall a victim to her sensibility if not r^moveil 
from Mrs. Frumpton's) in eonntqueneje of 
which jihe repeated to that lady aome of 
their conversations, arid the unjust and 
unfeeling behaviour of the young ladies in 
general towards the unfortunate girl,— who 
daily felt it more intolerable, as her under* 
standing became enlightened. 

Mrs. PVampton Jieard her with great 
coldness in her manner.—" I have," said, 
she, " often remonstrated witfc the young* 

ladiesL 
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ladies on this very subject, bat what can I 
do ?-^They think themselves disgraced by 
such an associate. The girl has but too much 
pride in spite of her situation; she feels and 
resents^ instead of being humble, and try- 
ing to please, or seeking to engage their 
pity. In short, I would not voluntarily 
have sent her from my house, though she 
certainly gives no credit to it in any shape; 
but as she is unhappy and wishes to leave 
noe, conscious that her dislike, and the dis- 
tress you talk of, can in no way implicate 
me, as I have always treated her justly and 
kindly, — if she is so very desirous to change 
her residence, I will very readily write to 
Sir Robert Marsh to comply with her wish, 
and remove her from hence as soon as 
possible.'' 

This resolution was followed up, and in 
a short time after. Sir Robert's housekeeper 
and the steward arrived, in a carriage, to 

• 

take Miss Thompson to Ringwood-Park, 
W:here she was to remain a short time, till 

G 5 Sir 
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S5r Eobfert couid hear 6f d propir school 
for her. 

< 

Mach as Fanny wJsheidf to qtfit the Bbrise^ 
^hen she came to Mt liepar^id from Miss' 
Bette^son, her heart revolted aga?Ast it;— 
she then found ad oth^r evils were light 
against this heavy one of parting, perhaps 
for ever, from the only being who seemed 
to love her. — **SHe could not go, no,' she 
was sorry and ashamed to have given so 
much trouble, but sbe could not, would not 
leave Miss Bettersoh ! " 

** You should liave known yoiir own 
mind, Miss,^^ said Mrs. Framptbn j " it is 
now too late, yoa must and shall go, no 
discontented person remains in my house? 
nor nefed^ you give yourself, lip (o these 
foolish tears and regrets, for in all proba*. 
bility Miss Betterson will not bis long here,, 
such partialities are by no means proper iii' 
a house like mine.-— Pray assist her into the 
carriage." 

. This 
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This order was obeyed, and the poor girl, 
deluged in tears, was in a moment placed 
in it, and driven from the door. 

Neither the housekeeper nor steward were 
entirely devoid of sensibility, but they were 
a Kttle disgusted with the folly of the girl. 
— ** So like a child, didn't know what she 
woold have, — crying to come away, and 
then crying to stay again." — ^They could 
not enter into the nature of her feelings, 
but repeatedly bid her **be quiet and dry 
up her tears; — ^she was going to a fine 
house^ where she might be very happy, if 
she chose .to be good 'tempered.'* 

Tears must cease at last, and Fanny had 
indulged her*s without restraint to their full 
vent; when, therefore, she wiped off their 
traces from her cheeks, and only a heavy 
sigh now and then issued fro<n her bosom, 
Mrs. Wharton sought to engage her in 
eonversation,. and was extremely inquisitive 
about her school, and reasons for disliking 
it,, and among other things,^ she asked, how 

long 
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long her parents bad been dead^ and ^e 
undef the guardianship of Sir Robert ? 

These <)uestions were exceedingly dis- 
tressing to poor Fanny. The mention of her 
parents gave a cold pang to her heart, and 
in a very visible tremor she answered^ ** they 
had been dead many years; that she had 
particular reasons to dislike the school,, but 
was much grieved to part from the teacher 
who she dearly loved.'* 

The woman Slaw she was *^ trembling 
and in trouble," therefore ceased to 
importune her with questions; and only as- 
sured her she would be quite happy at the 
park, which afforded her an opportunity of 
describing all its b.eauties, and the history 
qf the few neighbours round it. 
. Mrs. Wharton had lived about two years 
at this house of Sir Robert's, consequently 
was entirely unacquainted with any thing 
relative to Mrs. Fitzwilliam and her family, 
more than that a lady of that name once 
lived at the abbey^ whose heir was under the 

care 
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care of Sir Robert.— Bat uninterested in his 
concerns^ she talked of the family now re- 
sident in it^ among the other neighbours; 
and Fanny prudently resolved not to say 
any thing of her residence there^ without 
Sir Robert should mention it^ and this wise 
precaution in so young a gifl^ saved her 
from many impertinent enquiries^ and much 
mortification. 

Arrived at the park^ Fanny had an ex- 
ceeding good bed chamber given to her, 
and found herself very kindly treated ; for 
ber cloaths and linen being handsome and 
in great plenty, gave the housekeeper, an 
idea of her being, as she said, '^ born a gen- 
tlewoman^ and she dared to say, ^\ih a 
good fortune. Under that conviction, 
she was very civil and attentive to Miss^ who 
was every day rambling in the beautiful 
walks and shrubberies, half broken-hearted 
with regret at being parted from Miss Bet- 
terson; blaming her own impatience and 
foJly in flying from evils that were only 

wounding 
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parture of Meredith and Dr. Douglas^ oe-* 
casioned to her much anxiety and many 
melancholy night^^ which were passed in 
tears for the disappointments of the day ;— 
4)ut this seeming forgetfulness of the poor 
girl had arisen^ not from ^any fault in his 
■"^eart, or defect in his men>ory. 

A very few days before Fanny's removal 
to Ringwood-Park^ when Sir Robert and his 
lady were at their villas in Berkshire^ he had- 
mentioned to her the situation of the child; 
and wished enquiries might be made for ar 
school in that neighbourhood, wbere^ being 
unknown and recommended by them^ she 
would not be subject to the 'inmilts which 
made her sp iincomfgrt^ble at Mrs. 
Frampton*8. , . 

Lady Marsh, . more than twenty year^ 
younger than her husband, he had married 
about, five years before, merely for her 
beauty. — She had neither birth nor fortune 
tp boast of; her friends, in very iodifie^e&t 

* 

circumstances^ saw^ and beard from- others, 

that 
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that Patty was a great beauty^ and might 
make her fortune, if she could be well 
dressed and be publicly seen. 

Under this idea, every shilling they 
coald raise, by often very great deprivations 
to themselves of their daily wants, was 
spent in fineries for Patty,— -and PalUMall, 
St. James's, and Bond-Street saw the beauty 
constantly exhibiting herself for the best 
bidder. 

Sir Bobert, about five-and-forty, was a 
bachelor rhe, among others^ saw and was 
greatly struek with the face and figure of 
the Adyentare88.-»He followed lier home, 
and soon commenced an acquaintance 
with the young lady, \vho was not deficient 
in common sense, and had a more than 
common share of art and low cunning. 

Itf short, she contrived by a well acted 
shew of modesty and discretion, to acquire 
such an influence over the heart of the en-» 
amoured baronet^ that in. less than, three 
weeks from their first interview,, she be-: 

came 
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came a lady wfth a good joiDtore^ Md Sir 
Robert^ in hrfir>own opinion> the* happiest 
of men. 

L^y, Marsh was* much more admired 
than ever Misr Patty had been^and- it^oxv' 
icated with* pride and coneeit^ her whole 
study was dress^- pleasure, afid> dissipation;- 
— ^She could do nothing, wrong ; he was*- 
gratified by having hiT wife admired^ and • 
indulged her in every wish of her capricious* 
fancy. After some time, however, he. be- 
gan to observe something: very like indif^ 
ference m her to his pleasure or comforiy 
and thab the noti<5e of younger men threw 
bim' inr theback ground..«*^Afc first he gently 
remonstrated, and < redoubled hta tenderness 
aiid attention ; — but remonstrances were 
not to the' taste of his lady, and aAttP re--^^ 
peated struggles, many disagreeable altor- 
eations^ and the most painful anxieties or^ 
hi& pa,rt, '* admiratioil for Patty's beauty,*^ 
kid love of domestic pedce, and the perse** 
vering^ spiirit of his lady^ whioh< he had* 

neither 
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neither iilfeKnation tior power to controut 
wfthbat'an e'ritire break-up of all love and 
confidence betweert them — he found, that * 
htl had diminishefd his own consequence by 
raising h^r's; and that, if he wished to pne- 
servfe eten an appearance of affection, or 
obtain an hour of comfort in his own 
housi',- he must quietly resign the sceptre^ 
atid be codtent to enjoy the privilege of a ' 
sfeidondary stiftion there, and submit to the 
all poWiferfu! guidance of his sovereign lady^ 

- A^Lady Marsh soon figured as one of 
th(6' mosb distinguidied among the gay cir- 
cles df fiifthidti) she had^ in the coorae of 
her eift^ksive visits, m^ with Mrs. Bruce 
abdh^i* two diiiighters, who now lived in a^ 
5tyle of eteg&iklif that was a passport into* 
the first drcles. 

Stmilar dispositions had drawn the ladies 
lAto sotne stnati degreie of acquaintance, and 
if Lady itfai^H retained^ a' feint idea of heai»- 
ing frorh S<ir Robert his » ulfe^ dfslike and 
contempt for the principles, and conduct o9 

Mrs* 
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Mrs. Bruce, sufch a reprobation on his part - 
had no influence over her; — " What had 
she to do with young Meredith, the little 
mean foundling, or the whimsies of an old 
woman, who shamefully,, in her opinion, 
wished to will away her property fro^Ui her 
own sister.'* 

Sir Robert in vain tried to resist the in-, 
troduction of Mrs. Bruce into his own 
house. — "He was certainly at liberty to 
refuse being one of their party, ^Ae tuasjar 
from exacting such a constraint on his in-^ 
clinations^ as to be civil to her friends '9 but 
sordy she had the 9am6 right to choofe her 
awn associates,: and ladies who had in no 
shape offended her, or infringed in anj 
manner the Uvvs of society, were entitled ta 
attention and politeness in Qvery circle.—— 
For her part, she admired Mrs. Bruce as at 
sensible woman of the world, and should 
with great pleasure and avidity cultivate an 
ititimacy that promised so much advantage 
to herself^' ^ . • 

There 
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There was no appeal against these con- 
clusive arguments ; that good, but weak 
man, brought into absolute subjection to 
the will of an insolent ungrateful woman, 
whbse beauty had fascinated his senses, and 
whose spirit and art had subdued his reason, 
gave up the contest, and ^ with silent vex- 
ation and regret, saw Mrs. Bruce and her 
daughters the declared favourites of his 
wife, in consequence of their insidious 
flatteries and perseverance, while a scornful 
air of triumph was visible in their features, 
whenever his eyes met theirs. 

It inay appear strange, that a gentleman 
of sense, and of uncommon goodness of 
heart, v^ho had never appeared deficient in 
spirit and resolution, when called upon to 
exert either, should so tamely submit to the 
imperious controul of a woman he had 
raised to a rank in life beyond her ex- 
pectations, and superior to her best hopes ; 
but whoever has a knowledge of the human 
breast, must know, that in the wisest and 

best 






142 TflB COKVICTJ 0J(, 

best hearts^ there :is49lten a pFedominsting 
passion, Avhich, like AaronU rodj s^^lpws 
lip all lesser consbderations^ and gives tjbe 
colour to. their future Uves^ . if not e^rjy 
cheeked before it acquires m luateuntkd 
influeuce over their reason. 

Such. was the passion which reigned. un- 
Gontrolable in the. bosom ^of Sir lilobert 
Marsh. He doted on the person of bis vKife; 
her wit, though >of the epnHPOQdst sort, 
her liveliness, and her dtUy [imp^yfPf^ofsA 
in fashionable: manners^ d^ZitiWdfJMs Sfsn^ee, 
and gratified his. pride. 

* Yet he twas< not blind ^ to- her. le^ jtraviigant 
follies, nor insensible to^bei; caprice, ^bw 
frequently, , that is .when ishe had any great 
points to carry, she would alFect fits( , of 
fondness she did not feel ; and as. suddenly 
change her tone, and become^insolent and 
imperious, whichever mode shcr perceived 
was most likely to answer her purpose. 

But, she was handsome, be delighted. in 
her good humour and playfulness^ how 

then 



then could he bear to contradict^ or put 
her out of temper ?--It was impossible, to 
vex her * mflde him ' miserable; and thus to 
preserve^haraiooy, be aatuaily gave up bis 
peace 6( mind, and mas the slave of an 
artful oapricious woman, .who in truth 
laughediat;and despised .hini. 

Sir 'Boibert Marsh, hiad he married pru- 
dwtly would have .been; a happy man, from 
the worthiuessrof .bis own heart; but.suf- 
:fiu&rtng his eye. to : mislead hi&judgmezfit^ 
he lost bbth his consequence and/domestic 
comforts, * became useless to the wcnrld, in- 
significapt to his famUy ^d friends,, and 
sunk in his own esteem. 

Thus • situated in his domesticiarnange- 
ments^ Sir Hobert had long resigned all 
peetensions to act for himself. Indifferent 
to every thing but the pleasure of his wife, 
mid solicitous only to preserve her smites 
and good humour, she was the oracle he 
consulted^ and her decrees were as absolute 

- and 
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and irrevocable as the laws of the Greefe 
and Persians. 

When Mrs. Frampton's letter came, re- 
questing Miss Thompson might be removed 
froni her house, as she appeared discon- 
tented, and in an indifferent state of health. 
Sir Robert gave it to his lady, and made it 
his request that she would enquire if the 
little girl could be received into some school 
in their neighbourhood; at the same time 
shewing a letter from Miss Betterson, on 
the subject of Fanny's sufferings, from 
the illiberality of her companions. 

Lady Marsh paid very little attention to 
this letter as a matter of interest in favour 
of the sufferer, but coolly observed, — '* it 
was plain the girl had much unbecoming 
pride. She had heard from Mrs. Bruce of 
her presumption and impertinence; and 
was of opinion it would be more proper, to 
bring her up under a good housekeeper, 
than in a ladies school. For the present 
she might go to Eingwood Park, in 'the 

care 
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oare of Wharton; and at her leisure sh » 
wooJd look out for a suitable residence foi- 
a girl, who haduo other prospect but tp 
obtain her. .bread l?y her own industry, ^nd 
whose pride ought to be ; checked . by em^- 
ploy merits suited to her circurnslances.'* 

In vain Sir Robert reminded, her .of his 
promises to Meredith, of the sum- he ge- 
nerously allowed for her education and sup- 
port, agreeable tp ,th^ ,tfnor of hi^ late 
aunt*s memprandams, . ;i ;,.. . ;;r.^-5r/» 

She declared he had no right, as a guaf- 

dian to permit the youth thiji3 to^fo^jl^ away 
lus money; the lavish generosity pf a. boy 
should not be encouraged, If.^ho bad de- 
cent cloathing, and was brpught up in 
habits of industry and frugality, he would .^ 
do the girl a real service ; but to encourage 
her m prlfc, and educate her with chil- 
dren of fashion and fortune, would eventu- 
ally prove her ruin* 

She added, — *^ I will take care of her, 

and see that she has proper instructions, 

vol- III. ' H such 
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Some months passed away without* ^ny 
letters or further orders from Sir Robert qr 
his lady; Fanny, however, had found a re- 
source in the library against melancholy, 
and was no less pleased to be employed imi 
assisting Mrs. Wharton in her necessary 
avocations. She learnt every thing pointed 
out by Lady Marsh ; it was choice work, 
not imposed by the good housekeeper, 
consequently it diverted her idea^, and with 
her books usefully filled up eveiy Jiour. 

In this vegetative way she passed a full 
year and a half, without any variation in 
her mode of existence, or seeing any com- 
pany out of the line in which she was 
placed. If she was not happy, she had nothing 
to complain of on the score of^aflTection, for 
her docility and" sweetness of temper gained 
^ the hearts of her domestic friends. But 
she would sometimes sigh, frequently weep 
when left to. herself at .night;. -she reflected 
on the tenderness Mrs^ Fitzwjlliam had 
treated her with ia the fpw weeks slie was 

with 
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witbTier previous to her lamented death— 
on Meredith^s kindness — on Dr. Douglas 
— on her dear Miss Betterson, who had 
long since left the country. She had lost 
all her friends, every one who seemed to 
be interested for her, — and above all, that 
LieatenantThompson, who her benefactress 
had often told her was her earlfest friend; 
but whether related to her, or what was 
become of him, she was totally ignorant> 
* These recollections often occurred as her 
reason matured^ and caused her many 
painful hours. The present monotonous 
life, she had sense enough to discern didv 
not accord with the intentions of Mrs.' 
Fitzwilliam, she was daily losing ground 
iQ the parts of education allotted for her; 
she cQuld read French well, but without 
any one to converse with, she lost the fa- 
cility of speaking- in that language. Nor 
had she an opportunity now to profit by 
• the example of well-bred gfrls,- to copy 
their manners, or catch little ideas of 

H 3 drawing 
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drawing and dancing, which accomplisfa* 
xnents were not included in the plan for 
her education; but from chance obser- 
vation, and a quickness of intellect, she 
sought to imitate and practise when alone. 
All these possible advantages were en- 
tirely lost. The steward improved her in 
writing and arithmetic, Mrs. Wharton ki 
needle-work, pickling, and preserving, in 
all which she became a very great profi* 
dent, and this was the whole extent of her 
knowledge at twelve years of age. 
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*^ How easy to give happiness, or ta create mmrf in 4 
jouthful bosom of lively sensibility! an unfortiwate 
hcingf who, perhaps, has ho relative, no friend, to 
open its bosom to receive her sorrows, or participate 
itt her affliction&r' 

J\T this period of Fanny/s lifej though 
the faculties of tier mind lay d0rmaQt3 her 
p<er8pn had greatly improved; she was rather 
tall of her age^ and elegaiitly formed^ 
though her carriage might not be said to 
be fashioned by the hand of the graces^ 
yet it w^s easy, and not vulgar. * 

She was a clear brunette^ an animated 
complexions estpressive dark grey eyes with 

. H 4 long 



752 THE convict; or, 

long dark eye-lashes; an oval face, good 
teeth, and fine hair, which was suffered to 
grow wild, and hung in great profusion 
over her forehead and shoulders. 

Her nose nrfight, by some, J3e thought 
rather too large, and her mouth not exactly 
a model of perfection, therefore, though 
every one who saw her, would pronounce 
her a very pretty genteel girl, 6he was not 
a .beattty ;-^8he was attraetive> but not 

. Such ,vvas Fanny Thompson when Mri. 
Wharton teceived her lady's commands ta 
send the girl up to to^n in the itagei as 
she intemled' to place her m her nursery 1 
having two" young fedies, one of five, the 
other four years of age, to whom Fanny 
nriight be useful. 

When this order was communicated to 
their little favourite by the worthy do- 
mestics, her first emotions were joy afid 
exultation ;« But feeing the tears which filled 
the eyes of her two friends, an insitant 

change 
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cbange was given to her feelings, and the 
sudden contrariety made her burst into 
tears, which were accompanied by Mrs. 
Wharton's, who wept aloud. ' 

After some time given on all sides to 
this f effusion . of grief, and sensibility, and 
mutual regrets for the enforced separation, 
Fanny enquired in what way she was to be 
fnade useful to the two little ladies? 
• Tiue steward replied, he supposed she was 
to* beach. them- to read and work, and keep 
them company. . 

" Me teach ! I instruct them to read and 
^¥ork'!-*r•Dear me, no one so young was a 
teaehei;4it Mrs. Frampton's/' 

^^.NQi" rejoined he, ^ •* but very often 
bdiBS of fashion take a fancy to such nice 
girls as yob. to be in the nursery. — I am 
sune .yoB can. teach any of them to read and 
Vfork^.'aye, and to write. and figure too, for 
aU-ytnivane [sb *yx>uBig. -^ Yc% and' please 
Qod,! h«ye'i)0 difmbt but our master, Sir 

H5 Robert, 
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Robert^ will be your friend^ when once he 
sees and knows you*'* 

/' O^ he is a very good gentlemui/' added 
Mrs. Wharton, <^ I aie glad be will see 
yoQ, though we shall be very, very sorry to 
part with yoo.-^I am sure U will^eve ihy 
beert ; many a long day, we shall be dull 
enough, God knows,~-stiU, at your age^ 'tis 
time you should see a little of the world; 
and though, to tell you a secret^ my lady is 
no great things^ either in temper or civility^ 
yet I am sure our master will be kind to 
yott.*' 

^^ I hope so,*' returned Fmny, ^bing;^ 
*' he was very kind, to me once, and I had 
several friends then. -^ I wonder when 
Master Meredith will return,*-«<-1 9m certain 
be is too good to forget me, or let any <me 
use me iU«-~But, perhaps, I mi^ never aee 
htm again, and you know I have no father^ 
or mother, ot, relation ^at I know of,-«« 
poor little orphan not acknowledged by any 

body,- 
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hoAyJ* She borst into leiirs, and hid her 
face in the bosom of Mrs. Wharton. 

, Both ahe and the steward endeavoured 
to trainquillixe her mind and raise her spiritt^ 
but the terms in which they had apoken of 
Lady Marsh sunk, deep into her bosom ; 
she began to dread ahe knew not u^hat, and 
regretted^ nK>re than ever, her foHy and 
pride, which had removed her from the 
care of Mrs. Frampton, where she might 
have remained till Mr^ Meredith's return. 

• ^< Perhaps,'' said she,, with bitter self-re- 
proach, ^^ perhaps he will/arsake me^ when 
be hears I wished to get away from the 
schocd where he desired me to remain and 
to improve in my edaoaAion,*'-*-now I know 
nothing, and shall be ashamed to appear 
befora Sir Robert.'' 

These kmd of reflections tormented the 
pocHT girl night and day ; the good steward 
was dataviined she should T>ot go alone in 
the stage to London^ but to accompany her 
UmseU^ and at his own . espence. Mrs. 

Wharton 
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Wharton • got a' frfend to sto^) with her in 
his absence, and after many floods of tears, 
sighj, and lamentations, poor Fanny was 
torn from her arms, and placed in the coach 
more dead than alive, and insensible for 
some* hours 4 to all the remonstrances and: 
kindness of her companion. 

' Bat grief is. not of long duration in young 
rathds^ nor can tears flow for ever.— When 
she had given unrestrained indulgence to 
both, by degrees she grew nK)re composed^ 
and attended to the friend who had accom- 
panied her. Fortunately they were alone 
the first day in their journey, and the stew- 
ard, who had formerly lived much among 
the gay and iashioQsd>le, • took . this oppor- 
tunity to enlighten the: niind of hi$ young 
companion, and give her some knowledge 
of the world she was going to be introduoed 
to, though in a questionable jshape. 

He disseribed the manners of the gfeat, 
and the caprices of the youhg and dissipated 
of both sexe8.-^He pointed out the mode 

' of 
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of behavitfar most Kkdy to conciliate the 
favoor of his lady ; and while he charged 
her never to depart from truth, the first 
grovind-work of all moral duties^ nor forfeit 
her integrity for any worldly advantage, he 
advised her to be .gentle^ obliging, and in- 
dustrious,-^to study - the temper of Lady 
Marsh, and -the yoongones in the nursery, 
— <«nd^ to the extent of her power, make it 
her constant rale to obey and oblige them 
in every desire consistent with truth, and 
the superior duty she owed to her creator. 
Tn short, the good old gentleman spoke both 
to her heart and to her reason, and his 
admonitions made an indelible impression 
on her mind. 

"We shall say nothing of her journey, 
or of her amazement and delight when she 
passed through the London streets to the 
superb otKinsioh of Sir Robert Marsh, in 
Poiiliand-Flace ; hot when tcrfd — ^^ here was 
to. be her residence," her heart sunk, her 
limbs trerobled^-*-she caught the arjtn of her 

friend. 
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protegee i of -4he worthy Miv;- Fitswillhun, 
and friend of my amiable charge, Mereditfa> 
deserves both yom* care ind our notice J'* 

Saying this, he seated the nohuch ferem^ 
Uing Fanny in a chair, atid hasdiy pouring 
out :some' Vf'me^^^ My ^ood, fiayioond,; 
ttt down i and. take a glass of .wtne/' and 
directly, carried, another to Fanny* 

^' Sir Robert, I am astonished- at youc 
bd»Tiour,-^do .yon mean tocinwlt me, .Sir^ 
hot Lishalt r^tife^fitfice.ydu havejDO reifnect 
either) for md or for ydfurfiblf/* . 

She hastily arose and quitted the rocmir 
with a look so?terniile to the feelings of the 
horror>*sttUGk: g^l^ that, she fainted: and fell 
against Sir Robert; who also stddd^ptetunfilitt 
Qt: the .;storm h^ hid ^q tbopghtlea^jt raised 
by^ liJ8(hi»idne hojspitoliJy- v . .. * ' 

.T^i<^d steward, : i^b^king hi^ hci^diiaiui 

doingsr^ wafl frightfcoe4ih3r:.Sfi^n|:f.thQ ^-r, 
atiori of FtaWyr Sir -Roberthftd rung the 
bdl. • Happily jte d^prw^iQiJ 9J^«e«^ wf 

but 
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but temporary, and a small sprinkling of 
water soon restored the poor girl to a pain- 
ful consciousness of her ungracious reception 
from Lady Marsh ; nor could all the kmd 
soothings of' Sir. Robert alleriate her terror 
and BfSictiati. -. - r' ••" • 

The baronet more hurt than ever he had 
been in his life, by the inhumanity of his 
lady^' t^oniSideiiately desired Raymond to 
comole Faifiny ; while he stepped up stairs 
to lelplaffi thing9, and reconcile his Vfife, 
who had bMn tom^ how uninteniionally 

Th€ steward ««rted sU bii kindnesn and 
all Ua ' good sense to eomposb - his littlo 
friend^ assucing her that somejnistake or 
blander of the servant's had put the lady in 
such a momentary rage^ which, would sooii 
blow over. 

, " Oh, that I could return with you!'* 
oried she, regardless of hi^ isdotMngs ; ^^ I 
ani sure in this house I shall bfe very miser-* 
able!'* 

Ho 
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He endeavoured to do tway these un* 
favourable impressions, -«- Mea9 time Sia 
Robert had ibaiul his lady more tractable 
than he e&pected, and to his great joy es<- 
cape4 th% severity of her reproaches, aa she 
chose to transfer thenfi upon the imofiiea^iPS 
old steward. 

The truth waa^ she had presently re« 
collected that her decided reprobation 
might lead her husband to send back tite 
girl^ under a pretence of consideration for 
her pleasure, by which measure she would 
lose a person she determined to make use* 
full and whoae reputed pride it would be tier 
delight to humble; particularly new tihat 
she had seen her, and in seeing fdt an in^ 
conceivable aversion to the pooc orphan^ 
simply because, she appeared amiable and 
interesting. 

Having made up her mind to detain her, 
she was contriving, a eonciliatory message.se 
far as to send her two children dowa to coO'* 
duct her to the nursery, when Sir Robert 

appeared^ 
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appeared^ with m mr haIf*detennHied, and 
half-suppltcatory ; and met a countenance' 
disanned of all its ferocity^ and a caimneaa 
ai aspect and manner he was far from 
^pecting« 
. She chcMie tbi«^ moment for a tender 
scetiey and holding out her hand^ uttered a 
slight apc^gy (or the pastiion of a moment^ ' 
v^hen: a coiacideiice of circumstances, im« 
loateriai to relate^ bad robbed her of a 
comniaiKl over hec tempep. — * " But Hia 
past,** said ^e^ '^ I surely had nolntentioa 
to friighttn the girl ; but i was a little hurt 
at ttiat forward old fellow presuming to 
«t m my preseoce.*' 

Sir Robert felt the impropriety and im« 
pertinence of the ^' niy presencej* from one 
whose situation in former days entitled her 
to no distinction, and by no means superior 
to the worthy man she assumed a privilege 
to de8pise;r^but at present it was his wi^ 
to oouciliate, not to oppose, he therefore 
apologised for the steward, on account of 

his 
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bis dge, and being a so*t nrf Keir rDdtfi frr 
the family, having from .childhood lived 

with his uncle and father. 

He then mildly entreated . her kin(}nes9 
and countenance to Fanny, who, Fgsticated 
\ti the country, had b^n 4!i^€d L^her pre- 
smce, ahdappeafed to- great' disadvantage* 
** I am sure," added he, '" that Meredith, 
on his return, will be grateful to yoxi for 
every iitdulgence shewn tQ her, as he never 
dmits mentioning of her in hiftlettei^' and 
always with kindne«s.-*-Bat^ indeed^' ^e 
must soon go to ichool again, as the poor 
thing has been long enough at the park to 
forget every thing she learnt at . Mrf; 
Frainptoh's,'?. . ■ i. , 

As this re^dence at the park, conveyed 
ahe thought an oblique reflection on her, 
it was with diffiaulty she repressed her re* 
sentment;--^but.she could command both 
her passionsanid her feelings^ hpr present 
plan was apparently to oblige him, she^ 
therefore, had the children brought from 

the 
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■ the nursery, and -bad© thcfn attend their 
father,. and return wit,h a young companion 
she. had selected to instruct and amuse them. 

The .little girlp hastejned down with Sir 
Robecit^ ^ho riqtrodttced them tu^nny as 
3101^^. frjejidsi delighted witli hacving a new 
^ssociat^.; indtir^eq nested, she. would love 
them^ as he was persuaded they wouM be 
happy to obtain' her affi^ion. . 
. . She was indeed charmed with the artless 
ple»siir0 th^. expressed oo seeing hec; they 
had already tdken her hands and wc^.aaki^g 
a thousand questions in ^ breath. 

** Lady. Marshy ' said Sir Robert to his 
stevyaiKl, MFhbse eyes glistened, when he ob- 
, t^er^!^ sniii^s of satisfaction beam on Fanny's 
face, " Xifldy Marsh desiries me to say, my 
old friend, thatishe is concerned if she hurt 
.your fedings^ she had unfortunately been 
put outiof huimMir.** 

" i*^:<l dptr'yyouir honour, pray- ^ay no more, 
. my' lady is very good to Ci3ndescend.thus.to 

her seirvaht.— I hope her ladyship will like 

Miss 
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Miss "Fanny better when she knows more of 
her. — Poor Wharton is heart-broken^ and 
I should ^ieve sadly l>ut that I know 'tis 
right she should leave us, and be tnade more 
comfoclpible ; she is a surprising aenstble, 
good and lovely young creature, and I «im 
very certain will deserve my lady*s favour 
and affection.** 

'' I do not doifbt it/' answered Sir 
Robert.-—" Go, liiy dear girls, take your 
new companion to your mother's/ dressni^- 
f oom, she wishes to see her/^ 

Panny rose at these words, t^iough with 
a palpitating h^rt. Her old friend took 
her hand, wished 4iod to blesa her, and 
every woridiy good to fall upon her; adding, 
— " If my lady will allow of the indulgence, 
Mrs. Wharton will be right glad to haye a 
pretty letter from you sometimes ; for we 
shall miss you much, indeed we shall.** 

Tears dropped on his cheek, Fanny *s 
flowed as freely, as she pressed ius hand 
between her*s, and sobbed out her thanks 

and 



L 



KAVY LIEUTENANT. 167 

« 

And blessings to him and h^ good Mrs. 
W^artof) ; assuring him she would write, 
if Sir Robeit and his lady would allow her 
ta do 80. 

The baronet, much moved by these 
^mple effusions of love and attachment on 
both sides^ gave his ready assent to the old 
'man's wish ; who declining to atop, as he 
bad a f>ephew in the jito, with whom he 
had business, and shMm* only remain two 
days in London, said, bewooid wait oa his 
master again, if he had any eommands^ be^ 
fore he left town. 

Sir Robert asMPed khn be had none; 
but if he had leiatifa, and it was convenient 
to himself, to pass a dky in Portland-Place, 
he would always be' welcome. 

The good old man took his leave. The 
^rk tripped away to their mamma's dress- 
ing-room ; and to the infinH^ joy and sur- 
prise of Fanny, slie met with a gracious re- 
<;eption from the lady she ao much dreaded 

to see, and was informed she was to dine 

with 
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vflth her y^ng friendis^ and d^ ih ' the 
same room. 

This arrangement was pleasing news to 
her, for, in her mind's eye, she could not 
but recal the terrible looks Lady Marsh 
had thrown on her in the parlour ; — though 
she seemed condescendingly kind now, 
could her kindness do away the frightful 
impression her wMds had left on her bo- 
c8oin?*-*Fanny hlpt lively sensibility, and 
a keen feelilig;, fipoo^ Ipng^suffirring; of erery 
4o6k land wood tend^og to -shew contennpt 
and displeasure. She was delighted with 
the change in hitfi ttm»^< of treating J^er ; 
but it was \wr\ttiQ9t .^fmi'ed *wish to be as 
seldonl ia berisight ifif>om)>ldi 

The foUowifigt day tii^ young folks ap- 
peared to;be;ptefectly satisfied with each 
other; and'.Fani^yj readily undertook to 
teach the litU^e girls.. their liters, and to 
make use of their needles. 

Lady Marsh, like most- selfishly extra- 
vagant people, w^s very careful that no 

extra 



KAVY LlBtTTENANT. 169 

«xtft expences should be incurred tn which 

slie had no share; and indeed was par^ 

* 

sioiooious in the extreme in all the con)nrK)n 
expenditure of the family, making it her 
boast to Sir Robert, Ihat. her' care» and her 
economy, iwed him many hundreds a year* 

In conformity .with this frugal policy, sh^ 
would have no governess for her children 
before they were ten years old. In vain 
Sir Robert urged the expediency of early 
instructiojD, of ^pod princlpleis and proper 
ideas being inculcated from, infancy; she 
positively adhered to her plan, until it one 
day occurred to her that Fanny Thompson, 
who Wharton spoke of as a prodigy ita 
reading, workings and writing, might be 
niade a useful assistant to her girls, without 
any expence. 

No sooner had this idea fastened on her 

. niind, than she proposed to her husband, 

as a compliment to him, and an act of 

kindness to Meredith's protegee, to send 

for her, bs a pretty companion for Emma 

VOL* III, I and 
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and Albinia. She would give Ihem a 
smtftterhig of instruction; and when she 
had a governeee, as fyerhaps if they profited 
by what Fanny could, teach, she might 
hava m a year or two^ thm Famiy also 
ghou.ld have the advantages oMiaving her 
ed«eation oornpleted> in a mperior degree 
to whflK: a coontry boarding school coatd 
bestow. 

Sir Robert readily accorded to the kind 
and considerate arrangement of hia dear 
mife'B ; and 'sbe was to direct the execution 
of "her plan in whatever way she pleased. 

' Little did he suspect 9^e would order the 
ehiVd to be sent up alone, nor had she told 
hm when «he actually expected her; — 
therefore when Raymond sant in his name 
as Fanny's conductor, he cast a look of 
kindness on his lady, for her consideration 
m ordering the steward to bring her up, 

. Great indeed was his surprise and vex- 
iktion at her address to poor Raymond, and 
her reception of the }ittle girl. Her na<- 

tural 
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iural pride- toad insolence bad bur$t out on 
th^ ^trance, of F«nny, an object so fas- 
cinating she hadiiitle e!xpetcted to see; her 
lovetisiess^ and the rooeption Sir Robert 
ga^d her, iiifiamed her Liosom with anger 
and malice, Mrbrch sbe had neither ixicli. 
oatioii nor prud^ace to suppress. Her un- 
kKPked for behaviour hot^ . shocked and 
highJy dispteased the baronet, and. gave 
•btrdi ton monre^itary fit of resentment. 

Mullen die flooisced Otfit of the roor^ she 
«Dn pec^^ttodbei: :thaft on ti»s very day, a 
(em fits s0f . fomdbesa mre to be played off. 
Sbe had see». a <iiaa)Osiid butterfly, wkh 
^ioh she bbd fajlen^n lov<e;*Att)e CouqtesB 
x)f' Darwin I ihaidi ^jispUyed a ipost elegant 
pearl 'One^^ha^f^ . vnvtch more beautiful was 
At dwmdnd ooe! 

She recocted * that not three months^ be- 
fore^ ;sbe had coaled hf r husband out of a 
broach And alwve bow^ which cost near 
two hundred guiooas.; ai|d with ^11 her ef- 
frontery^^ sk& knew not bow to ask for the 

* I 2 diamond 
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diamond butterfly, which doubtless would 
amount to a still larger sum, from its pe- 
culiar make and valuable stones. 

Thrown off her guard by the appearance 
of Fanny^ she had forgot her plan fof* the 
day, till it recurred to her memory by see- 
ing her jewel box ; and then it was that her 
art pron)pted a different line of conduct, 
which succeeded so well, that the following 
day after Fanny*s arrival^ when the chil- 
dren and their young governesi ' came to 
pay their devoirs after breakOe^st, and my 
lady seemed " charmed with such an ac- 
quisition as her new protegee, such a de- 
lightful little "friend for her girls,** that Sir 
Robert in the fulness of his heart, when 
he returned to dinner, presented his iady 
with the sparkling butterfly, who^^e bril- 
liancy and elegance she had so greatly ad- 
mired and talked of, '^ but without a hope 
of possessing so beautiful an ornament." 

Thus was the good nature and liberality 
of a worthy man imposed upon by an art- 
ful 
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ful deceptive woman, whose heart was shut 
to every generous and noble sentiment, and 
self-gratification the only object of her 
consideration.. 

Two. or three weeks passed away.vvith a 
shew of affection towards Fanny, and with 
a more thaii common- attention to her chil- 
dr4h and domestic quiet. ' One^ and only 
one^ little altercation had .taken place in 
tli^t time; Sir Robert wished his lady would 
permit Fanny to dine at their table when 
they had no company, this- wish she firmly 
opposed, . asr extremely improper, an in-- 
durgance the girl was not entitled to,— her 
proper place to dine in was the nursery.-^ 
He was obliged to give up the pointy and 
acknowledge the impropriety of such a re-, 
quest; she therefore only appeared with 
the Misses for half an hour when the des* 
sert was introducedv 

The summer season now fast advancing, 
the family prepared to pass a few months 
ki Berkshire. Lady Marsh had lingered 

1 3 behind 
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bebtnd most of htr acquaintance in tb# 
ctrdes of fashion, as she detested the 
country; but Sir Robert having bosinesa 
there, had with more resolution than waa 
«6ual in him> decidedly ob^ted to a wa-^ 
•ering place for that season. 

Highly provoked at his pertinacity^ sba 
determined that he flhoiiM enj6y but vfeky 
little pleasure in his country retreati and 
knowing that of all people atnong their vi-- 
siting acquaintance, he most didiked the* 
Bruoe family, she wrote to Mrs. Brace^ 
who had been for some weeks in Derby '^ 
shire, requesting she and the yocing ladies 
wouM pQSs the remainder of the summer 
at her vilta in Berkshire^ and hasten to meefe 
her there in the course of a fortnight. 

She had soon an answer agreeable to her 
wishes; and anticipated with pleasure to 
her own feelings, the surprise and morti-^ 
fication of her husband. 8be knew his 
good-nature tind politeness would not per- 
mit him to violate the rites of hospitality^ 

V aud 
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and liad tlierefore eibtended her* mvitatton 
to Coloael Vincent and Mr. Hairrowl^y, 
both gay, and in the high ton of fashion ; 
anU what was a stronger recoixnueodation, 
both great adsnirers of her ladjship* 

Sir Robert, tired wilh continCial crowds 
aad expensive dissipaUaas, found it neces- 
sary for his healthy and pecuniary arrange* 
xnents, to visit bis esta^es^ and settle with 
his stewards; having had intimatioa ipore 
than once, tlxat his- expenditure,, and calls 
upon ihem^ greatly exceeded the rental of 
his^ }^nds> and bad compelled them to bor«* 
row money to supply the encreased deiaaadt 
for Ihe last two years. 
, Stadrtled by information of such diffi-** 
cuities as he had not the smallest idea of^ 
be slightly mentioned to his lady a Kttle 
embtfrasaoient in his cask accounts^ and 
requested she would economise a few 
months in the country. She made light 
of his complaint, and laughed at his re- 
quest; bdt necessity compdied him to 

1 4 persevere, 
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persevere^ and for once she was obliged.to 
acquiesce with his desire^ and give up her 
intended lour to Scotland. 

But she conDpKed with an ill grace, and 
determined he should share the disappoint- 
ment he had inflicted on her. 

They had been about ten days at Swinlejr 
Grove, when to the extreme astonishment 
of the baronet, Mrs. Bruce and her two 
fashionable daughters, two women and two 
men servants, with a carriage and its ap'^ 
pendages, drove up to the hall door, and 
were received by Lady Marsh ii welcome 
and expected go€9tf • 

She introduced them to SirRobertfAt 
<^kind friends who condescended to ru8» 
tlcate with them the few months they 
should pasa in the country ; and flattered* 
herself he was no less sensible than she was 
of the favour they conferred by their en* 
livening society." 

Surprise and vexation were legible in his* 
countenance ; he coldly bowed, and uttered* 

A 
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a few unintelligible words correspondent to 
His looks. Such a reception would have 
shocked any delicate mind, and induced 
(hem to turn . their horses heads from the 
inhospitable master of the mansion ; but 
Mrs. Bruce was of a different order of 
beings*— she had been accpstomed to rule, 
and had too high an opinion df female con- 
sequence to consider a husband fn any 
other than a secondary ligh);.-^She had 
also too often been an observer of Lady 
Marsh's despotic power, to feel in the least 
disconcerted by the cool regards of her 
busbandv 

The ladies retired' to their dressing rooms. 
Sir Robert to his library. He saw his plans 
broken by the intrusion of these women ; 
whether self-invited, or by the desire of his ^ 
lady, their visit was equally disagreeable and 
unseasonable. The proud insolence of Mrs. 
Bruce, and (he gay coquetry of her fashi-? 
Ofidble daughters, were detestable: in his 

eyes; he knew their reputations were hut 

1 5 equiyoca.. 
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equivocal^ and hm wife's eitcreased extra-* 
vagance and fondii€s$ for company bbA 
cards^ he bad evWy caose to dread wooU 
not merely find cooDtenance by such exw 
amples,— but their being iiuniAes of his 
house wouki tend to the destrudtion of all 
lus prudent and economic plans^ so requisite 
to retrieve his fortune. 

When, they met at dinner. Sir Robert's 
poldteness was evid^idy forcedy and very 
forma], but they had been tutored to shut 
thetr eyes and ears to every occurrence not 
exactly in unison wkh their own feelings, 
consequently they took his outward civiiity 
on trust, and appeared perfectly easy and 
at bofne» 

. With the dessert eame the Misses Marsh 
and the poor trembling Fanny. — She liad 
been told who were the visitants, uid but 
too well recollected the ill-treatiDat and 
mortifications she bad endured from them* 
It was her earnest desire, not to go down, 
but Lady Marsh had given peremptory or- 
ders 



>* 



NAVY tieVTEVAMT. I79 

ders for hef appearaiice^ and she was com-* 
palled ta ofcey. ^^ 

" Good God!'* exclaimed Mrs. Bruce, 
^^ Fanny Thompson surely! — Bless me, 
how th^ grrl is grown ! But I am astonished 
to see her here, we were informed' »he was 
an apprentice m Mrs. Frampton*s school, 
and when Charlotte had her last letter from 
my nephew Meredith, he mentioned the 
girl as under the care of old Douglas.** 

'^ Pardon xk% Madam/' said Sir Robert, 
^^yo« must be mistaken, unless the letter you 
alhide to is of a very old date indeed; fot 
Mr. Meredith knew, twelve months since j 
that this good girl had left Ma^ school." 

^' Yes, Mamma, you are mistaken, it 

was in a former l^ter, long ago, thai my 

cOQsin' mentioned Fanny's name ;«-hi none 

of my late letters has he noticed her at attJ^ 

*^ It is of Kttte consequence," returned 

Sir Robert,' **she is now under my* care, 

and^ a taluabfe aequisition for my little 

gi^b/' 

" Yes," . 
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^^ Yes/* added hblady, throwing adkw. 
cMnfuI glance on the trembling girl, ^^ I 
8ent for her to instruct Emma and Albinia 
in their letters, and teach them to use a 
needle.— -The child is well enough informed 
for the first tuition in the nursery,, and may 
make herself useful in /ler wajfy for two or 
three years, before she goes abroad in the 
world to get her breads" 

Sir Robert,, by his looks, seemed going 
to reply with some asperity f but Fanny ^ 
mortified by the scornful and sarcaatto 
glances of the young ladies whO' did not 
vouchsafe to notice her by any other recog- 
nition ;•— 'much hurt by the unusual hau«- 
teur of her lady, and painfully affected by 
a recurrence to her residence in Malvern* 
Abbey, and the last affectionate regards of 
hes benefactres8-«-could no longer suppress 
the swelling tide of sorrow and resentment 
that overcharged her bosom^ but waa 
seized with a violent fit of tears and fay». 

terio 



teric sobs, that caused her to totter fVonv 
i^he table where she stood;, and would have 
fallen to the ground^ had not Sir Robert 
caught her and supported her to a chair^ 

^^ Bless meK' exclaimed Lady Marshy 
'^ what ails the girl?. — ^What does she mean 
by playing off such airs as these?— "The 
young miss is a mighty sensitive plantj in- 
deed ;-~but she had better retire to the 
nursery^ if she does not know how to 
behave. I should have thought she would 
have been ready to worship these ladies^ as 
the near relatives of Mrs. Fitzwilliam, who 
took her up a deserted orphan and gave 
her an education**' 

" For shame! for shame T' cried Sip 
Robert^ interrupting her^ *' to wound the 
feelings of an unoffending being> thus before 
bee enemies.-^But let me tell you, Ma- 
dam^ she shall not be insulted by youc 
guests! — I will- protect her whilst she is 
under my roof, nor shall she epter this 

room again in such company. She is, in- 

deed. 
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dteed, ^' too seosittve'" to endure the tannte 
of rallow heartow*' 

The benevolent man^ provoked to an im«- 
usua) exertion by the conduct of Mi9. 
Bruce and her daughters, whose looks did 
not pass unnoticed by hrm, and previously 
out of humour by their visit, forgot at the 
moment the claims of politeness and hos- 
pitality; and with a countenance of severity 
and contempt, he led the weeping girl to 
the nursery, and ordered the servant to 
get her some wine and water, and endeavour 
to sooth her mto composure^ 

His first intention was to retite to his li- 
iirary^ but on recollection he returned to 
the dinner room.— f* Well," said his lady, 
•^ I hope you have dried " the t^rs of Miss^ 
Thompson, and reconciled her to her sad 
situation, since she is' not to be taught her 
duty to these lad ies. ** 

*^ Lady M&rsh," retortied h^ in a solemn 
tone, " it would give me great pain were 
I to suppose you sent for this good little 

girl 
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giii designedly to treat ber with unkindness 
and neglect. Si^ has claims upon ev«ry 
aool of huaimiity for tenderness and com- 
passion ;-«-ia& to pecuniary, ones^ Meredith 
will not* permit ber to be obliged to any 
one but himself, nor shdl she mStr in this 
house, iU trtatment, white I am Ihs master 
of it. These ladies must excuse me if I 
say, that I cannot easily expunge lisom my 
memory cert^n scenes in Mahera-Abbey 
that do but tittle honour to their hearts^ 
or their sex,^-^but I wish not to make un- 
pleasant recriminations. Your guests are 
entitled to pditfipess, and I sha^l not tnten- 
tionally, I am sore, infringe its rufes, by any 
improper conduct on my part.*' 

"I think. Sir," returned his lady, 
haughtily, "you have already gone much 
beyond the rules of good breeding;*-*but I 
flatter myself these ladies will think both the 
cause rand eflSeot too insignificant for any 

sentiment but contempt/' 

^ Sir 
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Stififxiesfledy btj^t i)ot wholly subduMy Itaew 
insolence^ ingralilude^ her indelicate coia^ 
parative reflection on the dtffereace in ifaeir 
ages, with the-obli<)ue htnt bow Ultfe desir- 
able his aociety was considered by her airdi 
her friends^ akogether struck hifa mceA 
sensibly; — and in a moment roused that 
dormant spirit becoming a man. of booour 
a»d feeling. 

'^ Stop, Madftm/' said he, ^^ you have 
at length, ungrateful woman, provoked 
the resentment of that man whose heart 
was all your own; — who liVed but to pro- 
mote your pleasare6«-^aod who for yevrft 
has existed but in y«ttr amilc8« I acorn to 
recriminate or upbraid you, but from thia 
moment your reign ia at ao end! — ^My 
children shall not be ruined, nor become 
victims to their mother's ingratitude, ex-> 
travagance, and maternal neglect.** 

*' What is it you nMab?-' asked she^ 
evi||f feature workirig with her new felt 
emotiona^ 

"I 
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f* I intend,'' he replied, *' to infbrra 
your guests ta- morrow morning, that this 
iky . week I shall leave EuglaDd for three 
or £9iir years*" 

;^' Leave* England 1" she eiclzimedy 
^^ what then is to become of. sic, pray V 

^^ Yon may if yoo please accompany nf)« 
and your children ; bat if you cannot maHe' 
op yoiar mind to bear with society so uo* 
anitable to |^uif tfearsj and so mdiffearent tx> 
your heart, you: m^yrestdb at .one of my. 
eoDvitry hfousesy-^nt two handred ^yeaf is* 
all I siiatt allow for your support/^ 

^«Y6s> M»dtm, a much \afger inoome 
r believe tbali your father possessed to 
bring up bis wboie family r-^Be that asi it 
may, I sbatt not exceed that sum for your 
ann^l expenditore, if ypu separate yourself 
£rom me and your children. 
. f * Oh, Markhal!* added hpj with a deep 
sigh, /Vyou have destroyed ih& illusion of 
happiness { had foolishly pictured to myself 

when 
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when I married ai> amiabTe uncorrupfecl 
girl^ whose heart you deceptively taught me 
to believe I whoHy possessed^ Soon indeed 
the veil was withdrawn that had hood-' 
winked my reason ; hot I . allowed much 
for youtb^ and the novelty of your situation*. 
Your power over my heart was rniboubded; 
and from excusing y^ur faults at first, I 
began to lose, sight of them, and submit 
my sentiments and incUiiatiofls> my every 
earthly- wiab, to the sole purpose of makings 
you happy. Even your indifference, your 
unbounded extravagancei. and the conae^ 
quent embarraMmmis you ha¥e brought 
upon nie^ would have been ehdtored without 
leproach, though not without pain. I fiat* 
tered myself that a few months of retire*^ 
ment would endear your children and their 
fether to that heart, dissipation bad wholly 
possessed when in the vortex of the woHd». 
"All, every . thing, I could have for- 
given, but those recent proofs . of a de<^ 
praved and corrupted mind^— -insolence^ 

ingratitude^ 
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ingratttude^ a total want of consideration 
for me and your family, by inviting here 
^thout ' my knowledge, the persons who 
of all others you well knew were most de- 
testable to nie, added to your inbumanrty 
towards an unfortunate unoffending orphan 
I wish to*protect. Such unquestionable 
traits of a bad heart, have irretrievably lost 
iny esteem, and little, you must be con- 
ficious, can remain of affection. You have 
rG6tbi«d jne to myself; no longer the slave 
of an artful woman, you will henceforth 
learn a new lesson^f Aa^ of obedience; for 
•be assored I will be the master and director 
'of my family.'* 

ISTo description can give an idea of the 
astonishment, rage, and vexation, which 
overwhelmed Lady Marsh at this new and 
^decided language, accompanied by an air 
of determined resolution, and a look of 
i^ontempt and reproach which Sir Robert 
jthrew at her as he quitted the room. 

" For 
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avowed iniecica if -Tiiciil.z^ zij: t^ :: 3 

for the entetii:ni.iiic Jt - :e '^:[<r^ 

Mr, iiarnx.t'i^ xs 2 ^^ja if' c iaic-nc-I 
nanneis, w::b:t^t il:r::3:.f. I-f± ^^^^ iT 5S 
<3»fblte Lroc-, b.t c^ ec v:.-/ rociiJ 
tiiat she tras enti-e-y o-7,tn.Lint oq her 
mother; and he wis wei cctTiuccd sh« 
was too much a worrja cf I'le world, to 
give her daighier x fbrtoiie, v,i:acut ccr* 
tain preliminaries and aetdements not At 
"1 agfteabfe to his ta^te or circuni^taiKC^* 
After weighing all his chimces a!V»'**'*^ 
...most certain continci-jncies, he vsoou ^'^^'* 
'uded. his wisest plan wouUl bo ti> ♦**'*'"^. 

2 mojiiar; who tlioiigh n^'*'^'"'"^,^,,^', 
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yet still there was a weight hung heavy, on 
his heart. StiH he found his wife was twined 
about it so closely, that however displeased 
with her conduct, injured by her extrava- 
gance, and disgusted with her inhumanity 
to a poor orphan, and her want of consider- 
ation for hinii when he came to the proof 
of leaving it to her own choice either to 
accompany him against her inclinations^ or 
remain behind with a very slender income^ 
the alterilative made him shudder,— ->for with- 
out.her he must be miserable.-— Though re- 
sentment had raised a temporary contempt 
and indifSs^-ence, like Sir Francis Wrong* 
head, '* he could not hold it,*' but in the 
first moment she artfully threw a soft de« 
jection in her countenance^ and spojie in a 
tone of kindness when he expected only 
reproach and displeasure, away flew anger, 
indifference, and disgust ; he warmly em- 
braced her, and without reverting to the 
past^ or speaking of the future, the present 
hour was all harmony and peace* 

K 3 Sir 
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; Sir Robert had for st)me years been gc^* 
casionally troubled by a flying gout^ some-* 
times in his head and stomach very abrm* 
ingly ; the medical people had endeavoareid 
to fix* it in the extremities, and he had se-« 
verai times fried tUM Bath watem foir the 
same* parpo^, tt>' no efifect. ^ 
' Wheliier th« uneasiness of hi^ mind on 
fhe stafe of hi6^ afiUrs haJ agitated hi» 
Befves, or the itiore fmt^l sfenaations be 

^had dtruggl^ wtti^ between lovt, and thi^ 
veiutipn hirlady'a eonduct for SMietima 
^BC had created in his bosom ; whatetM 
cause, whether accidental or coftsti^otioiml^ 
produced the sad effect, caniiot be a0eer« 
lained*,^-<*pffrhapB both combidtd to ihtow 

~ the govit into* hia stomach wkh suck viblence 
the foilowing dsty, that in t^enty-foiiP hocirs 
the worthy baronet became ita videim and 
ceased to breathe. 

Lady Marah was the eotmterpart of Mr8« 
Bruce, she rej^icedf secretly at her Kw 
berty, While tears and lamentations annoyed 

the 



l^AVY LIEUTENANT^ l^^^ 

the whple bouse. — Th^ first coiisideratioa 
was elegatfiit aod kecoiniog tDOurniDg;. bujl( 
in ^ ahoT'l Ua)e a second and a more serious 
QQf^ occupied ber whela heart>***was tkier€^ % 
will? 

N. 

- Sor Robert had> when b? oi^h^d ker^i 
9eit}ed a j<>iia>lure of six hpi^jsncid a }{edr oyi| 
ber/ ia case of having child^aih; ^ but m d^ 
£ect of i$6u^x fihe ^as to^ have a (Iiau^aad a 
j#ar and teHv tboiMitad pouiida^ He hadji 
she kne\^, fceqiieQjtly lalkfd of making 2( 
wiU (^inoe the birtk of Im twa girla> but 
wfa^lher^his mtentio^at bad |b^i> carried inta 
<£|ae^^b)^ knear uot; and waa nowj of 
caitf 99, very aoxioas to leacn. 
•. The estates^ of Sir Robert were eotaited^ 
a2Bd baviflg ao inale heir became the pro-4 
ptvty of a didtanl relative t-^he had, bow-» 
tv^y several leasebolde, an4 before be n>ar-^ 
ried, a veiry handsome fufided. property .r-^ 
But hia ready mi:m^y b«d jail beea drawa 
oiity and biis estates embarrasa^d by frequent 
aadiapge demands on bis sAeii»ard> who h34 

K4' beea 
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been compelled to obtain money in advance 
by borrowing of the wealthy tenants. 

The sadden death of their master caused 
a general consternation in the family. He 
was beloved by his servants, and doated on 
by his little girls^ to whom he was a fond 
and tender father, and much more attentive 
to their comfort than hialady wife; who 
seldom saw them more than once a day for 
an hour, and not even that when she bad 
company or was otherwise engaged. 

But how impossible to deUn^te the ef^ 
feet this sudden blow had upon the feeling 
heart of poor Fanny f— *She almost adoi«d 
the good man who to her was the reprt* 
sentative of Mrs. Fitzwilliam, the only 
being that she looked up to for protecticHU, 
or that seemed to have the least interest in 
her fate. In a short space of time sh^ 
bad, by a concurrence of circumstances^ 
been bereft of every friend. -Dr. Douglas 
she had not heard of for a long time,«— « 
Meredith was abroad on his travels she knew 

not 
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not where, — Miss Betterson had left the 
country,— and now, without a home, without 
a friend^ and almost a stranger to the worlds 
in her thirteenth year, she was left solely 
dependant on Lady Marsh, who, she had 
discernment enough to observe, and proofs 
sufficient to ""assure her, most cordially 
hated her. 

Her young companions gave her tear for 
tear; but'^Aey knew not, they could not feel 
the agonizing sorrow, the melancholy ap^ 
prehensions which tortured the heart of the 
poor unfortunate girl who had neither pa- ' 
rent nor friend. They remained undis- 
turbed in the nursery; the children were 
measured for their mourning, no notice was 
tal^en of Fanny, though every creature in 
the house beside were to shew that last 
token of respect to the memory of their 
worthy master. 

The morning subsequent to this melan- 
choly event, Raymond, the steward, who 
bad lately come up from the park", asked 
to be admitted to his lady; and in the pre- 

K 5 sence 
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sence of an attorney and his clerk, as wit- 
nesses, he produced ^ will. Lady Marsh 
was all agitation, and taking it from hino* 
broke the seals, but too much flurried to 
be capable of reading it, she gave it to the 
attorney, desiring he would communicate . 
the contents to her* 

Sir Robert's grandfather, by his will, had 
cut off the entail by an agreement with his- 
eldest son, to pay his debts and furnish hint 
with a sum of money to quit the Yva^om, 
from circumstances of a peculiar disgraceful 
nature, which compelled him to reside in a 
distant country^ 

Sir Robert's father dying before his. 
grand-father, the old gentleman had agaia 
entailed tl^ estates upon Sir Kobert and 
his heirs, or the nearest collateral branches;^ 
charging them with twenty thousand pounds 
to younger children, and confining the 
possessor of the estate to six hundred a year 
settlement on his wife if he had a male heir,. 

• otherwise 
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etfterwise he mfght encrease it ta the value 
of one thousand. 

The uncle of Sir Robert bad died abroad 
nearly at the same time that he succeeded 
to his grandfather's estates ; — unfortunately 
he had no male heir^ and only the two little 
girls, when He made hi&wili on first coming 
^OM^ intothe ebuntry. 

The testemeHt was very short and simple. 
H« ordered all his leaseholds^ town^-house^ 
Airniture^ plate, and every valjjabte to be 
sold s fttHn the produce* of which the sum 
of fi^e hundred pounds was to %e imnre- 
dtatety paid to his wife, ifi addition to her 
settlemenl: of six hundred a year. The 
residce, after a few ^gaeies to hi» servants^^ 
1K^ h^ ddde4 to the twenty thousand pouodis 
bequeatf^ed to the younger chiMf en, and to 
be €q«t€il(f divided among them* . Me 
named tiwee gentiemen as trustees for th^m<, 
widioat inelvdiiig the mother. 

Sadi ware the chief points ki tfie wil^, 
and before Lady Marsh cocdd gi¥e .vent id 

the 
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the rage and indignation which overpowerecf 
and impeded utterance, the steward said, 
he had sent expresses to the gentlemen in 
trust. 

This effectually roused her* and truly 
shocking and degrading to her sex was her 
passionate language and violeftce of beha^ 
viour ; — the attorney Idt her a copy of the 
will, and gladly fled from her presence. 

On Raymond, who she before disliked 
and now heartily hated, she bestowed the 
ebullition of her rage, in the most oppro- 
brious language, which he bore without a 
l-eply; for in truth he respected her too 
little to be hurt by her violence, and was 
disturbed by an unexpected disappointmeat 
jktk the contents of the will.*— He had hoped 
Jhis good master would not have foigotten 
the young orphan, at least that he would 
have appointed some friend to take care of 
her;«-*he felt for her forlorn situation, and 
fvas rutninating on poor Fanny '« fate while 
Us la4y wdb abuang him. 

At 
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"^ At length she saw that he appeared 
wholly abstracted from any consideration 
of her, and stamping her foot^ she bade him 
quit her presence. 

Lady Marsh was certainly much pro* 
yoked at the trifling sum of five hundred 
pounds being the only additidi to her set- 
tlement,, and more so at being wholly over- 
looked in the trust for her children. But 
when she reflected that this sudden event 
had preserved her' from the disgraceful 
flight she had engaged in with G>]onel 
Vincent, rather than ^accompany her hu&* 
band abroad,— that she was now free, a 
tolerable jointure, and no impediment re- 
mained to a lawful connexion with the 
cdon^,~4he weighed the evil and the 
good, and was ready to own the latter pre^ 
dominated when her good stars had made 
her a blooming widow, and freed her from 
a^ hum-drum good kind of man, without 

spirit or fashion; and if her girls were placed 

in 
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in other hands^ at least' she was no loiiger 
responsible for their future destiny. 

She sent off an express to Mrs. Brace^ 
with an accouqt^ of what had happened> 
and appointee} a day in tM"folh>wksg..jiiggk^ 
for meeting her at IbSetisoa's hoteL 
. Not to dvAll longer on tkisr subject we 
shall only say, the trustees arrived, the fb* 
neml was perfbmied, an<) a» Lady Marsh 
expressed no wish to be charged with the 
education of her ehtldnsfi', the gentJemeti 
were convinced but little natural affection 
dwelt in her bosom,, and therefore made na 
efter to leai^ them undisr her c«re»^ 

When every thing was settled, so as tio 
ipnger toreqnire ber presence. Lady* Marsh 
was preparing to depart r-^he • servants^ 
were paid oflT, and then fee the first time^. 
Fatiny appeared with the rest of tbeiiumlj^ 

CHd Raymond bad spoken i» her behalf 
to the gentlemen,, but they could do. no* 
thing for her as executors to the will ;. and 
iK> one but Lady Marsh knew that . any 

provision 
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provisiofr had been made for her education 
and support. Raymond supposed her de- 
pendant on his late master^ and the pooif 
forlorn being was without parents^ fr iendsy 
or a home.. 

Her appearance greatly mterefited the 
gentlemen in her fovoar. Lady Marsh saw 
the efi^, and with a sudden afifectation of 
compassion,— ^**' Poor Fanny!** exclaimed 
she, •' she has^ lost ,her-on1y friend; but 1 
will not desert her f— she diall go with me^ 
1 will protect her." 

" You, Madam r'*" crfed*out Raymond^ 
in a tone of surprise and disbeHef. 
. *' Yes, she will be a companion to me; 
since mychfldreh are taken from a mother's 
care, 1 will transfer my attentions to her." 

The gentlemen warmly applauded her 
Benevolence. — Raymond looked serious 
arid intrcdulous,-^Panny tremblitigly^ ad- 
vaYiced to her ladyship who held out her 
hand to her, — "Take comfort, child," said 
^, *^I will be your friend." The poor 

girl 



ao8 THE coxvict; or, 

girl dropped on her knees, and kissed her 
hand — speak she could not. — Lady MarsH 
ordered her servant to take care of Fanny, 
and to let her cloaths be packed, as she 
should take her in the carriage the following 
morning* 

. When the young unfortunate quitted the 
room, Raymond followed and stopped her* 
_^^ Did you ever know or hear, that any 
provision was made for you ?'' asked he. 

^^ I have been told,'' answered she, weepv- 
ing, '' that Mrs. Fitzvvilliam left me money 
for education and doaths.— Dr. Douglas 
and Sir Robert have said so^ and Mr. Me- 
redith told me so also^ and that I should 
never want a firiend whilst he lived J' 

Raymond enquired where he was to be 
found ? — She waa wholly ignorant. — 
*' Well," said he^ *' what my lady means I 
cannot pretend to guess;— she may be your 
friend, or why should she take you.^ — 
HjOwever, let me hear from you, Misa 
Fanny, I will give you an address to-morrow 

mornings 
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xnoming. My means are but small^ and I 
have three grand- children, nevertheless you 
shall find a friend in me to set you forward 
if my lady does not use you well; — so cheer 
up and fear nothing, God protects the 
orphAi/' 

* Fanny wept abundantly as .she thanked 
the good man^ and then repaired to the 
nursery.— She was much grieved to leave 
her young companions, and began to think 
her own lot not so very severe^ since they 
bad lost a father, and w6re taken from their 
mother by strangers, to go they knew Mi 
where. 

The next morning, at an early hour, she 
was called to attend her iady.— After taking 
an affectionate leave of the little girls (wha 
. grieved more at parting with her than from 
their mothjj}, she received a letter privately 
from Raymond, and stepped into the car- 
riage to accompany her pevir protectress. 

The sudden resolution Lady Marsh had 
adopted to tak^ care of Fanny, proceeded 

froui 
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much better retire to some good country 
town, where her title and small fortune, 
would possibly procure her some sort of 
respect. — In London she could not exist 
upon six hundred a year." 

Lady Marsh had neither a strong mind, 
nor a cultivated understanding; but she 
had natural good sense, a quick cpnception, 
much vanity, was not by any means de* 
ficient in pride and spirit, and with more 
than a tolerable share of confidence. 

Her surprise and resentment at this un- 
locked for reception exceeded all bounds 
of ipoderation. — *^ I am neither thankful 
for your observations or advice. Madam/' 
said she. '' My income, 'such as it id, will 
always place me above insult, or imper- 
tinent liberties; and my title, I presume, 
will give me a rank in^ society above the 
woman who has only riches tb boast of, 
and who has neither youth nor beauty to 
attract admiration. Your friendship I per- 
ceive has. not outlived the change in my 

situation; 
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situation; but as the Scotch plirasse is, 
^ bide a bii,* pcfesibly before loii<::, I.<ifly 
Marsh may be equal to you in foriunc, i 
she is superior to ycxi in rank." 

She had spoken with energy^ and with 
an Mnposing . air that silenced Mrs. Bruce, 

on whom she threw a look of scorn and 

» 

contempt as she left the room.— -Not that 
she was insensible to the affront she had 
]:eceived, for it was* with difficulty she sup- 
pressed the stormy passions that swelled in 
her boscMTi ; but she had sense enough to 
know that eoolness and disdain were more 
qiortiiyiiig thwi passion and reproaches. 

6i)e returned to the hotel most exceed- 
ingly agitated; in her heart execrating her 
fauaband for exposing her to such insults^ 
by his avarice^: and illiberal provision for 
the widow of a baronet. 

The first object she met was Fanny 

Thompson ; and instantly recollecting that 

she was primarily the cause of Sir Robert's 

displeasure^ and that she had taken the 

VOL, iir. L , girl 



2l8 



THB CONVICT; OR, 



girl chiefly with a view to gratify Mrs. 
Bruce by humbling the poor being she so 
unjustly detested, she no sooner cast her 
eyes upon her, than all the angry passions 
she had struggled to repress, flamed out. 
As she unconsciously advanced with a 
smiling countenance to meet her pro-, 
tectress, she .was stunned by a violent blow 
in the face, accompanied by these words, 
— ^^ Get out of my sight, you little viper, 
—I wish I had never seen your cursed face!*' 

The footman who followed his lady, 
caught the poor girl as she fell against the 
wainscot; and seeing she was incapable of 
speaking or moving, he led her into a room, 
and procured some water. 

When a little recovered, she exclaimed, 
in a tone of agony, — ** Oh ! Samuel, what 
have I done?^' 

" By my ^oul!'* replied he, ^^ I cannot 
tell; my lady seemed in a great passion 
when she got into the carriage. — I think 
something had put her out of humour at 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Bruce*s, for she flounced out of tfie 
house — — •• 

*^Oh!'* cried Fanny, interruptii^ him, 
** I kno^ they are all n)y enemies, why I 
know not; but 'tis they have set my lady 
against me. — How unhappy I am ! ** 

' *' Phoo, Missi don't mind them; when 
her passions are cooled, it will be all over." 
Samuel left her, and she retired to a 
room appropriated for her and the lady's 
woman. Here the foot girl cast a retro- 
spective eye on all her past sufferings, her 
present dependant situation, and hopeless 
futurity. Some 4ime was passed in tears; 
and the idea of again appearing before Lady 
Marsh struck her with terror. She recol- 
lected good 0I4 Raymond, and hastily 
searched her pocket for the letter he had 
put into her hand ; alas ! she had it not^ 
it was lost, dropped she supposed in the 
carriage. 

* She flew down stairs in search of Samuel, 
to whom she related her loss ; and begged 

L 2 him 
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him to eumine tfie coach^ as the letter was 
of great consequence to her. He good* 
natorediy went to the lirery stable imine- 
dbtelr; bat the letter was not to be fovnd, 
Ibr m truth 'twas m the possession of Lady 
Marsh. 

FaDOf had slipped it outside of her 
pcw*tfflj asd as ahe got oat of the carriage 
k dKipped. — Hhr l a dy sh i p saw a sealed 
kfeftar aflid hastily aeooied it. It did not 
Awctfr rccor So har a a cMoiy» id the huriy 
c£ Stvirg: orders^ and her aaiioaa deafe to 
>lrs BrwDe* wlm ahe capeoted woold 
her aft tte hotel. 

ts> aaod a inajiwiigin li> her 
ki iIk Bonahig she htu-- 
r^i a» bicr hcoae; — her reoeptkm we hEve 
«tf'^K!^ SittDg to the sool by tfie cold in- 
^nmfdce o«^ her auppoaed dear friend, she 
i'ii^^ Ssr?ieif into the carriage, agitated by 
r;^ 4Ssi reseataoent. AcddentaHy, in 
lykins c«K her botde of ean de luce^ she 

felt 
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felt tbe ktter'she had till th«n forgcHten to 
escfimtne. 

The kind hearted old steward had giverf 
Fanny much good advice to behave well 
to lier lady; tut the same time expfesfiing 
his double and fears of tlie continuance of 
her kitidnesa, as l)e Itad* no opinion of her 
huinanity or gqod nature. For her aak^, 
he wished he might be mi4tB/ien, at aU 
«iveirt^ h^. wpuki serve her to the beat of 
tm power; end added bis address^ that 
i»hDtiy she ei^r want a friami to mcom^ 
fMftdhcr^ abe migfot wrHjs to hina. 

At^uieh an un)4»cky hour to meet with, 
this letier^ ]mtal)ed her most violently ; and 
glaxl of an object on wiiom she could vent 
her ilUhamour, she vesohfed to make the 
girl apverdy sufl5Kr, both for the imp^rti* 
neace of Mrs.. Bruce, and the saucy frce^ 
dom of old Raymond. 

Fanny, unconscious of any offence, ha4 
haatened to' the door, and in an instant re* 
ceivisd the Uow^ without the preface of a 

L 3 word 
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word or a menace ; for the words she pas- 
sionately uttered were lost to the sufferer^ 
who was stunn.ed by the injury she had 
jeceived. 

This severe loss and disq^pointment was 
a painful aggravation to the sorrows of the 
unfortunate girl; who remained in the 
ch^niber^ not daring to appear until sum- 
XBoned by her lady. 

Lady Marsh had beeq considering in the 
mean time in what way to revenge herself 
on Mrs. Bruce, and get rid of this detested 
girl ; who she had taken charge of merdj 
to gratify that lady's malice, and with a 
view of humbling her pride^ and reducing 
htr to the lowest dependanee on. herself. 

She now gave up the idea of keeping 
her, as Raymond might find her out; and 
she would be not only an incumbrance^ 
but a sp35r upon her actions. 

After some deliberation, she sent an 
order to Fanny, not to unpack her clothes; 
Lul bundle up what she had^ as she should 

see 



NAVY LIEUTENANT. 22^ 

see her no more, but send her to Mrs, 
Bruce. 

She wrote a few lines to that lady, say- 
ing, " as Sir Robert had left no directions 
respecting the girl, she, or her family, 
jcould not possibly have any concern with 
-her in future; therefore as she had been 
adopted by the late Mrs. FitzwilHam, and 
Mrs. Bruce was in possession of her sister's 
fortune, it was unquestionably her duty to^ 
provide for the good old lady's protegee.— 
She was quitting^London immediately, con- 
sequently lost no time in sending the girl, 
and her baggage, where she had a right to 
jexpect a maintenance." 

She then ordered four post horses, to set 
off for Bath, where she heard Colonel 
Vincent then was; waiting only the re- 
turn of the servant, who was to leave the 
letter 9nd the girl at the doon 

" What words can describe the anguish 
of poor Fanny ! — Unconscious of giving 
offence, disappointed by the cruel reverse 

L4 of 
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of her lady's apparent kindness^ detesting 
Mrs. Bruce and Tier daughters, well know^ 
ing the ill-treatment she mu^t experience 
from them, she was in an agony ; her 7ace 
swelled, and her eye inflamed by the blow^ 
the most obdurate heart must have been 
softened at such accumulated distress.-^ 
IShe fell on her knees to the waiting gen- 
tlewcfman, entreated to know her fault, and 
begged, for Grod*s sake, she might not be 
turned out of doors and sent to Mrs.Bruce. 

The woman was really^hocked, and un-^ 
deriook to ask the compassion of her lady^ 
but her reception quickened her r^urn ; 
she could only repeat the peremptory ordei^ 
find hastily withdrew from that distress 
Whicih fehe had not the power to alleviate. 

The fodtman appeared, and Fanny, more 
dead than alive, was put into a hackney 
coabh ; the servant gav6 the order, and 
Hrhen they* arrived at the door, she was la 
an agoily of tebrs and tr^n^blnig that reatly 
shocked the two men.^^Od knockkig, a 

servant 



servant opened the door^ to whom Samuel 
gave the. letter^ and almost dragged the 
poor girl OHt of the carriage^ with an evi- 
dent concern for « sitnatkm beyond his 
power to relieve, — He said,-r-«^ Lady MarSh 
sends this young miss, an acquaintance of 
your ladies, to their care, as she is leaving 
London directly.**— The man Jumped on 
the coach box, and they were presently out 
of sight. 

The servant of Mrs. Bruce was so ex- 

» 

tremely surpri^d at the quickness of the 
transaction, that for a few moments he stood 
staring at Fanny, who was leaning against 
the side of the door for support. — "J>o our 
ladies know you — are you expected?'* 

" O, yes, they know me," replied Fanny. 
She could say no more but dropped down 
senseless. 

The man was not devoid of humanity; he 
UbetA h^riii^his arms into the house, and 
called a woman servant to attend her, while 
he .brought m her box and bundle. She 

Ls was 
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was soon restored to life^ and Mrs. Bruce^g 
woman, who had attended her ladies ou 
their visit to Lady Marshy' presently recog- 
nised her^ expressing great surprise al her 
situation and appearance in their house. 

When recovered^ she was led to the 
housekeeper*;! room; when finding she was 
wholly unable to answer any questions^ she 
was advised to rest, and conducted to a bed* 
room with much tenderness, and commi- 
seration for her apparent distress^ 



CHAPTER 
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" The eye that will not weep another's sorrows^ 
** Should boast no greater brightness 
" Than the glare which reddent in the eye-balls of 
the wolf." 



W: 



HEN Mrs, Bruce and her daughters 
returned from their morning visits, judge^ 
reader, if it be possible, judge of their asto- 
nishment and indignation when perusing 
the letter from Lady Marsh; they also 
learnt that the unfortunate orphan was ia 
their house, and ill on a bed where the 
housekeeper had placed her. 

It 
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It is riot m language to describe their 
rage. — Th(? servant who had admitted her, 
and the humane woman who had com- 
passion on her distress^ were equal sufferers 
«for their insoleoce and presumption in dar- 
ing to receive the creature in their absence* 

In vain they pleaded t^at the coach 
drove off* an.d left her fainting at the door. 
— " There she shouW have Iain till she 
could find her way back^*' exclaimed the 
merciless woman; ^^ is my house to be en- 
cumbered with wretphes from the street ?— . 
Let her come to me immediatdy /' 

When the servants were witMnawn, she 
read the letter a second time^ and tkeu 
Lady Marsh came in for her full share of 
abuse,— Miss Charfaitle observed,-^' That 
impud^t woman is ^more to blame than 
the girl; what business had ^he to bring her 
to town) and throw her iipon diem tor 
Mipport.'* 

Mrs. Bruce having thus a seoond object 
for the ebullition of her intemperate irio. 

Jence^ 
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fence, «he hod pretty well exhausted every 
epithet rage and malioe eould invent, when 
the lioii9d»9e{ier led in the fele trembling 
gtd ; whose miaery swelled every feature in 
her fnoe, and ^vhose limbs could with dif- 
ficuky MpfNN't hier as she entered the room. 

So distressing was her appearance that 
the hard faeait' of Maritime oocild not re- 
|)re8S ;sonie sljght- feelings of compassion^ 
which impelled her to rise with a look of 
pity; but which 'was as instantly changed 
by the severe glances of her tnother and 
sisber, whose calious hearts knew . neither 
^i^ nor humanity. 

Mrs. firuoe addressed her in hnguage 
so cruel and insulting, that poor Fanny^ 
nmlde to speak, dropped on her knees with 
a conntenanoe so full of woe, that iStie 
housdceeper turned aside ber head to wipe 
faer^yis. 

^* You may le£|ve the girl here, Cham* 
ben,*' said Mrs, Bruce, sternly; She with- 
drew. 
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drew.— Fanny was then interrogated hov 
she dared to come 'to her for protection ?^ 

** I came not/* she feebly answered, '*I 
was forced into a coach, and. dragged out 
of it at your door, where I fell down. — 
Lady Marsh has cruelly left me, — why, I 
cannot tell." 

** The impudent woman had no business 
to send you here ; if she did not chuse to 
keep you, you might have been sent back to 
your parish. — I ishall have nothings, to do 
with you ; — that old fool, my sister, ought 
to. have known better than to burthen her- 
self and her family with a child under such 
disgraceful circumstances. — You cannot 
stay here, I assure you." ' 

^'O, Madam P' said' she, again dropping 
on her knees, "O, Miss Bruces, have mercy 
upon me; pray don't turn me into the street, 
where nobody knows me! — O, if I could 
but tell where Mr. Raymond lives! or knew 
where to write to Mr. Meredith! — he pro- 
mised to be my friend," added she, weeping 

^ bitt'^rly. 
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bitterly^ ^' but I have now lost all my 
friends!— Pray, pray do not put me into 
the street r* . 

"Well, for this night you may sleep 
with one of the servants, to-morrow 1 shall 
consider where to send you." > 

She rung the bell, and ordered "the 
girl to be taken away.'* 

A long conyersaticHi ensued between the 
mother and her daughters, in what way to 
dispose of Fanny Thompson. — Charlotte 
observed, ^ — if her cousin returned, and* 
should hear that they had turned her into 
the street, it might give him a very ill im- 
pression of their conduct; and he was so 
particular, and so romantic, that the con- 
sequence might be prejudicial to them, and 
of greater advantage to her. 

After a few moments of consideration, to 
their surprise and vexation, Mrs. Bruce thus 
addressed them :— " Within a fortnight I 
have engaged to give my hand to Mr. 
Ilarrowly, and it is my intention to place 

you 
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you both as parlour boarders in some school 
of Teputation, unless 1 meet with a res- 
pectable family who will receive you* I 
shall secure four thousand pounds tP each 
of you, which you will receive at the age of 
five and twenty ; tilt then4he interest at five 
per cent, (as I shall place it in the funds)^ 
will pay for your board, and provide suffi* 
cieutly handsome for your cloaths and 
pocket money. On -your removal I shall 
of course discharge the servant who waits 
upon you; — and since this girl is thrown 
upon me, I shall hefnceforth place her under 
my woman as a second attendant, who will 
cost me next tb nothing, and keep her 
constantly at her needle. This is the only 
arrangement I can . make ibr her, and I 
flatter myself you must be perfectly ^atiified 
with those I have proposed maktngfor you." 
The young ladies were silent, eac^ look- 
ing for the other to speak; at length Char- 
lotte gained courage to ask, — -^'If ypu 
choose to marry, Madam^ must we there- 
fore 
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fore be ohWg^A to quit your house and 
protection ?" 

^^ Unquestionably you must !— and let 
ifie observe to yau, Miss^ that I have had 
no such proofs of your affection or respect 
tts to ma^ke me desirous of keeping two taU 
girls in my house, as spies upon my aotionsi 
neither do I choose to drag about grown* 
up daughters as. intruders on my friends or 
on. my pleasures. Therefore, as you are 
nom informed of my iutentionS| I shaff^ 
without delay, enquire for a situation agree* 
able to you and myself, where the inde- 
pendfiioe J «haU secure to you will ensure 
ihe respecit due to gentlewoman ; and on 
your otvn conduct will depend any future 
proyifiion I may think proper to give you/* 
. Observing they were both sp<^echle8% 
she withdrew to her dressing* room, bidding 
* thefh remember they wotild meet company 
at dinner.- 

The conversatic^ that ensued between 
the sisters^ wxmld be neitlier interesting or 
' . pleasing 
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pleasing to our readers, who are well ac- 
quainted with their selfish hearts and ma- 
licious dispositions. Without ever feeling 
love or respect for their mother, they now 
felt justified in the severest remarks on her 
conduct; and most bitterly regretted their 
entire depeiidance upon her. — But as their 
regrets and their censures availed nothing, 
they were compelled to dress and appear at 
the dinner table with a satisfied air ; while 
their bosoms ^welled with vexation mA 
discontent* 

As to Fanny, they gave her not 8 second 
thought ; absorbed in their'own coneems> 
ahe was too Insignificant an object to have 
the smallest sharo in their reflections* 

During this day of such importance to 
the ladies, Mrs. Bruce, who had not been 
perfectly at ease while hesitating in what 
manner to announce lier intended marriage, 
gladly availed herself of a conversation 
to introdiioe the subject, by their consider- 
ation of Fanny's future destiny* The se- 
cret 
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cret. now revealed^ she was all life and 
gaiety; the happy object of her regards was 
at the dinner table/ and as the young ladies 
had wisely* considered their own interests, 
they aiTeoted an appearance of attention to 
him, and wore smiles of pleasure on their 
features, very foreign to the real state of 
their hearts. 

Meanwhile the unhappy orphan wm 
overwhelmed by sorrow, mortification, and 
:tt^ itiost torturing doubts and suspense; 
terrified at ev^ry movemont, shrinking from 
the opening of a door> and trembling at 
every: voice. 

The hbusekeeper had considerately sent 
her a plate of chicken and a tart, but her 
appetite was lost in painful reflections of 
what was to become of her— she could not 
eat. Sometimes the voice of merriment 
reached her ear from the dining parlour, 
the unbidden tear flowed down her cheeks^ 
^^ Ah,*' said she, ^* they are all happy 1-— 
Every one has some friisnd or relation bat 

mcj-— 
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me, — I am alone, without one being feelm^ 
for my hapless destiny«*<^a poor outcast f«*r 
O, why did I leave Mrs. Frampton's !-***Yet 
she too might have turned me from her 
house, when Sir Robert died, and no one 
woidd pay for me»-<-0, that I- was in Hea- 
ven^ u4iere I hope my parents are ! What- 
ever shucking things they .say of my poor 
mother, I wish I was in the grave with her!'' 

llias did the unfortunate girt grieve, and 
dwell on her distresses for many kom-s.-'*^ 
At length Mrs. Chambers appeared, an4 
taking her faand^^-**^' My good dfi^/^ said 
she, *^ mate yourself easy, ray lady hat 
consented that you shall r^mam h^e, uoder 
the care of her womau, Mrs. Wilkias.— * 
You will have only to work at your needle 
and attend upon the ladiea sometimes, and 
Mrs. Wilkins and I will make you as com«» 
fortable as we can/* 

Her fir^ ei notiocis were al joy, so great 

had been ber apprehension of being driven 

Jrom tiie hoosei/<^fiut in d few oaomenta 

she 
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she said,— *^ Did you say I was to wait 
Upon the Miss Bruces ?** 

** Yes, my dear, they have cousenled ta 
it,'* replied Mrs. Chambers. 

*^Ab!*' cried she, lifting her eyes to 
Heavoi, '^Ibeir atm^, my beloved protec- 
tress^ never suffered me to tvait upon any 
cnel-'^I Was aivyay^ their companicNi Bx\d 
littls friend when she lived. Whether theyv 
would or maty she made iliem kind to me 

before her, — and now *> ''^gain- abo 

burst into tears. 

^^ Indeed ! " • said the housekeeper^ ^^ did 
you Uv>e with their aunt ?" 

** O, yes^ ate was my pnotectrees— my 
mother^--<Rid so^kind before she died, and 
left nie, Mr. Meredith said, enough money 
to pay my schooling, and keep me hand- 
somely." 

Mr9. Chatieiberjs was surprised and 
shocked ! She saw there was something 
wrong in the behaviour of her ladies to 
the unhappy little girl; and that young, 

and 
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and abandoned as she seemed to be by 
every friend^ she bad great sensibility, and 

• a sort of proper pride, that fett the degra- 
dation of her situation, though forlorn and 
friendless. 

She would not, however, ask her any 
questions, or seem to notice her involuntary 
expressed dislike to waitiiig on the ladies ; 
on the contrary, she assured her, her task 

. \^ould be easy, and working with her needle 
her chief employment. 

Fanny, a little consoled by her kindness, 
•nd relieved from the dreaded apprehenaon 
of being etpelled the house, her bosom 

. grew more trunquil, and after a few sighs 
of expiring, or rather we* may call it sup^ 
pressed pride, she resolved to submit her- 
self to obey Mrs. Bruce, and wait with pa- 
tience the return of Mr. Meredith, who 
she still hoped would prove her friend. 
Happily there is in young minds always 

, a spring of hope at hand to lessen the sense 
of present evils, and point out future pros- 
pects 
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pects of good, when the first, feelings of 
sorrow subside. Fanny had suffered so 
much in the terrible apprehension of being 
thrown into the street, without a house to 
shelter her, or a single creature to whom 
slie could apply to save her from every evil, 
to which her forlorn situation must una- 
voidably have exposed her; that however 
repugniant. to her feelings to be the waiting, 
maid of the Miss Bruces, she had ^ense 
enough to draw a comparative ' degree of 
comfort^ in being permitted to remain in 
their house under any circumstances. 

"They will mortify me," said she^ 
sighing, when alone, " I know they will 
take-a pleasure in seeing me their servant ; 
but I had^ mortifications enough at school, 
-^I was impatient under them, now I must 
be humble and obliging. If they break 
my heart, all my troubles will be over ; if I 
live, I may one day* or other see Mr. Me- 
redith by living here. — ^Yes, that hope shall 
make me bear every thing.'* 

After 
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After this soliloquy she went to rest; 
and the following morning was called upon 
to wait on Mrs. Bruce to take her com- 
fnands. Her reception was less painful 
than she expected. She was ordered to 
ait in the housekeeper's room^ and work 
4mlyfor her lady-^ihe Misses^ had nothing 
to do with her. She was to attend her 
dressing room, and assist lier woman; and 
if she was docile and industrious^ she should 
remain in her fatnily. 

. Stich were the oommacxfe aS Mrs. Brace, 
and Fanny joyfully promised to obey them. 
She WHS so delighted, so relieved l>y being 
ireed from tlie authority 6( the yotmg 
ladies, whose insdent contempt she so 
greatfy dreaded, that the employniefils •des- 
tined for her appeared as pleasures^ in 
comparison to what .she had feared from 
her former companions. 

Nothing material occurred in Fanny's 
situation in the course of a forthight, bat 
a general order from her lady to drfess plain, 

and 
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and becomiog iK?r.situjaioh>- *PTer vyajc]- 
robe, t)y tlm iiiilulgeac*^ pfijlwr^ fv>nn< r. 
friends^.. was 51l)CalcMtatf«<i f<>r the place. ^\,^i} 
riow heklf:iri^bei'*t'aiiiily (WP. Mr»i»' iirw t.f 
therefore t\vo siiita of plain decmt<ioi vvet^tj? 
added to her mornibg g)^v^h^» am' Urx l^st 
dathes commiUed Xq the cuuerof Mrs,; 
Chambers...^ * ^ . ^! » n i ,.. r. 

To this regulation she* made: not^ airt^lo- 
murmur on .okjor^ton^ hutiMtniia^uraUd^ 
patience, and in(fcstry,.,d€«Qtftd rt^r^tjl f^iQ, 
the duties! » roq^irtd of . ber^ a^l tH> , §q- 
dokig, obtained .tb^.,gpod. >vor^ iof .eyciryf 
one except . the, yqim^ ladjes,viV«!tTo never.; 
Qoode^ceaded' tA, bestow on j^tf the^ lea^. 
notice. — . ;/ i - 

Mrs. Bri^oe had her hour$ wholly en-^ 
gaged by preparation for her marriage.— 
Mr. Harrowly had made no ^nqairif s re- 
lative to h^r fortune; 'neither had slie in-, 
terrogated him on* the subjeet of his. She 
saw he lived at an expensive hdte], that he- 
had a genteel establishment of horses and 
VOL. III. M grooms 



grooHM, dressed wdi, and was received 
among the'firat elesses of eoeiety; of bk 
fortiiiie therefore eke bed aadoabts^— -<3ret 
she iM» too niMha WMMn off :the wcMid 
not to take aome care of herself. 

Above "fifty thoasBttd ipoonch ««& Cba 
large 41 aom to throw istotfaerhaHda of any 
inan, nor did ohe chose to be dependant; 
vsisely coniideripg the possible chances 
that men were not ahsajft what they ap- 
pear to be in the days of ooorlib^ she 
aeeufcd twenty thousand ppnnds in tbe 
hands'of trustees, for^ her ^dle«nd eepsrate 
use*— exclusive df ' the foor thooaaml to 
each of her daughters^ which indieed was 
not included in the fifty thousand, her 
whole property amounting to little lesa. 
than sixty thousand pounds. 

Of this transaction not a syllable trans- 
pired, either to Mr. Hsrrowly or her daugh- 
ters. The intended bridegrpom was pretty 
well informed of the money she possessed; 

and 
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atid had not the slightest suspicion of tfer 
prOvid<*nt reserve. 

^ "^biiV days jJh&vJoiT^ to her mdrriage, she • 
^ondUbted her daughters to the hquse o^ 
Mfs, Langmere, a w5dbw lady, in Great 
Otttibiid Street, who kept a canj^lge, lived in 
an elegant style, and received six young' 
ladfi^s, at i hundred a year, — " merely as 
Bociety for hefsctlf and dbujght^r, without a 
Vlfetv ordeiSiVe of dny pefcuni^ry advantage/*' 

. lTrf*}}ber'^% mfet vHth thfe deserved rel 
i&h, f» with the Mrsi Kfuces her number 

ifi6 ydvthg ladles werB not til pleased 
«tMl th^ii* sitU^tidhV Ihough by no means 
ifitt^M Witb the four thousafnd pounds, 
UMieitd^of tto tvhicH their' dtint had designed 
t&r^fhifxi. TH^y accused their mother of 
ih/^ct atid inju8ti(:e'; and the absurd folly , 
af' frian'ying a' nian itear twenty yeari 
ytWttg^fthahher^lf, grfi^e a finish to her 
<:haracter, which they were not sparing in 
tldUcfing forth as an object of ridicule. 

M 2 The 



f^6 7BE CONVICT; OX, 

indelible unprjession on her inind; from 
lliat hour she grew extremely cautious an4 
reserved. 

The suqcf ^lop Qf painful and inorti/yiiig^ 
(irpum&tances that had attended her, con^ 
^(ierably ^r^gthieued her reac^e^ mM 
gave a aombre colour to her. nund; whidh 
ft^pulsed all the. endeavours of Mra. QhhQ't 
Iters to unlock: her heart, and di^clos^ bejr 
litU^-iiistpry. That ahe wa» opce a prQ^ 
U:gee of Mdl Fitzwttiatn, and a fwmmtB 
Sf' Ml. iVieredith's, ivas the extent of het 
confidence; and to be henceforth awret 
in her thqughti, and oautioua of apedung 
af former events/tvaa the settled porpoea of 
her mind, frotn which no art or persiiasioM 
could make her swerve. 

Still her heart was not faaideiied^ k 
gloived with 8efisib9ity and affeetion; but^ 
fitas'! she had no kindred spirit to share it 
r-4io one w;io seemed reaUy interested ia 
hpr fate, or of a similsr disposition, tbwe- 
fore she incurred the rejiroadfi of being 

proud 
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procidand undocmU while, her stoily wai^ 
not to offt^nd a single being, iulbe house. 

No circumstance whatever could indooe 
her to desf tote from truth ; but ishe evaded 
ciiciosrty, and was best fdeaaed to be alonek 

Suidi was Ifae dispaaiiiiaiii: engendered fay 
imposing cigcaiTtttanrey» amtsai^r to the 
natom) benl of d good and ingenooiia 
miod. She fek the bomSiUmi of. ao- 
oefBf^sg the aiggard hgii^tametir frooi^a 
woman she feared and despised; bat^skie 
recoBeotod l^r afautioo: iti the fimifyv and 
Kcceiv«d k wiib sitent huoidily* 

Tbe first weeks^ ot as it ia caHed^ tie 
boney-mooA of nyarriage/ was passed iti 
splendid entertamsieffils and a crowd of 
cocFTpony ; but wheit all their friends had 
visited the happy pek*^ and a little cessatioh 
ensued to their timiuItuoti» enjoyments^ 
M^. Hi»h\>u'}y one day took advantage of 
an tdte hour, to ask * his ' lady m what way 
her fortune was secured. The troth was, 
be bad previonsly eequired at the Bank, 

M4 and 
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and learnt that only tbirty-two thousand 
pounds was invested there in her rtame. 
'Somewhat surprised, he however supposed 
.she might have laid out her money in more 
profitable securities. He bad several days 
swan ted to introduce the subject, but was 
uronscious a similar investigation would not 
>be very pleasant to him, or satisfatitory to 
jH:r;laitiei}gih interest and ciiriosity«tx>uld 
tfiorlcmger jfaic ^^appressodj aad - the enquiry 
ivastoiade. . - . -^ ^ . 

She feJt a- little canfufed ^at an apparent 
wnnt of confideilce in him, and slie re- 
plied,-^^^ All the. money I bava the powar 
.Ip dispose of, is in the ihre^ per cept9«" 
': •[• To what amount, MadAoijV ^ 
r.. ^y I believe," answered she, hesitatingly, 
;f^ aboiit thirty-two thousand pounds/', 

.;^> Thirty-two thousand poundsj — Surely 
.that:S)|ii^ canpot be half of the property you 
*possesfi{! — What, the ddvil!. you can't make 
ine believe you could keep up such an esta- 
blishment on suQh a paltry sum/' 

Paltry r* 
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^' Palfry !" repeated she, not a little hart 
by his air and expressions. " Paltry ! I caiii- 
^ot look /at thirty -two thousand pounds as a 
paltry ^ww.—r-Butrl settled four thousand on 
i^oJi^pf Qiy daughters/ and that .w^ not half 
t what was intended for them by their aunt.'*' 
,^^tM^damy the world reported your for- 
tune to beat least a hundred thpuaaad*'* 

. ^^ The world $rere mistaken then, as very 
:^S9blyi iVii3Q&y ^ rn speaking of .your's*; 
^9eljl :do j»asure!yoju, ^what you; pbsaess^ was 
jxK> object ;of n^ enquiry^ as I had no doubfs 
^fher ofiyour fortune or your honour,; in 
:i|iakMg>a suitable. aettlement on !0>e, mui- 
.yaiei^J^otp -the.inQney you would he; nfi^ster 
jQf> ivhen I gave ybttihiy hand." ': ., 

\ : *' ;Yoa are very cuiiniag. and evasive^ n»y 
dear ; but I ask you. plainly, and exp^t'a 
'plain('^t)sw^r,-^*^have! you . any estat^a :dr 

t. j'^I.haVe not," sattd shei provoked at bfa 
.peijtutaQi^y*: — " I am notin possession.ofiaay 
other sums, nor any ostatea.'' , ^ 

Ms "Then, 
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*^ Then, by Heaven, X am cofifetHidedly 
tskeo in, that's ^l^-^or 'tis impossiUe to 
keep up Qur establishmeQt upon the in* 
terest of that funded property.- - 

^^ But Mr. Harmwly, mnely my love, with 
the addition . of yow-Jkriune, in the styJe 
you Uvedf it capnol be neee^sary to lessen 
our eatablktonent." 

> ^ Why veally, my de8r> my fertane will 
tiot come into my hands, t fear, fqr aom#^ 
time;^-*-and it fippearsrtb me ftfaet I hafi^ 
been plagaily deceived as to yctar pvoperty^ 
and that yoii have been an ab«olate im^ 
poftor on the world, who have given yott 
ove^iit for a hundred iboosmd.— ¥biip es- 
pensive style of Kving hast^peatfnaiiced the 
report, and I took it upoq trust, noteither 
doubting ^^yatfr hatumr ot}four f0rilm^^^ 
However, yqst now. no alteration ean b^ 
made, and when my fortune comes intomj 
possession, you may be assured of a suitl^Ie 
settlement. So, my dear lady, enough of 
this day's exptanation/'^ 

Mrs. 
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Mrs^HarrowIyy though horridly provoked 
and disappointed^ could not venture ferlh^r 
to urge any enquiry relative to bis expected 
fortnne.-*-Slie now beartify eongratulated 
herself on her prodent reserve, — all she 
feared was that it n)ight come to his know* 
fodge^ she therefore wrote to her trustees^ 
requesting their absofute silence on the 
sub^'ect^ 

Mean time- her young* husband was re?- 
solved not to be tricked out of bis liberty; 
9tnd Sve dependant, upon her. That very 
mornings he had seen* an advertisefnent m 
the paper of a cottage^ garden, and smftR 
form, to be disposed of on a lease oP twenty 
years, in Merionethshire, two miles -from tt 

m 

smrit market town;— It struck him frtrthe 
time, (hat it would be a- disrrabSe retreatf 
for his wife when he had possession orhei^ 
Bioneyrf ^ 

He was sa greatly involved,. thatiherYno* 
ney in the funds* wouW aflbrd'bim -a very 
moderate style of living, if obliged to pay 

his 
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his debts. Excessively enraged and dis- 
appointed by the comparative scnall sum to 
tvfafit he had . been led to expect, he was 
ftow, more than ever^ resolved to be rid of 
her. He qiade^nquiries about the cottage, 
the description was much in its favour, it 
yfas to be . had, furniture and all the stock 
for a ^w hundreds. 

•Without seeing, or even making any en- 
quiry on ith^ B^ relative to its accommo- 
dations (fqr*^^ w^s; npit. to live in it), he 
]^pugt)t and paid: for ,i^ ^il once; and in a 
fortf^ightafter^ just, nine weeks frcHii their 
fvedding daVj^ .he toldv his lady, onf sinall 
e^|e tl^a^d /alleq jnto. bis batfds, a^d re- 
gu^3ted ,she^x^^l(d accompany .him to see 
it|.;aS| if ^ i^ met. with her approbation, it 
should be part of the jointure he intended 
U>vse|tle,on,her. . i , . 

Charmed by this specious tale, Mrs. 
Harf Qw^y< congratulated herself on having a 
^Vi^^dl so generously disposed towards 

her, 
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her^ after appearing to be disappotnted in 
the amount of her fortune. 

No time was lost in preparation for this 
desirable journey. — Fanny of course re- 
mained' with the housekeeper, Mr, Har* 
rowly thought the attendance of Mrs, 
Wilkins unnecessary, but his lady woidd 
not, could not, she isaid, dispense, with her 
services; and he was too polite to dispute 
the point with her. •. i *^\ 

Nothing partidukir occurred in the 

journey; — they arrived in due time at Lisin- 

golen^^Coltage, which was rjeally as neat 

and pleasant as it had bee^n desfcrtbed; 

though the country round iwasiroounhdnims; 

The weather was fortunately very fine, and 

the |irospecta extensive, - and h6d also the 

charm of novelty ; so that Mrs* Harrowly 

hfid notbit^^ tp find fault with, .and -he was 

at -liberty to attach whatvalu^be pleased 

to the estate. Servants absolutely necessary 

>vere soon procured, and though ^^both 

the wom^ were uncouth in their language 

' * and 
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md maonera, tbcy amwered weH eoougfil 
for their purpose in the short time tbcy 
abodd stop at the cottage J ^ 

So thought, ao aaid, the lady of the man* 
aion; and during six days she was extremdjf 
amused by airing evety^ day <' round her 
eatate/* and.by the respect of the poor 
eottagers and tradespeople in the neigh-^ 
bouring tewn. 

But Mrs. Harrowiy viae not disposed txy 
femain long from deer London. Though? 
spring was far advancedv and the oircles of 
/aafaion woidd soon take khetr ftigbt to wa* 
taring jlkccB, yet there waastrttia few wedca- 
iftiwiuobabe migHt'dnplay her bridal finery, 
and aelecl her aoeiety: hr the summer- 
aaontha^ When the mreek was completed;, 
•he Yentored in the sweeWik manner poa^^* 
aibb to express a gentle faint^ ** (hat ha^g 
aeen all the beautiea in and round Langoten- 
Gottage, with whieh she was delighted as a^ 
present from her beloved Mr. Harrow}/^ 
abe should iike> if i^reeaUe to \mn^ to re- 

tam 
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twn to London^ not havtiig yet paid att 

M^. Harrowl^^ ki the most complainant 
manner, itnHating his lady's tone^ gave 
4fnore than a gentle hint> ^tbat he intended 
she. should pass the sunrifner at her ottni 
^ii4fi^^ which he was happy to find was- 
agfeeable to her taste.-— Some very.parlr^ 
calar business obliged him to be in London^ 
for a few days; but it would be a rhlieuloua 
and U£^ss expenee and iatigue for her to 
jottrnef up and down j when he bad deter^ 
mined not to exceed fiveov siii di^s beibg 
in London/* 

He' might have talkedoDy she was so surw 
pifeed and' shocked as to be incapable of 
speaking fdr some fnomeots> still she sup^ 
^es^ her growing rage,-^** Be !• hear 
rights Mr. Harrowly— do you purpose going 
to-Londbn^ without me ?'— ^Am rtobe con^ 
fined the whole summer among th<B 
mountains in Wales?^' 

'^ Not^x>Afined,.mytleaf^ you will have a 
largo range round, the neighbourhood of 

Langolen^ 
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Langolen^. and. 4^ubtkss soiiie" ^^it^te 
when you are known to be a resident ; but 
your 'fortune, Mrs; Harrowly, ^ jwiM. /not, 
support tli)e style you bave liyed in^ w\i\hX\f^ 
jaddition ctf fliy.establiAment, therefor^.:^ 
advise you. to j-usticate, and save during JJ^ 
aumoier months^ that you tti^y appear 
among .your former society with 6claj^ ia 



winter/' 
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i^;JtiQ words dan 4eacrit>cs Jb^ feirfjiig^..^ 
MfSi Harrowly!-*-Th^wn oflTber^u^rd hy 
fiUQh an unexpected ^rraflgeme^it^ and fired 
Ipy the, sneer whi<}h ^companied \\\e wpit^a^ 
your fortune f she forgot all the'soitnes^ofa 
iridal t^ppe^ andvajFter thf'i;«q8|.b^r>re. 
proachesj. for seduciog her to visit tbisid^s^ 
frightful ' cQuntry, she assur^ him s^e 
dfKHild not countenance his cpntemptiblft 
mean views ;— ^her inconie had, s^od ^ould 
^ill support her . fprmer^ consj^i}ei|C€^. lag^ 
aurely hisown^ woul^ now^as w^ij^as^vep^ 
be sufficient for his establjshm^p^ 

** You say. rights mydjear/'. repfjied he, 
,with the most provoki|}giK>n*chala{[^e, <^my 

income 
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income now will certainly be not lessened 
from what it was when I married you.—- 
But, to have done with all further alterca- 
tion^ I set off to-morrow morning for Loji- 
don, you ^will remain here; — I shall take 
care to send your trunks and wardrobe to 
you without delay. I have already told 
you my stay in London will be only a verjr 
few days; when I return here this subject 
may be renewed^ and if you c^n convince 
me that yoiir kMomc) w|ll jivstify the exv- 

* 

penpes you have accustoijied yourself to-, 
yon shall find me neither unreasonable nor 
^unpersuadable/' / ' /; 

. Twice 4tt«t9§ tiMt)mangxxe his lady^b^ 
been on. tbe point of betraying the sea*et of 
lier reserve^ ^ttlement, and deinanding her 
freeclpm to go, where she pleased; but as he 
proceeded: she: fortunately repressj&d her 
rage, and at the cbndusion^^ resolved to wait 
his return^ and be determined bycircani* 
stances. But though she > suppressed the 
turbulenqe of passion, she could not assume 
an appearance of ^tisffction^ much; less her 

usual 
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imiol fdtidnesft to her ^ bekyved hoilMffid.'^^ 
If she wa9 m)t syikn, dim was fat frcMA 
faeiog cheer fi^. 

It w«& atherw]» with Mn Baoroii^, 
IV hen the dis^greeahie sulagecl; drappejibe 
resumed hm good hurnoMr^ nod endeoToered 
to enlefUiB her by proposing 9 iiua^)€ar of 
ff»hQ|li9hfi»^3 to I iMy>ten- Cottage; talfc- 
ing of the heiMil; o( ihe .GQiKitfy> mid hose- 
{Htalitjr of its tiobrtwlwMtH^^^^^iShe jiMd little 
attention to his pcofwailimSf tftd at length 
abruptly ioternipted bias to. ask,--''^ What 
nrrapgieiveiil was. tA he made ivith the eer* 
Tantsin tuMTi r — she could noiciislarkhsocli 
Ignoraot welohea.aa.wafe mm Aoat b«r;'^ 

^^ fie i not oneasj^ my love^ I wiH : take- 
ore of erevy eiicuaKtaeee fev your coi>* 
yeiueoce ; . I thiok you wiQ npt aeoaea me^ 
0tinuf\rtium, of cHDittiog any tbiag con^ 
dncive to^oanpkasare^^ 

Sfaeknewr opt what to say^ sheaavr it ^aa. 
m vain to qaeatioi^ htm, for his air and. 
afocda ap^ieared aflibctionate, and a^cmled 
bar m piatenci^ to ^(narielj^ oc iomik him^ 

or 



or if 9b? 4idi ^oqM 5t hq aiiy . a^vaotag^ to 

She iHIVf r^oicjed ^ h^r prudent res^rve^ 
hjM t\\m ^%m she could derive no benefk 
^91 th« interest withqut hU knowing she 
had such an additioil tp her expeffidtture. 

Tormented hy many apprehofitoions^ and 
44Hi|itfaI of h^ intAQit«, shc^ passfed a.discfrr 
\tm m^U^^ffmcwm that 9^^ bud ^cte4 
V§ry; imprudealjy 'fay QQt in/otlnung hersdf of 
htfi farbmsi^ and omnakiqns be£»re ahe gayi^ 
httn faer hand; for as a woman of the woridy 
4»,oftai^vihj9 had ham no. 1^ vice in vimm 
apd d%sfipU«^« «trte> ^€i ooghl to baye re^ 
fieeted^jhawinMHiyi ill this-gnaat oiiy^ ^^Iive 
the liCMrd kiiow&shodir^ and the Lprd knows 
where/^ forcing' their way. inta society by 
their wkst and tlieirgamUiiig pfopensitiesw 
S^ could > not be ignorant that numbers oi 
both se^es are tokraled - in fashionable 
circles most-eaceptioDabte in their situations 
and miofals^ if they dress weli, play high^ 
and oontribiito their quota to tbe fplties an4 
eatertaiiimeDt of tfieir companions* 



ft$6 'th* CONVICT; ojr/ 
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In this class Mr. liarrowly^ moBt •tl«i 
doubtedly be ranked; he was! bred to the 
law, hut ^nearly when reteased from a five 
years bondage, his father, who had a place 
under government, died,- and left hifti 
about two thousand podfidsl . H .- .' < ./ 
* Coke and Lyttlelon were instantly' dis- 
carded; he bought horses, appeared on the 
turf, passed himself for a young fellow just* 
fallen into a larg^ fortoiie ;-^was noticed 
accoi'dinf^ to* his appeavwipe' tiiilhoutr :oiuch 
investigation, admitted td the card dabs, 
and at the trifling expeneeof a few hun^ 
dreds, was let into the aieana of the gam- 
bling $ocietieai>^'Tis true his ; two tbJMisaiid 
pounds wei^e very: sopii making tticir way 
through the town, but. wh^n once Initiated 
into the *' ways and means,*' h/s took his 
chance with others.-— Fortune was now and 
then favourable, iod enabled bim.tosuj^rt 
hit appearance among d)e dashers' of itbe 
day, while his tradesiiiep in var^us. parti of 
^he town were waiting for his. rents from, bis 
estates^ /^^ his d——-d fi^evvai:d being too 
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indulgent to his tenants, and obMguig him. 
to trespass on their forbearance.** . 

He iv^s' driven almost to a state of des- 
peration, aad was; meditating a flight to the 
Continent, when he w^s introduced to the 
partias^ ot.MrS;* Brqce, by jCplopel Yi^cent.. 
. li ha^ been already observed j that he fdt 
a sort of preference for Miss Charlotte; but 
o'eport^ having magnified Mrs. Bruce's; 
fortune to a hundred thousand pounds^ and- 
addeid^ that her daQghtem.were dqpendant^ 
on her,, he changed the object of his de^* 
voirs,^ — ^flattered^ idolized the widow, was 
charmed, dying for the adorable Mrs. Bruce, 
and takiog advantage of her folly a n^J va- 
nity, .tbaslewd' OQ the niai-rjage which vyas 
to put- him in possession of riches, liberty, 
and indepe.ndence. . 

. Little did he imagine, that she had still 
prudenqe^ still method, in her madness to 
be married, to secure a. smn- for herself*— • 
But when he fuun^, on enquiry, that her 
« fortune was scarcely ont^ third of what he 
expected,. then he considered that smn in- 
. * . finitely 
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finitely too tinsiU to ^y off his ddbts; Md 
secure his intiepetidMce, v^ben feltai'ed to 
a giy expensive wbihdn for life« 

Tb^e wiA but ofte ake^mive tb thtk^ 
tbttt 6f going to the Comment. He <#oi!]d 
not, however, rob iMf of ^H her pto^r^,-^ 
Hi ha<i draww out eight hiartdi^ pounds 
^ibh he paid fdr tiailgoll^tt edtate, atRl nhad 
really Well worlh the moiiey ; atkl prm^toliis' 
to leai^ng UMti* bad gitrert dii^tiohs for all 
Kie fimiltiire,^ ptaffie^'^d tease dP'tbefiliMatt 
to'be d\sp&94d'6fby'p^}M9timr^^ 
#h«n agre^'fx^r, h^ w6i]^d e6tlie tifl fd" 
omifitrti the sale/ 

* He had ftd«Weda letter, withbi a- ANli^ 
days afier his arrival at the- tmte^, to 
<)Ualnting hirn that (SfrAy his pinsttboiss wns 
wanting to complete every thing. 

On tbe mohiiilg he proposed, be le^his 
wife with the most perfedt glbbd huiMUr 
and appearance ^if tenderness; fassbvlifglMt^, 
ivhen he remnted he WtmU coMulC her 
eomforts if lie found her stilt averile to r^-* « 
main at Langolen. *^ 

• * To 
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To hasten tbroogh ibis nefati(Ki& trans* 
action, we shall follow hkn to LomloYi^ 
where he disposed of ^cvcry thing but his 
wife's jewels.— ^Conscience stepped inthere^ 
^nd itnpelkd him to phtce them, her ward* 
rabe, and every article particulirly af9fiier» 
taining to heir, exce|)t the plate, with six 
thousand pounds^ in the hands* of an ^peA^ 
nent banker. 

So secretly had this business heea darrlied 
^n, that neither &e Miss Brwoes, nor any 
.t)f her aequwitanee, knew of ttte trans^ 
paction tin he bad q^ted «tbe*kingriam« 

The ftribwing letter readied his aslo-* 
tiished wife. 

^^ Mas. KikRROWLT, 

\ «^ BE not surprised if we 
meet no more. Had your fortune been 
what : it was reported to be, I could tiave 
paid my debts, and lived with you in your 
accuatomed style; vVhich was, let me tell 
you a deception on'thc-werld, and deserves 
punishment. • 
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, ** I. havfc purchased Langolen* in your 
ijame, the deeds of which are in the hands 
of Mess. " ' , Also your jew- 

els, and chests of clothes, with six thou- 
sand* pounds, the interest of which, and the 

I 

produce of your €;3tate, will maintain you 
ig the country like a gentlewoman; your 
daughters being provided for, more is 
uuhecessary. 

i ** Jn all probability I leave England for 
e^i^r. - I sincerely" Wish you health, hapi 
l^iness, and d.prqdent managisment of yov\i^ 
prese'qt itegiUQ. i.Tbe servants are aU paid, 
and Mi?.; ChaVnibe^s has taken ^Fanny 
Thompson til! she knowd your pleasure^ 
Yoii will hear from her. I gave Chambers 
ten guineas with the girl, and another ten 
gujneas to the poor thing hersdf. — I hope 
you will be kind to^ the poor orphan, fot 
misfortunes ^humanize the mind, and teach 

us to feel for others. Adieu for ever ! 

■ « • 

. " J. HARROWLY. " 

t 

END OF VOL. III. ' 
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